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Women, the City, and Us: Walking—Mapping in Kayseri

Armagan Teke Llyod, Duygu Onay Coker, Hanife Aliefendioglu, Ay¢a Kurtoglu

Abdullah Giil University, TED University, TED University , Actbadem Mehmet Ali Aydinlar
University

Abstract

Urban space is one of the key sites where gender norms and identities are (re)produced
(Jarvis and Kantor, 2009). It also shapes how different genders experience the city (Bassam,
2023). The fundamental premise underlying these two propositions is that urban spaces
establish and sustain masculine power, which in turn results in the exclusion and invisibility
of social subjects and groups that are subordinated by masculine authority. The practical
background of this study is based on earlier initiatives in Tiirkiye —such as the Istanbul
Women’s Tour held in 1996 and the Women-Friendly Cities Program launched in 2006—
which were founded on the recognition that cities do not offer women equal rights and
freedoms.

This study maps the gendered geographies of the city of Kayseri around the concept of
” The central aim of such an endeavor is to contribute to the
development of women’s right to the city as a demand for the restitution of urban spaces and
rights that capitalism and patriarchy have stolen from women. Kayseri’s gender map is
produced through two interactive methods. The first makes visible women and women’s

“women’s commons.

spaces through gender-sensitive, historically, sociologically, and politically informed
readings. The second reflects the patterns and boundaries of women’s mobility in their
everyday lives. The first offers feminist alternative representations of Kayseri as a designed
space, while the second provides alternatives concerning how women use the city through the
intersections within the designed space. The methodological tool used in both mapping
processes is the act of walking. The presentation first introduces the intellectual and
methodological background of our walking—mapping study. It then shares experiences and
data from the pilot implementation conducted in September 2025, in which we tested the
concepts of “public physical spaces,” “
of women’s commons.

gaze,” and “collective power” within the framework

In the conclusion, we offer recommendations for making Kayseri a gendered,
women-friendly, environmentally friendly (both living and non-living), economically
efficient, socially secure, and more livable city for all.



Kadin, Kent ve Biz: Kayseri’de Yiiriimek-Haritalamak

Armagan Teke Llyod, Duygu Onay Coker, Hanife Aliefendioglu, Ayca Kurtoglu

Abdullah Giil Universitesi, TED Universitesi, TED Universitesi, Actbadem Mehmet Ali Aydnlar
Universitesi

Ozet

Kent mekani toplumsal cinsiyet normlarmin ve kimliklerinin (yeniden)iiretildigi kilit
mekanlardan biridir (Jarvis ve Kantor, 2009). Kent mekan ayrica toplumsal cinsiyetlerin
kenti nasil deneyimledigini de sekillendirir (Bassam, 2023). Bu iki 6nermenin dayandigi
temel olgu kent mekanlarinin eril iktidar1 kurmasi, beslemesi ve bunun bir sonucu olarak eril
iktidarin ikincillestirildigi toplumsal 6zne ve gruplarin dislanmasi ve gériinmez olmasidir. Bu
caligmanin uygulama arka planmi olusturan Tiirkiye’de ilki 1996°da gerceklestirilen Istanbul
Kadin Turu ve 2006’da uygulanmaya baslayan Kadin Dostu Kentler ¢calismalar1 kentlerin
kadinlara esit haklar ve oOzgiirliikler sunmadig1 tespitine dayanmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma
“kadinlarin miisterekleri” kavrami ekseninde Kayseri kentinin toplumsal cinsiyet haritalarini
cikarmaktadir. Boylesi bir c¢abanin temel amaci kapitalizmin ve ataerkinin kadinlardan
caldig1 kent mekaninin ve haklarin iadesi talebi olarak kadinlarin "kent hakki"nin gelisimine
katki sunmaktir. Caligmada Kayseri’nin toplumsal cinsiyet haritas: etkilesimsel iki yontem
araciligiyla ¢ikarilmaktadir. Ilki, toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli, kadinlari ve kadinlarin
mekanlarini tarihsel, sosyolojik ve politik okumalara dayanarak goriiniir yapan; ikincisi
kadinlarin giindelik hayatlarindaki hareketliliklerinin kaliplarin1 ve sinirlarini yansitan
haritalardir. Ilki tasarlanan mekan olarak Kayseri’ye feminist alternatif kent temsilleri
sunarken; ikincisi tasarlanan mekanin kesisimsellikleriyle kadinlarin kenti nasil kullandiklar
hakkinda alternatif sunmaktadir. Her iki haritalama i¢in kullanilan yontemsel ara¢ “yiiriime”
eylemidir. Tebligde ilk olarak, yiiriime-haritalama ¢alismamizin diisiinsel ve yontemsel arka
plan1 sunulmaktadir. Ardindan calismanin Eyliil 2025 tarihinde kadinlarin miisterekleri
baglaminda “kamusal fiziksel mekanlar”, “bakma” ve “kolektif iktidar” kavramlarini test
edecegimiz pilot uygulamasinda elde edilen deneyimler ve veriler paylasilmaktadir. Sonug
boliimiinde cinsiyetli, kadin dostu, canli/cansiz ¢evre dostu, ekonomik olarak verimli, sosyal
acidan gilivenli ve herkes icin daha yasanabilir bir kent olarak Kayseri i¢in Onerilerimiz
sunulmaktadir.



Solidarity and Resilience in Feminist Civil Society in Tiirkiye:
An Interview-Based Inquiry

Aynur Metin, Christian Wallerer, Kajsa Wysujack
Goethe University Frankfurt, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF)

Abstract

Feminist civil society organizations (CSOs) in Tiirkiye navigate an environment increasingly
marked by Gender Backlash and autocratisation. Tiirkiye’s withdrawal from the Istanbul
Convention, the postulation of the “Decade of the Family and Population” as well as
restrictions on LGBTQI+ rights shape a political climate in which feminist CSOs have to
negotiate their visibility and survival constantly. The present work adds to the debate on
CSOs adaptation under conditions of growing legal hostility and social polarization.
Employing a decolonial, agency focused lens, the study draws on eight semi-structured
interviews and two written responses from members of CSOs with varying degrees of
formalization as well as diverse operational foci and ideological self-understandings. The
thematic content analysis reveals economic challenges, limited cooperation possibilities with
state agencies as well as multifaceted hostility practices as dominant perceived
manifestations of Gender Backlash in everyday work. We identify five central ways in which
CSOs respond to these challenges: By 1. Diversifying funding channels, 2. Engaging
strategically with government actors, 3. Using language as a tool, 4. Providing peer solidarity
and informal support and 5. Forming broad alliances transcending religious or issue focus
boundaries. Additionally, a multi-positional activist identity emerged as an inductive theme
pointing to an increasingly layered and inter- connected feminist network. This insight invites
future research to move beyond organization focused conceptualizations of civic space and
centre cross-movement advocacy with a focus on shared socio-psychological infrastructure.



Tiirkiye'deki Feminist Sivil Toplumda Dayanisma ve Dayaniklilik: Goriismelere Dayal Bir
Arastirma

Aynur Metin, Christian Wallerer, Kajsa Wysujack
Goethe University Frankfurt, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF)

Ozet

Tiirkiye'deki feminist sivil toplum kuruluslar: (STK'lar), cinsiyetgilik ve otokrasinin giderek
daha belirgin hale geldigi bir ortamda faaliyet gostermektedir. Tiirkiye'nin Istanbul
So6zlesmesi'nden g¢ekilmesi, “Aile ve Niifus On Yili”’nin ilan edilmesi ve LGBTQI+ haklarina
getirilen kisitlamalar, feminist STK'larin goriiniirliiklerini ve hayatta kalmalarini siirekli
olarak miizakere etmek zorunda kaldiklar1 bir siyasi iklim yaratmaktadir. Bu ¢aligma, artan
yasal diismanlik ve sosyal kutuplasma kosullar1 altinda STK'larin uyum saglama
konusundaki tartismaya katkida bulunmaktadir. Dekolonyal, ajans odakli bir bakis agisi
benimseyen calisma, farkli derecelerde resmilesmis, farkli operasyonel odak noktalarina ve
ideolojik 6z anlayislara sahip STK {iyelerinden alinan sekiz yar1 yapilandirilmis goriisme ve
iki yazili yaniti temel almaktadir. Tematik icerik analizi, ekonomik zorluklari, devlet
kurumlariyla sinirhi isbirligi olanaklarimi ve ¢ok yonlii diismanlik uygulamalarimi, giinliik
caligmalarda cinsiyet¢iligin geri donlisiinlin baskin algilanan tezahiirleri olarak ortaya
koymaktadir. Sivil toplum kuruluslarinin bu zorluklara yanit verdigi bes temel yol belirledik:
1. Finansman kanallarini ¢esitlendirmek, 2. Devlet aktorleriyle stratejik olarak isbirligi
yapmak, 3. Dili bir ara¢ olarak kullanmak, 4. Akran dayanismasi ve gayri resmi destek
saglamak ve 5. Dini veya konu odakli sinirlar1 asan genis ittifaklar kurmak. Ek olarak, ¢ok
pozisyonlu aktivist kimligi, giderek daha katmanli ve birbirine bagl feminist aga isaret eden
bir tiimevarim temasi olarak ortaya ¢ikti. Bu i¢gdrii, gelecekteki arastirmalarin sivil alanin
orgiit odakli kavramsallastirmalarinin Gtesine ge¢gmesini ve ortak sosyo-psikolojik altyapiya
odaklanarak hareketler aras1 savunuculugu merkezine almasini tesvik etmektedir.



A Feminist Anthropological Analysis of the Cultural Codes of Sexual Violence Within
Marriage Through Women’s Narratives

Ayse Tek

Abstract
This research analyzes how legally married women in Tiirkiye define, experience, and cope
with sexual violence within marriage through the lens of feminist anthropology and
interpretive approaches. Based on in-depth interviews with 20 women conducted between
2024 and 2025 using a snowball sampling method, this qualitative study explores how the
concepts of marriage, consent, body, and sexual violence are shaped by cultural, religious,
and institutional codes through women’s narratives using thematic analysis.

The study examines how sexual violence within marriage is transformed into an embodied
and internalized experience through patriarchal cultural practices and taboos, how the female
body is pathologized through medical interventions, and how social service and justice
systems structurally enable this form of violence. By analyzing the reproduction of the
concept of consent through religious and patriarchal norms, it reveals, through women’s own
accounts, the patterns that reinforce this violence across cognitive structures and formal
institutions, as well as the structural barriers women encounter.

Against medical, legal, and social service mechanisms shaped by taboos and patriarchal
norms, the coping strategies developed by women subjected to sexual violence within
marriage are discussed in relation to voluntary childlessness, feminist ethics of care,
micro-solidarity practices among women, and collective advocacy networks.

By articulating their experiences of marital sexual violence within cultural practices and
institutional contexts, women’s narratives constitute not only individual acts of disclosure but
also political interventions that render this form of violence visible. Such interventions are
perceived as threats to patriarchal boundaries of the body and social norms, transforming the
recognition of sexual violence within marriage into an act of subjectivation and feminist
resistance.



Evlilik I¢i Cinsel Siddetin Kiiltiirel Kodlarinin Kadin Anlatilariyla Feminist Antropolojik
Coziimlenisi

Ayse Tek

Ozet

Arastirma, Tiirkiye’de yasal olarak evli olan kadinlarin evlilik i¢inde cinsel siddeti nasil
tanimladiklarini, deneyimlediklerini ve bu siddet bigimiyle bas etme stratejilerini feminist
antropoloji ve yorumsamaci yaklasim g¢ercevesinde analiz etmektedir. 2024-2025 yillarinda,
kartopu 6rneklem yontemiyle 20 kadinla gergeklestirilen derinlemesine goriismelere dayanan
bu nitel arastirma, evlilik, riza, beden ve cinsel siddet kavramlarinin kadin anlatilari
tizerinden kiiltiirel, dinsel ve kurumsal kodlarla nasil bi¢imlendigini tematik analiz
yontemiyle incelemektedir.

Evlilik i¢inde cinsel siddetin; ataerkil kiiltiirel pratikler ve tabular yoluyla bedende ve zihinde
yerlesik bir deneyim bigimine doniistiiriilmesini, kadin bedeninin tibbi uygulamalarla
patolojiklestirilmesini ve sosyal hizmet ile adalete erisim mekanizmalarimin bu siddete
sistematik bigimde agtig1r alam1 ¢Oziimlenmektedir. Riza kavraminin dinsel ve ataerkil
normlarla yeniden iiretimi, bilissel yapilar ve nesnel kurumlar arasinda bu siddet bigimini
pekistiren Oriintiileri, kadinlarin karsilagtig1 yapisal engelleri kadinlarin anlatilariyla goriintir
kilmaktadir.

Tabular ve ataerkil kiiltiir normlar1 g¢ercevesinde sekillenen tip, adalet ve sosyal hizmet
mekanizmalar1 karsisinda evlilik icinde cinsel siddete maruz kalan kadinlarin bas etme
stratejileri; goniillii ¢ocuksuzluk, feminist bakim etigi, kadindan kadina mikro dayanisma
pratikleri ve kolektif savunucu aglar baglaminda ortaya konulmustur.

Kadmlarin evlilik i¢inde cinsel siddete dair deneyimlerini, kiiltiirel pratikler ve kurumlar
baglaminda ortaya koymasi yalnizca bireysel bir ifsa degil, ayn1 zamanda evlilik i¢i cinsel
siddetin goriiniir olmasi agisindan politik bir miidahaledir. Bu miidahale, bedenin sinirlarin
ve toplumsal normlar1 ihlal eden bir tehdit olarak algilanmakta; dolayisiyla evlilik igi cinsel
siddetin taninmasi, kadin bedeninin patriyarkal yapilara kars1 6znelesme siirecinin bir ifadesi
haline gelmektedir. Kadin anlatilarinda somutlasan direnis alanlarin1 goriiniir kilmaktadir.



Affective Regime and Transnational Solidarity: Anti-Genderism in Tiirkiye

Bengi Bezirgan Tanig

Istanbul Nisantast University

Abstract

This study examines how anti-gender equality discourses in Turkey are represented in
international human rights reports within the framework of multi-layered affective structures.
Emotions are not merely reflections of individual experiences; they are relational structures
that are discursively directed, circulate among social actors, and construct political
boundaries. In this context, the study investigates how anti-gender discourses produce
delegitimizing effects by associating emotions such as fear, disgust, or shame with particular
subjects. Conversely, the analytical focus of the study is on how demands for equality and
recognition are framed along the axes of hope, vulnerability, and solidarity. In this regard,
anti-gender politics not only reflects an ideological stance; it also produces an affective
economy (Ahmed 2004) in which emotions are directed toward, stick to, and circulate among
particular social groups. This economy targets specific figures while also structuring an
affective regime (Reddy 2001) that determines which emotions are recognized as legitimate
and which are suppressed. To analyze the forms of collective sensibility developed against
these repressive regimes, the study adopts the concept of affective solidarity (Hemmings
2012) as an analytical tool.

Methodologically, five international human rights reports published between 2022 and 2024
by UN Women, Human Rights Watch, and The Advocates for Human Rights were analyzed
using qualitative discourse analysis and affective framing methods. The discursive functions
and political effects of the emotions circulating in the reports were thematically coded. The
study argues that anti-gender practices, through emotions, constitute a field of both normative
and political struggle and aims to reveal the operation of this regime. At the same time, it
seeks to show that international human rights reports are not limited to documenting rights
violations, but also offer a political imaginary that mobilizes feminist affective solidarity and
transnational ethical responsibility.



Duygulanimsal Rejim ve Ulusotesi Dayanisma: Tiirkiye'de Toplumsal Cinsiyet Karsithg:

Bengi Bezirgan Tanig

Istanbul Nisantasi Universitesi

Ozet

Bu calisma, Tirkiye’de toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi karsiti sOylemlerin uluslararasi insan
haklar1 raporlarinda, ¢cok katmanli duygulanimsal yapilar ¢er¢evesinde nasil temsil edildigini
incelemektedir. Duygular yalnizca bireysel deneyimlerin yansimasi degil; sdylemsel olarak
yoneltilen, toplumsal aktorler arasinda dolasima giren ve siyasal smirlar insa eden iliskisel
yapilardir. Bu baglamda, toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti sdylemlerin, korku, igrenme veya utang
gibi duygularin belirli 6znelerle iliskilendirilmesi yoluyla nasil gayrimesrulastiric1 etkiler
yarattig1 incelenmektedir. Buna karsilik, esitlik ve taninma taleplerinin umut, kirilganlik ve
dayanisma ekseninde nasil ¢ercevelendigi calismanin analitik odagini olusturmaktadir.
Toplumsal cinsiyet karsit1 siyaset bu baglamda yalnizca ideolojik bir durusu yansitmakla
kalmaz; ayn1 zamanda duygularin belirli toplumsal gruplara yonelip yapistig1 ve dolagima
girdigi bir duygulanimsal ekonomi (Ahmed 2004) iiretir. Bu ekonomi, belirli figiirleri hedef
haline getirirken, hangi duygularin mesru kabul edilip hangilerinin bastirildigini da belirleyen
bir duygulanimsal rejimi (Reddy 2001) yapilandirir. Bu baskict rejimlere karst gelistirilen
kolektif duyarlilik bi¢imlerini analiz edebilmek icin c¢alisma, duygulanimsal dayanigsma

(Hemmings 2012) kavramini analitik bir ara¢ olarak benimsemektedir.

Yontemsel olarak, UN Women, Human Rights Watch ve The Advocates for Human Rights
tarafindan 20222024 yillar1 arasinda yayimlanan bes uluslararasi insan haklar1 raporu, nitel
sOylem analizi ve duygulanimsal cer¢eveleme yontemleriyle analiz edilmistir. Raporlarda
dolasima giren duygularin s6ylemsel islevleri ve siyasal etkileri tematik olarak kodlanmistur.
Calisma, toplumsal cinsiyet karsit1 uygulamalarin duygular araciligryla hem normatif hem de
politik bir miicadele alani olusturdugunu ileri siirmekte ve bu rejimin isleyisini agiga
cikarmay1 amacglamaktadir. Bununla birlikte, uluslararast insan haklar1 raporlarinin yalnizca
hak ihlallerini belgelemekle sinirli kalmadigini, feminist duygulanimsal dayanismayi ve
ulusdtesi etik sorumlulugu harekete gegiren bir siyasal tahayyiil sundugunu gostermeyi

hedeflemektedir.



Transgressing the Line of the “Respectable”: The Experience of Wearing Jeans as a
Symbol of Resistance Among Conservative Young Women

Beyza Huriye Turgut

Abstract

This study examines the practice of wearing jeans among women aged 25-45 who hold
culturally and religiously conservative values and have completed higher education,
conceptualizing it as a form of micropolitical resistance. In societies where the image of the
“covered” or normatively “respectable woman” is deeply internalized, wearing jeans is not
merely a matter of clothing choice but an act of defiance through which the body, identity,
and belonging are reconstructed. In this context, jeans (although seemingly an ordinary and
mundane object) becomes a symbolic site where the conservative female subject negotiates
with both private and public mechanisms of power.

Adopting a qualitative approach, the research utilizes semi-structured and open-ended
interviews to reveal the personal experiences, affective responses, and meaning-making
processes of twelve female participants. Based on the principles of reflexivity and
symmetrical reciprocity, the study grounds its knowledge production in feminist standpoint
epistemology, with a conscious awareness of the researcher’s positionality. The participants’
narratives are analyzed not merely as individual preferences but as multilayered expressions
shaped by privacy, social control, intra-family power relations, religious norms, and gendered
expectations.

The findings suggest that for the participants, wearing jeans embodies meanings such as
rebellion, transgression, revolution, and at times, silent protest. This act is interpreted as a
way of asserting presence in the public sphere, reclaiming visibility, and reconstituting
subjectivity. Clothing practices thus emerge not only as forms of bodily concealment or
expression but also as everyday resistances against normative femininity, cultures of
obedience, and male-dominated systems of control. The study aims to make visible these
embodied forms of resistance, to understand the complex socio-cultural relations
conservative women establish within gender regimes, and to envision, through these
relations, a new ethics, subjectivity, and politics of encounter.



Makbuliin Cizgisini Asmak: Muhafazakar Gen¢ Kadinlarin Bir Direnis Simgesi Olarak
Kot Pantolon Giyme Deneyimleri

Beyza Huriye Turgut

Ozet

Bu c¢alismada, kiiltiirel ve dini olarak muhafazakar degerlere sahip, 25-45 yas araligindaki
yiiksekdgrenim gormiis kadinlarin kot pantolon giyme pratikleri, mikropolitik bir direnis
bi¢imi olarak ele alinmaktadir. Ozellikle “kapali” ya da normatif agidan “makbul kadin”
imgesinin igsellestirildigi toplumlarda pantolon giymek, yalnizca bir giyim tercihi degil;
bedenin, kimligin ve aidiyetin yeniden kuruldugu bir kars1 koyma edimidir. Bu baglamda kot
pantolon, goriiniiste giindelik ve siradan bir nesne olmanin 6tesinde, muhafazakar kadin
Oznesinin hem 0Ozel hem de kamusal iktidar mekanizmalariyla yiriittigli miizakerenin
somutlastig1 sembolik bir olguya doniismektedir.

Aragtirma, nitel bir yaklasimla yar1 yapilandirilmis ve ucu agik sorular aracilifiyla 12 kadin
katilmcimin kisisel deneyimlerini, duygulanimsal tepkilerini ve anlamlandirma siireglerini
aciga ¢ikarmay1 hedeflemektedir. Ozdiisiiniimsel ve simetrik karsiliklilik ilkesine dayanan bu
gorlismelerde, arastirmacinin  konumunun farkinda olunarak, feminist bakis agisi
epistemolojisi temelinde bilgi tiretimi gerceklestirilmistir. Katilimcilarin anlatilari, bireysel
tercihlerinden ziyade; mahremiyet, toplumsal denetim, aile-i¢i iktidar iliskileri, dini normlar
ve toplumsal cinsiyet rolleri baglaminda ¢ok katmanli olarak analiz edilmistir.

Calismanin bulgulari, kot pantolonun katilimecilar i¢in bagskaldiri, devrim, sinir ihlali ve
zaman zaman sessiz bir protesto olarak anlam kazanmaktadir. Bu eylem, kamusal alanda
var-kalmanin, goriiniir-olmanin ve 6zneligi yeniden kurmanin bir yolu olarak okunmaktadir.
Giyim pratikleri, bedeni 6rtme ya da ifade etme bi¢ciminin yani sira, normatif feminenlige,
itaat kiiltliriine ve erkek egemen denetime karsi ¢ikma yollarindan biri olarak belirir. Calisma,
bedensel eylemlerle dokunan giindelik direnis bigimlerini goriiniir kilmayi, muhafazakar
kadinlarin toplumsal cinsiyet rejimiyle kurdugu ¢oklu-sosyo-Kkiiltiirel iligkileri anlamay1 ve
bu iligkiler iginden yeni bir etik, Oznelik ve karsilasma siyaseti tahayyiil etmeyi
amaglamaktadir.



Using the Devised Theatre Model in Feminist Theatre Production: A Case Study of Eve
Donesim Yok

Bilge Varol

Kadir Has University

Abstract

This study examines how the devised theatre can be approached as a feminist theatre practice
through the play named Eve Dénesim Yok. Devised theatre, which emerged on the global
theatre scene in the 1960s, places collectivity, polyphony, and non-hierarchical possibilities
at the center of its creative process (Heddon & Milling, 2006). In the light of this model, the
traditional dominance of the director and playwright over the text and staging is dismantled,
granting all contributors an equal voice. Collective creation allows stories to be shaped by
personal materials—memories, testimonies, and experiences—through which the personal
becomes public and, consequently, political. Feminist theatre, originating from women’s
desire to tell their own stories and to claim equal positions within the arts, likewise
transforms personal experience into political expression (Aston, 1999). Feminist plays are
political not only through the narratives they present but also through the structures and
dynamics of their rehearsal spaces. The core principles of devised theatre—non-hierarchy,
collectivity, and polyphony— thus align closely with feminist theatre practices, both in
generating text and in cultivating politically conscious, non hierarchical rehearsal
environments. Eve Donesim Yok, which I direct, serves as a case study in employing the
devised theatre model within feminist theatre production. Throughout the creation process,
decision-making has emphasized collective authorship, shared responsibility, and
multi-voiced participation. Following the rehearsal phase, ethnographic and autoethnographic
observations will be conducted to explore the possibilities and limitations of applying the
devised model to feminist theatre-making. The study ultimately aims to propose the devised
model as an alternative framework for feminist theatre practitioners in contemporary Turkey,
encouraging future creators to foreground collectivity, polyphony, and horizontal
collaboration in their artistic processes.



Feminist Tiyatro Uretiminde Devised Tiyatro Modelinden Yararlanmak: Bir Uygulama Olarak
Eve Dénesim Yok

Bilge Varol

Kadir Has Universitesi

Ozet

Bu calismada, Eve Donesim Yok isimli oyun siireci ilizerinden, devised tiyatro iiretim
modelinin  feminist tiyatro pratigi olarak nasil ele alabilecegi tartisilmaktadir. Devised
tiyatro, diinya tiyatro sahnesine 1960’larda giren ve iiretimin temeline kolektiflik, cokseslilik
ve yatay hiyerarsi kavramlarini koyan bir iiretim bi¢imidir. (Heddon ve Milling, 2006)
Devised tiretim modeli sayesinde, konvansiyonel tiyatro iiretimindeki yonetmenin ve yazarin
metin ve sahneleme {tizerindeki tahakkiimii ortadan kalkar ve tireticilere esit s6z hakk: verilir.
Kolektif iiretim sayesinde anlatilan hikayeler bireysel malzemelerden (anilar, tanikliklar, vs.)
beslenmekte ve bireysel olan kamusallasarak politiklesmektedir. Feminist tiyatro, kadinlarin
tiyatro sahnesinde kendi hikayelerini anlatma ve sanat sahnesinde esit pozisyon edinme
arzulartyla ortaya cikmistir (Aston, 1999). Bu sebeple iireticiler kendi hikayelerini
kullanarak bireysel olani politiklestirirler. Feminist oyunlar sadece anlattiklar1 hikayelerle
degil aynt zamanda prova odasinin yapisiyla da politiktir. Devised iiretimin temelini
olusturan yatay hiyerarsi, ¢okseslilik ve kolektiflik kavramlari feminist tiyatro iiretim
pratigini metin olusturma ve politik bir prova odas1 yaratma noktalarindan desteklemektedir.
Yonetmeni olarak gorev aldigim Eve Ddnesim Yok isimli oyun, devised tiyatro modelini
feminist tiyatro liretiminde kullanma pratigi olarak ¢alisilmistir. Prova siireglerindeki karar
alma mekanizmalarinda cokseslilige, yatay hiyerarsiye ve kolektifliSe 6nem verilmistir.
Prova siirecinin ardindan yapilacak olan etnografik ve otoetnografik gozlemlerle feminist
tiyatro tretiminde devised model kullaniminin olanaklari1 ve sinirlari ortaya konacaktir. Bu
calismanin  amaci, Tiirkiye’deki ¢agdas tiyatro lreticilerine feminist tiyatro iiretiminde
devised iiretim modelini bir alternatif olarak Onermektir. Bu sayede, ileride tiyatro
iireticilerinin tiretim siireclerini kurgularken kolektifligi, ¢oksesliligi ve yatay hiyerarsiyi
onemsemesi hedeflenmektedir.



Feeling on the Road: Traces of Body, Space, and Memory in the Emotions of Solo Female
Travelers

Biisra Asiroglu, Ebru Giinlii Kiigiikaltan

Dokuz Eyliil University

Abstract

The growing interest of women in solo travel necessitates attention not only to tourism
practices but also to gender, body politics, and spatial freedom. However, this attention is
often framed through the lenses of representation or safety, leaving emotional and embodied

experiences underexplored and marginalized. Yet, feelings, emotions, and the condition of
mobility are not merely personal; they are shaped by social and spatial relations. Sara Ahmed
(2004) proposes that emotions should be understood as political forces entangled with social
relationships, spatial orientations, and historical contexts. For instance, when a woman
questions what time she can walk in a street, how she should dress, or how she should carry
herself, her anxiety is not simply an internal feeling but a product of gendered spatial politics

and socially constructed gender norms.

This study aims to develop a theoretical and methodological framework focusing on how
solo female travelers position their bodies, establish spatial relationships, and experience
emotions during travel. By addressing emotions and embodied experiences —dimensions
often neglected in tourism studies— this research seeks to create a conceptual intersection
between gender, space, and affect theories from a feminist perspective. As a preliminary
stage of a doctoral dissertation, the pilot study includes five in-depth interviews with solo
women travelers, using memory work to analyze emotion and space-oriented narratives.
Focusing on narratives aims to demonstrate that travel is not merely geographic movement,
but also an emotional and political experience, and that feminist knowledge is necessary even

in the most ordinary and seemingly apolitical aspects of everyday life. Findings from the
literature review and the pilot study indicate a deepening emotional awareness of one’s body
through spatial experiences. Preliminary results reveal the emotional entanglement of
freedom and constraint in public space and emphasize the importance of embodied and

affective experiences in shaping gender- sensitive tourism and spatial policies.



Feeling on the Road: Traces of Body, Space, and Memory in the Emotions of Solo Female
Travelers

Biisra Asiroglu, Ebru Giinlii Kiigiikaltan

Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi

Ozet

Kadin gezginlerin tek basina seyahate yonelik artan ilgisi, yalnizca turizm pratiklerine degil,
ayni zamanda toplumsal cinsiyet, beden politikalar1 ve mekansal 6zgiirliilk konularina da
odaklanmay1 gerektirmektedir. Ancak bu odak genellikle temsiller ya da giivenlik ekseninde
ele alinmakta, duygusal ve bedensel deneyimler goriiniir kilinmamaktadir. Oysa hisler,
duygular ve hareketlilik hali bireysellikten 6te toplumsal ve mekansal iligkilerle sekillenen
deneyimlerin parcasidir. Sara Ahmed (2004) duygular1 toplumsal iliskiler, mekansal
yonelimler ve tarihsel baglamlarla oriilii birer politik kuvvet olarak diisiinmeyi 6nermektedir.

Ornegin bir kadinin hangi saatte, hangi kiyafetle yiiriiyebilecegini sorgulamasi sadece igsel

bir duygu degil, cinsiyetlendirilmis mekan politikalariin ve iiretilmis toplumsal cinsiyet

normlarinin da bir sonucudur.

Bu calisma, tek basina seyahat eden kadinlarin bedenlerinin konumlandirma bigimleri,
mekanla kurduklar1 iligkiler ve deneyimlerinin yarattigi duygular {izerinden kuramsal ve
metodolojik bir cergceve gelistirmeyi amacglamaktadir. Turizm c¢alismalarinda ¢ogunlukla
disarida birakilan duygular1 ve buna bagli olarak bedensel deneyimleri feminist perspektifle

toplumsal cinsiyet, mekan ve duygulanim kuramlari arasinda kavramsal kesisim alani
yaratmay1 hedeflemektedir. Doktora tezinin 6n ¢alismasi olarak 5 gezginle yiiriitiilen pilot
arastirma, hafiza teknigi ile duygu ve mekan odakli anlatilar1 incelemektedir. Anlatilara
odaklanmak, hem seyahatin sadece cografi bir hareketlilik degil, duygusal ve politik bir

deneyim oldugunu gostermeye, hem de feminist bilginin giindelik yasamin en dogal ve
siradan goriinen alanlarinda bile gereklilik oldugunu goriiniir kilmaya katki sunmaktadir.
Literatiir taramasi ve pilot ¢aligmasi ile kadinlarin mekansal deneyimlerine bagl olarak kendi

bedenleriyle ilgili duygusal farkindaliklarinin derinlestigi gozlemlenmektedir. On bulgular,

kadinlarin kamusal alanlarda Ozgiirlik ve baski arasindaki duygu karmasasini agiga
cikarmakta; toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine duyarli turizm ve mekan politikalar1 i¢in bedensel

ve duygusal deneyimlerin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir.



Narratives of Intersectionality: Thinking with the Narrative Power Alliance: Exhibition

C.A. Cu Unjieng, Gizem Sozen

Abstract

Thinking through the political praxis of the Narrative Power Alliance in Turkey as
demonstrated in the Narrative Power Alliance: Exhibition, we consider the implications of
adapting narrative as a methodology for confronting oppression and intervening in politics.
The Alliance, which is composed of several activist organizations, was formed to develop
counter-narratives against proliferating anti-gender narratives in Turkey. Informed by the
interconnectedness of the struggles against oppression in Turkey, the exhibition uses
narrative to find connections across its seemingly disparate components. We read the
exhibition as a model for the ways in which narrative allows us to discover common ground
shared by different oppressed groups. We also contextualize the exhibition in the history of
shared struggles fought by these different groups. If oppression itself produces us as
interconnected, we argue that what Angela Y. Davis has called the “intersectionality of
struggles” may be understood as the struggle of the oppressed to exercise authorship over
their own interconnections.



Kesisimselligin Anlatilari: Anlati Giicii Ittifaki: Sergi Uzerinden Diisiinmek

C.A. Cu Unjieng, Gizem Sozen

Ozet

Tiirkiye’deki Anlati Giicii Ittifaki’'nin politik praksisini, Anlati Giicii Ittifaki: Sergi
aracilifiyla ortaya kondugu bigimiyle ele alarak; anlatinin baskiyla yiizlesmek ve siyasete
miidahale etme metodolojisi olarak benimsenmesinin dogurdugu sonuglart bu ¢aligmamizda
inceliyoruz. Birden fazla aktivist oOrgiitten olusan Ittifak, Tiirkiye’de giderek cogalan
toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti(anti-gender) sodylemlere karsi-anlatilar gelistirmek amaciyla
kurulmustur. Tiirkiye’de baskiya karsi verilen miicadelelerin birbirine bagliligina dayanan
sergi, anlatiy1 kullanarak ilk bakista birbirinden kopuk goriinen unsurlar arasinda kesisen
baglantilar kurar. Sergiyi, anlatinin farkli ezilen gruplarca paylasilani ortak zemini goriiniir
kilmaya nasil imkan verdigini gdsteren bir model olarak okuyoruz. Ayn1 zamanda sergiyi, bu
gruplarin tarihsel sliregte yiiriittiigii ortak miicadeleler baglaminda konumlandiriyoruz.
Baskinin bizzat kendisi bizi birbirine bagh kiliyorsa, Angela Y. Davis'in "miicadelelerin
kesisimselligi" adin1 verdigi durumun, ezilenlerin kendi kesisen baglar iizerinde yazarlik
(authorship) kurma ve bu baglar ifade etme miicadelesi olarak anlasilabilecegini One
surilyoruz.



Democratic Backsliding and Women’s Empowerment in Turkey: Competing Political
Discourses on Employment

Cansu Yetimoglu, Esra Issever Ekinci

Bilkent University

Abstract

This study examines how democratic backsliding shapes the evolution of gender equality
discourses by analyzing women’s employment policy debates in Turkey, an
upper-middle-income country experiencing significant democratic backsliding over the last
decade. The existing scholarship demonstrates the ways in which backsliding incumbents
reverse policies. However, less attention has been paid to the effect of democratic regression
on gender equality discourses across the political spectrum. By comparing discourses from
both the ruling Justice and Development Party (JDP) and the main opposition Republican
People’s Party (RPP) between 2002 and 2024, this research explores shifts in the political
framing of women’s employment —a key dimension of women’s empowerment as defined
by Kabeer. Although it is impossible to specify the exact date of democratic backsliding,
scholars studying Turkey widely recognize clear patterns of democratic erosion. These
patterns became more pronounced following the JDP’s first term in office, particularly after
2010. Taking 2010 as the critical turning point marking the government’s authoritarian drift,
this study compares the pre- and post-2010 periods. Furthermore, the post-2010 period
witnessed critical political milestones that had profound implications for gender equality.
These included the entrenchment of conservative gender discourse, increasing restrictions on
women’s organizations and feminist activism, and the institutionalization of family-oriented
social policies. Most notably, this period culminated in Turkey’s withdrawal from the
Istanbul Convention in 2021. These developments provide a crucial backdrop for assessing
the intersection of democratic backsliding and discourses on gender equality. This article
employs a systematic thematic analysis of parliamentary debates to trace how democratic
backsliding has influenced competing discourses around women’s employment. The analysis
identifies two major themes central to the feminist political economy literature: i) the
perception of motherhood and ii) the regulation of care work, both pivotal in shaping
women’s employment opportunities and broader empowerment. Drawing on an original
dataset of parliamentary records, this study examines how these themes evolve differently for
the incumbent and opposition parties over time. The resulting findings illuminate not only the
evolution of discursive strategies of the incumbent regime but also reveal how opposition
parties adapt or contest them within the shifting democratic landscape. By situating women’s
employment at the nexus between democratic backsliding and feminist political economy,
this research contributes to a nuanced understanding of how democratic erosion affects both
the policy agenda and political discourse around gender equality.



Demokratik Gerileme ve Kadinlarin Giiclenmesi: Tiirkiye’de Kadin Istihdamina Dair
Catisan Siyasal Soylemler

Cansu Yetimoglu, Esra Issever Ekinci

Bilkent Universitesi

Ozet

Bu calisma, son on yilda belirgin bir demokratik gerileme siireci yasayan Tiirkiye’de kadin
istihdami politikalarina iliskin parlamento tartismalarini inceleyerek, demokratik gerilemenin
toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi sdylemlerini nasil doniistiirdiigiinii analiz etmektedir. Mevcut
literatiir, otoriterlesen iktidarlarin toplumsal cinsiyet politikalarindaki demokratik gerileme
dinamiklerine agirlikli bigimde odaklanirken, bu siirecin farkli siyasi aktorlerin soylemlerini
nasil doniistiirdiigiine yeterince egilmemektedir. Bu arastirma, 2002-2024 yillar1 arasinda
iktidardaki Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi (AKP) ile ana muhalefet Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi
(CHP) soOylemlerini  karsilastirarak, Kabeer’in tanimladigi  bi¢imiyle kadinlarin
giiclenmesinin temel bir boyutu olan kadin istihdaminin siyaseten nasil ger¢evelendigini
incelemektedir. Demokratik gerilemenin kesin baslangi¢ noktasini belirlemek gii¢ olsa da,
Tiirkiye tlizerine c¢alisan arastirmacilar 2010 sonrasinda bu siirecin belirginlestigi konusunda
hemfikirdir. Bu nedenle ¢alisma, 2010 yilint hiikiimetin otoriterlesmesi yoniinde bir kirilma
noktast olarak alarak, 2010 oncesi ve sonrasi donemleri karsilastirmali bi¢imde analiz
etmektedir. 2010 sonrasindaki donemde muhafazakar toplumsal cinsiyet sdylemlerinin
kurumsallagmasi, kadin orgiitleri ve feminist aktivizme yonelik kisitlamalarin artmasi, aile
temelli sosyal politikalarin giiclenmesi ve nihayetinde Tiirkiye’nin 2021°de Istanbul
Sozlesmesi’'nden ¢ekilmesi gibi gelismeler toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi agisindan belirleyici
olmustur. Calisma, parlamentoda yapilan tartismalarin sistemsel tematik analizine
dayanmaktadir ve feminist politik iktisat literatiiriiniin merkezinde yer alan iki temay1 one
cikarmaktadir: (i) annelik algist ve (i) bakim emeginin diizenlenmesi. Bu iki tema, kadinlarin
istihdam olanaklarin1 ve daha genis anlamda giiglenmelerini bigimlendiren temel eksenlerdir.
Parlamentodaki 0zgiin sdylem verilerini kullanarak yapilan analiz, iktidar ve muhalefet
partilerinin bu temalar etrafindaki sdylemlerinin zaman ic¢inde nasil farklilastigini ortaya
koymaktadir. Bulgular, yalnmizca iktidar partisinin sdylemsel stratejilerinin evrimini degil,
ayn1 zamanda muhalefet partilerinin bu sdylemlere nasil uyum sagladigini ya da onlara nasil
kars1 ciktigini gostermektedir. Kadin istihdamini demokratik gerileme ile feminist politik
iktisat kesisiminde konumlandiran bu calisma, demokratik gerilemenin toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligi giindemini ve siyasal sOylemleri nasil doniistiirdiigiine dair derinlemesine bir
degerlendirme sunmaktadir.



Young and Dispossessed in Post-Eartquake Hatay

Dagmar Naed
University of Ljubljana

Abstract
After a devastating earthquake in February of 2023, the region of Hatay has slowly been
trying to rebuild itself. In the midst of TOKI construction sites, heavy polluted air and
especially, in disrupted region’s development and economics, communities have been trying
to move on with their lives after multiple traumatizing events. Young people are now stuck in
the limbo of whether to stay or leave.

This paper argues that these questions of futurity and affect must be considered not only
within the anthropology of catastrophe, but also through feminist and queer theoretical
lenses. The conference paper connects earthquake’s aftermath, the feeling of polycrisis and a
deeply gendered confusion about the future. The gendered reality within the polycrisis also
perpetuates the feeling of dispossession. Not only have homes and lives been lost, with it
disappeared also the safe spaces of young people, especially queer people. The paper also
discusses the importance of the digital worlds, taking up the now lost spaces, however, the
materiality of the everyday remains in friction.

The paper builds on the anthropological work on post-catastrophe everyday lives with the
special focus on queer and young lives. The aim is also to discuss how the gendered norms
dictate the affects of living in a polycrisis environment, as well as look into the examples of
queer lives in the area.



Deprem Sonrasi Hatay'da Geng¢ ve Miilksiiz

Dagmar Naed

Ljubljana Universitesi

Ozet
2023 Subat’inda yasanan yikict depremden sonra Hatay bolgesi yavas yavas kendini yeniden
insa etmeye c¢alistyor. TOKI santiyelerinin, yogun hava kirliliginin ve 6zellikle de bolgenin
sekteye ugramis kalkinmasi ile ekonomisinin ortasinda, topluluklar birbiri ardina yasadiklari
travmatik olaylarin ardindan hayatlarina devam etmeye calisiyorlar. Gengler ise bu siiregte,
“kalmak m1 gitmek mi” ikilemi arasinda bir belirsizlik halinde varliklarini siirdiirmektedir.

Bu bildiri, gelecege dair bu sorularin ve duygulanimlarin yalnizca felaket antropolojisi i¢inde
degil, ayn1 zamanda feminist ve queer kuramsal mercekler araciligiyla da ele alinmasi
gerektigini savunur. Bildiri, depremin ardindan ortaya ¢ikan durum, ¢oklu kriz (polycrisis)
hissi ve gelecege dair derin cinsiyetli bir kafa karisiklig1 arasindaki baglantiy1 inceler. Coklu
kriz icerisindeki bu cinsiyetlendirilmis gerceklik, miilksiizlesme hissini de pekistirir. Sadece
evler ve hayatlar kaybolmakla kalmamis, genclerin —d6zellikle de kuir genglerin— giivenli
alanlar1 da yok olmustur. Bildiri, dijital diinyanin artik kaybolmus olan bu alanlarin yerini
alma bigimlerini tartigirken, gilindelik yasamin maddiliginin hala bir gerilim alani
olusturduguna da dikkat ¢eker.

Bu calisma, felaket sonrasi gilindelik yasam {izerine yapilan antropolojik arastirmalardan
beslenmekte ve Ozellikle gen¢ ve kuir yasamlar {izerine odaklanmaktadir. Amagc, ¢oklu kriz
ortaminda yasamanin duygulanimlarini sekillendiren cinsiyetlendirilmis normlar1 tartismak
ve bolgedeki kuir yasam orneklerini ele almaktir.



Gendered Narratives of Aging and Marketization of Youth in Contemporary Consumer
Culture

Damlasu Uyug Sengiin, Zeynep Ozdamar Ertekin

Izmir University of Economics

Abstract

While efforts to slow down or manage the aging process have been present throughout
history, in contemporary consumer culture the idealization of youth has become increasingly
prominent. The discourse around aging has evolved as well, with concepts such as “aging
well” and “positive aging” emerging as alternative framings that challenge and reshape ageist
narratives (Katz, 2001; Rozanova, 2010). Yet, these remain deeply entangled with the
anti-aging market, which continues to stigmatize visible signs of aging and normalize control
over bodies, particularly female bodies (Ellison, 2014; Smirnova, 2012). This study critically
examines the role of media and market actors in shaping the cultural construction of
agelessness and the gendered responsibilization of aging female bodies. Building our
argument on feminist consumer research (Bristor & Fischer, 1993) and postfeminist beauty
discourses (Lazar, 2011), we argue that anti-aging is a gendered issue rooted in the
idealization of feminine beauty, which imposes stricter demands on women to maintain a
youthful appearance (Bordo, 1993). Within a market that promotes the notion of “choosing to
age well,” women are framed as personally accountable for resisting aging through
consumption, with their social worth tied to youthfulness and beauty under neoliberal and
patriarchal structures (Rudman, 2015; Coupland, 2007). The current discourse of aging is
examined using thematic analysis of secondary data (collected from blogs, online magazines
and websites of practitioners) and social media analysis (Instagram posts of influencers), to
deepen the understanding of how normative definitions of aging are being negotiated and
reshaped. Preliminary data reveals themes of “aging as a disease”, “idealization of youth”,
“resisting anti-aging pressures”, and “anti-aging at early age”. Alongside amplifying
youth-centred beauty standards and normalizing preventative interventions, these materials
now increasingly target younger females. Ultimately, this study highlights how the discourse
of anti-aging extends beyond treatment into commercialized practices, exposing even
younger consumers to preventative approaches against aging. Framed as a disease to avoid,
aging becomes the focus of a fear-driven narrative that positions women of all ages as targets
of the anti-aging market.



Modern Tiiketim Kiiltiiriinde Yaslanmanin Cinsiyetlendirilmis Anlatilar: ve Genglik
Olgusunun Pazarlanmasi

Damlasu Uyug Sengiin, Zeynep Ozdamar Ertekin

Izmir Ekonomi Universitesi

Ozet

Tarih boyunca yaslanma siirecini yavaslatma veya yOnetme g¢abalar1 var olsa da giiniimiiz
tilketim kiiltiiriinde gencligin idealize edilmesi giderek One ¢ikar hale gelmistir. Yaslanma
konusundaki sdylem gelismis ve “iyi yaglanma” ve “pozitif yaglanma” gibi kavramlar, yas
ayrimciligina dayali sdylemleri sorgulayan ve yeniden sekillendiren alternatif kullanimlar
olarak ortaya c¢ikmistir (Katz, 2001; Rozanova, 2010). Ancak bunlar, yaslanmanin goriiniir
belirtilerini damgalamaya ve bedenler, ozellikle de kadin bedenleri, iizerindeki kontrolii
normallestirmeye devam eden yaslanma karsiti pazarla ¢ok da farkli bakis acilar
sunmamaktadir (Ellison, 2014; Smirnova, 2012). Bu calisma, “yassiz olmanin™ kiiltiirel
ingasin1  ve yaslanan kadin bedenlerinin cinsiyete dayali sorumluluklandirilmasin
sekillendirmede medya ve pazar aktorlerinin roliinii elestirel bir bakis acisiyla
incelemektedir. Feminist tiiketici arastirmalar1 (Bristor & Fischer, 1993) ve postfeminist
giizellik soylemleri (Lazar, 2011) iizerine dayanan argiimanimizda, yaslanma karsitliginin,
kadinlara geng bir goriiniim siirdiirmeleri i¢in daha kati talepler dayatan feminen giizelligin
ideallestirilmesine dayanan cinsiyetci bir sorun oldugunu savunuyoruz (Bordo, 1993). “lyi
yaslanmay1 segme” sdyleminin tesvik edildigi pazarda, kadinlar neoliberal ve ataerkil yapilar
icinde, genglik ve giizellige atfedilen toplumsal degerleri korumak adina tiiketim yoluyla
yaslanmaya direnmekten bireysel olarak sorumlu tutulmaktadir (Rudman, 2015; Coupland,
2007). Yaslanma konusundaki mevcut sdylem, ikincil verilerin tematik analizi (bloglar,
cevrimici dergiler ve web siteleri) ile sosyal medya analizi (influencer’larin Instagram
paylagimlar1) aracilifiyla incelenmekte; bdylece yaslanmanin normatif tanimlarinin nasil
tartistldigi ve yeniden sekillendirildigine dair anlayis derinlestirilmektedir. On bulgular,
“yaslanmanin bir hastalik olusu”, “gencligin idealize edilmesi”, “yaslanmaya kars1 baskilara
direnme” ve “erken yasta yaslanmaya karsi 6nlem alma” temalarin1 ortaya koymaktadir. Bu
icerikler genclik odakli giizellik standartlarin1 giiglendirmenin ve Onleyici miidahaleleri
normallestirmenin yam sira giderek daha fazla geng kadinlar1 hedef almaktadir. Ozetle, bu
calisma, yaslanma karsiti sdylemin, tedavinin 6tesine gegerek ticarilestirilmis uygulamalara
uzandigin1 ve daha geng tiiketicileri yaslanmaya kars1 dnleyici yaklagimlara maruz biraktigini
vurgulamaktadir. Yaslanma, kaginilmasi gereken bir hastalik olarak temsil edilerek, her
yastan kadimi hedef alan yaslanma karsiti pazarin korku temelli sdyleminin merkezine
yerlestirilmektedir.



A Comparative Study of the Backlash against Feminism in Turkey and the US

Deniz Durmus Hric

John Carroll University

Abstract
In her seminal book, The Backlash, Susan Faludi states that “The anti-feminism backlash has
been set off not by women's achievement of full equality but by the increased possibility that
they might win it. It is a pre-emptive strike that stops women long before they reach the
finishing line” (1991, 12). Faludi’s book was published in the early nineties, however her
analysis sheds light onto the contemporary backlashes against the feminist movement
amplified by using social media.

The role of social media platforms in advancing the feminist movement and solidarity among
feminist organizations across the globe is indubitable. However, the same platforms equally
serve the dissemination of anti-feminist ideas. The rise of authoritative regimes in Turkey
and the US give further legitimacy to these movements, allowing them to openly and
unabashedly vilify feminist causes and intimidate those who further them. As a result,
misogyny and masculinism has been gaining significant traction in both countries.

My paper explores the parallels between the workings of the social media outlets in Turkey
and the US for spreading misogynistic ideas. Despite cultural differences, the methods,
language and discourse used in the manosphere of both countries show significant
similarities. Furthermore, these groups acquire both strength and legitimacy by the support of
respective ruling parties. In return, the increasing visibility of misogynistic groups and their
sexist demands provide justification for the ruling parties to enact policies that curtail
women’s rights. My paper analyzes this mutually reinforcing loop between the manosphere
and authoritative governments in both countries and the pivotal events in their recent
histories that led to significant losses for the feminist movements. Lastly, drawing on Faludi
and contemporary gender studies scholars, I elaborate on methods and strategies to confront
and minimize the harms created by these dynamics.



Tiirkiye ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde Feminizme Yonelik Tepkilerin Karsilastirmah
Bir Incelemesi

Deniz Durmus Hric

John Carroll Universitesi

Ozet
Susan Faludi, Backlash (1991) adli eserinde “kadinlarin tam esitligi elde etmesinden degil,
bunu elde etme olasiligmin artmasindan kaynaklanan bir antifeminist tepki’nin ortaya
ciktigini; bu tepkinin “kadinlari bitis ¢izgisine ulasmadan ¢ok 6nce durduran bir dnleyici
saldir1” oldugunu one siirer (s. 12). Faludi bu analizi 1990’larin basinda yapmis olsa da,
gortsleri 6zellikle sosyal medyanin etkisiyle giiglenen giiniimiiz feminizm karsit1 tepkilerini
anlamak agisindan hala son derece aydinlaticidir.

Sosyal medya platformlari, yirmi birinci ylizyilin feminist miicadelesinde ¢ifte bir rol
oynamaktadir: Bir yandan kiiresel diizeyde feminist dayamismay1 ve Orgiitlenmeyi esi
goriilmemis bicimde kolaylastirirken, diger yandan antifeminist ve kadin diismam
sOylemlerin dolasimi i¢in de verimli bir zemin sunmaktadir. Tiirkiye ve Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’nde otoriter ve popiilist siyasal hareketlerin yiikselisi, bu sdylemlere mesruiyet
kazandirmakta; feminist amaclar1 hedef alan aktorleri giderek daha goriiniir ve ciiretkar
kilmaktadir. Bu durum, her iki {lilkede de kadin diismanlig1 ve eril istiinliik ideolojilerinin
kiiltiirel ve politik diizeyde ciddi bir ivme kazanmasina yol agmaktadir.

Bu calisma, Tiirkiye ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’'nde sosyal medya platformlarinin kadin
diisman1 fikirlerin yayiliminda nasil isledigini karsilastirmali bir bakisla incelemektedir.
Farkli kiiltiirel ve siyasal baglamlara ragmen, her iki iilkedeki manosphere (erkeklik aglar)
benzer sdylem bic¢imleri, Orgilitlenme yontemleri ve ideolojik cergeveler sergilemektedir.
Dahasi, bu hareketler iktidarin ortiik ya da agik desteginden gii¢ ve mesruiyet kazanmaktadir.
Bunun karsiliginda, bu gruplarin artan goriiniirliigii hiikiimetlerin kadinlarin haklarin
kisitlayan ve feminist kurumlar1 zayiflatan politikalart gerekgelendirmesine hizmet
etmektedir.

Bu makale, dijital manosphere ile otoriter siyaset arasindaki karsilikli giiclendirici iliskiyi
izleyerek her iki iilkede de feminist hareketlerin onemli gerilemeler yasadigi donim
noktalarini analiz etmektedir. Faludi’nin kuramsal c¢ercevesi ve giincel toplumsal cinsiyet
caligmalar1 literatiirlinden yararlanarak, makale sonunda bu i¢ ice ge¢mis kadin diismanligi,
medya ve devlet iktidar1 dinamiklerinin yaratti§1 zararlar1 azaltmaya yonelik olasi stratejiler
tartisilmaktadir.



The Politics of Healing: Queer Feminist Solidarities in Times of Violence

Doga Rojda Koldas

Autonomous University of Madrid

Abstract
Scholarly perspectives often treat healing as an individual psychological process,
overlooking its political, structural and collective dimensions, particularly in contexts shaped
by state violence and systemic marginalization. This presentation centers the LGBTIQA+
communities in Turkey, who face escalating systemic discrimination and structural violence,
with no access to adequate healing spaces or institutional support from the justice and
healthcare systems.

Drawing on recent qualitative research on solidarity and healing among queer communities
in Turkey (Koldas, 2023), this presentation explores how healing emerges as a political and
relational practice. Based on in-depth interviews with 12 participants, it highlights how
systemic oppression produces collective trauma within queer communities, yet also reveals
how community-based practices of care, solidarity, and political resistance offer vital
strategies for survival and well-being.

The findings are structured around three themes: (1) Living Under Violence: Structural Harm
and Everyday Survival, (2) Solidarity as Survival and Resistance, and (3) Healing Through
Connection: Relational Practices of Care. Participants describe solidarity not only as a form
of emotional support but also as a political commitment that affirms identity, fosters
belonging, and sustains resistance. Healing is framed not as a personal or linear process, but
as relational, ongoing, and inherently political and inseparable from collective empowerment
and the struggle for justice.

By centering queer voices and experiences in a context of systemic violence, the paper
contributes to broader discussions on healing justice, transformative care, and feminist
resistance.



iyilesmenin Politikasi: Siddet Karsisinda Kuir Feminist Dayamismalar

Doga Rojda Koldas
Madrid Ozerk Universitesi

Abstract
Akademik yaklasimlar, iyilesmeyi ¢ogunlukla bireysel bir psikolojik siire¢ olarak ele alir ve
bu siiregte iyilesmenin politik, yapisal ve kolektif boyutlarini géz ardi eder. Bu durum,
ozellikle devlet siddeti ve yapisal diglanmayla sekillenen baglamlarda daha belirgin hale
gelir. Bu sunum, Tirkiye'de sistematik ayrimcilik ve yapisal siddetin artan etkilerine maruz
kalan, adalet ve saglik sistemlerinden yeterli kurumsal destek ya da giivenli iyilesme
alanlarina erigimi olmayan LGBTIQA+ topluluklarint merkeze almaktadir.

Tirkiye’deki kuir topluluklar arasinda dayanisma ve iyilesme pratiklerine odaklanan nitel bir
arastirmadan (Koldas, 2023) yola ¢ikan bu ¢alisma, iyilesmeyi politik ve iliskisel bir pratik
olarak incelemektedir. 12 katilimciyla yapilan derinlemesine goriismelere dayanan arastirma,
sistematik baskinin kuir topluluklar i¢cinde kolektif travma yarattigini, ancak ayni zamanda
topluluk temelli bakim, dayanigsma ve politik direnis pratiklerinin hayatta kalma ve esenlik
hali i¢in 6nemli stratejiler sundugunu gostermektedir.

Bulgular ii¢ tema etrafinda yapilandirilmistir: (1) Siddet Altinda Yasamak: Yapisal Zarar ve
Giindelik Hayatta Kalma, (2) Hayatta Kalma ve Direnis Bi¢imi olarak Dayanisma, (3) Bag
Kurarak lyilesme: Iliskisel Bakim Pratikleri. Katilimcilar dayanismay: sadece duygusal bir
destek bi¢imi olarak degil, kimligi onaylayan, aidiyeti gliclendiren ve direnisi siirdiiren
politik bir taahhiit olarak tanimlamaktadir. Iyilesme, kisisel ya da dogrusal bir siire¢ olarak
degil; iliskisel, stirekli, 6zl geregi politik ve kolektif giiclenme ve adalet miicadelesinden
ayrilamaz bir siire¢ olarak kavramsallagtirilmaktadir.

Sistemik siddet baglaminda kuir sesleri ve deneyimleri merkeze alan bu ¢alisma, iyilestirici
adalet, doniistiiriicli bakim ve feminist direnis iizerine yiiriitiilen daha genis tartigmalara
katkida bulunmaktadir.



“What Would They Say?”: Disrupting Gender Stereotypes and Ageism Through Comedy
in Contemporary Turkish Cinema

Ece Arithan

Bahgesehir University

Abstract

In this study, comedy is explored as a subversive tool of resistance and transformation in
contemporary Turkish cinema by concentrating on two films: Nadide Hayat (Irmak, 2015)
and Mukadderat (Giig, 2024), that feature older women as protagonists. Although comedy
has been generally considered as apolitical or a diversion, feminist and queer scholars have
underlined the genre’s disruptive potential to shed light on gender stereotypes, challenge the
status quo, and open a space for counter narratives. Utilizing an intersectional feminist and
queer perspective, this study approaches comedy as a tool to critique and shift the
representation of women who are silenced and marginalized. Both Nadide Hayat and
Mukadderat use humor to break down and subvert cultural and social structures within the
context of aging, desire, and domesticity. These films foreground women who upend the
linear timelines of widowhood by resisting the passive role that has been assigned to them by
their community. The theoretical foundation of this study is grounded in the works of
theorists including Judith Butler, Sara Ahmed, and Jack Halberstam and informed by the
impact of fourth wave feminism on the representation of gender. The aim of this work is to
use narrative and visual discourse analysis to demonstrate how humor can be utilized as a
tool of resistance, agency, and collective revolution in Turkish cinema.



“El Alem Ne Der?”: Giincel Tiirk Sinemasinda Komedi Yoluyla Toplumsal Cinsiyet
Kaliplarim ve Yas Ayrimcihigimi Yikmak

Ece Arithan

Bahcesehir Universitesi

Ozet

Bu calisma, yasaminin ilerleyen dénemindeki kadinlar1 bagkahraman olarak 6ne ¢ikaran iki
filmi — Nadide Hayat (Irmak, 2015) ve Mukadderat (Giig, 2024) — odagina alarak giincel
Tirk sinemasinda komedinin bir direnis ve donlisiim araci olarak kaliplar1 yikma
potansiyelini incelemektedir. Komedi genellikle apolitik veya gergeklikten kagis aract olarak
goriilen bir tiir olarak degerlendirilse de feminist ve kuir kuramcilar bu tiiriin toplumsal
cinsiyet kaliplarin1 goriiniir kilma, mevcut statiikoya meydan okuma ve karsi-anlatilar igin bir
alan agma konusundaki dontistiiriicii giiclinii vurgulamiglardir. Kesisimsel bir feminist ve kuir
perspektiften yola ¢ikan bu calisma, susturulan ve marjinallestirilen kadin temsillerini
elestirmek ve doniistiirmek amaciyla komedinin bir arag¢ olarak kullanilmasini ele almaktadir.
Nadide Hayat ve Mukadderat filmlerinde, ilerleyen yas, arzu ve ev igi roller baglaminda
kiiltiirel ve toplumsal yapilar1 ¢éziimlemek ve yikmak icin mizah kullanilir. Bu filmler,
toplum tarafindan kendilerine atfedilen pasif rollere direnen ve dul olma durumlarindan
dogan beklentileri alt iist eden kadinlari merkezine almaktadir. Bu ¢alismanin kuramsal
temeli, Judith Butler, Sara Ahmed ve Jack Halberstam gibi kuramcilarin eserlerine
dayanmaktadir ve toplumsal cinsiyetin temsili incelenirken dordiincii dalga feminizmin
etkilerinden yararlanilmaktadir. Bu arastirmanin amaci, anlati ve gorsel sOylem analizini
kullanarak mizahin Tiirk sinemasinda bir direnis, 6znelesme ve kolektif doniisiim araci
olarak nasil iglev gordiigiinii gostermektir.



From Hegemonic Masculinity to Feminist Politics: Gender Construction the Political
Communication of Iceland and Turkey Leaders

Ece Karacay Arin
Topkapt University

Abstract

Gender equality plays a determining role in countries’ levels of development. Political,
cultural, and economic dynamics emerge as decisive factors in countries’ policies toward
gender equality. Women's political representation and leadership positions provide critical
indicators for evaluating gender equality in politics. In addition to women's numerical
representation in politics, the quality of their positions and their implementation of gender
equality policies constitute significant data for assessing gender equality in the political
sphere.

The World Economic Forum has published the “Global Gender Gap Report” annually since
2006. Based on women’s participation in the economy, health, education, and politics,
Iceland has consistently ranked first since 2009, while Turkey ranks among the lowest in
gender equality. This research aims to examine the political communication strategies of the
leaders of Iceland, ranked first, and Turkey, ranked 127th in the Global Gender Gap Report
2024. Although she resigned from the prime ministership on April 9, 2024, Katrin
Jakobsdottir is included in the sample because she was in office when the Global Gender Gap
Report 2024 was published. In this context, the study examines the last 100 posts shared by
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and former Icelandic Prime Minister Katrin
Jakobsdottir on the social media platform X before April 9, 2024. The discourses developed
by the leaders on feminism, gender, and gender equality are analyzed through critical
discourse analysis

The fundamental problematic of this study is to reveal how discursive differences between
hegemonic masculinity and feminist politics are constructed in the leadership discourses of
two countries positioned at opposite ends of gender equality. The research aims to contribute
to the development of gender equality policies.



Hegemonik Maskiilenlikten Feminist Politikaya: izlanda ve Tiirkiye Liderlerinin Siyasal
Iletisimde Toplumsal Cinsiyet insas

Ece Karacay Arin

Topkapt Universitesi

Ozet

Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi, {ilkelerin gelismislik diizeylerinde belirleyici bir rol
oynamaktadir. Diger yandan siyasi, kiiltiirel ve ekonomik dinamikler, iilkelerin toplumsal
cinsiyet esitligine yonelik politikalarinda belirleyici unsurlar olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Kadimnlarin politik temsiliyeti ve liderlik pozisyonlari, siyasette cinsiyet esitliginin
degerlendirilmesinde kritik gostergeler sunmaktadir. Kadinlarin siyasetteki sayisal temsilinin
yani sira Ustlendikleri pozisyonlarin niteligi ve toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi politikalarina
yonelik  gerceklestirdikleri ~ uygulamalar,  siyasi  alanda  cinsiyet  esitliginin
degerlendirilmesinde 6nemli veriler ortaya koymaktadir.

Diinya Ekonomik Forumu tarafindan 2006 yilindan bu yana Kiiresel Cinsiyet Esitsizligi
Raporu yayimlanmaktadir. Kadinlarin ekonomi, saglik, egitim ve politika alanlarindaki
katilimini baz alarak hazirlanan raporda 2009 yilindan bu yana Izlanda birinci sirada yer
alirken, Tirkiye'nin esitlik siralamasinda son siralarda yer aldig1 goriilmektedir. Bu arastirma,
Kiiresel Cinsiyet Esitsizligi 2024 Raporu’nda birinci sirada yer alan Izlanda ile 127. sirada
konumlanan Tirkiye liderlerinin siyasal iletisim stratejilerini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. 9
Nisan 2024 tarihinde bagbakanlik gorevinden ayrilmasina ragmen, calismada Kiiresel
Cinsiyet Esitsizligi 2024 Raporu'nun yayimlandigi donemde goérevde olmasi sebebiyle
Katrin Jakobsdottir 6rnekleme dahil edilmistir.

Bu baglamda calismada, Tiirkiye Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip Erdogan ile izlanda eski
basbakan1 Katrin Jakobsdottir’in 9 Nisan 2024 tarihinden 6nce X sosyal paylasim sitesi
tizerinden yaptiklart son 100 paylasim incelenmektedir. Liderlerin feminizm, toplumsal
cinsiyet ve kadm-erkek esitligi konularinda gelistirdikleri sdylemler elestirel soylem analizi
yontemiyle analiz edilmektedir.

Bu calismanin temel sorunsali, toplumsal cinsiyet esitliginde zit konumlarda bulunan iki
iilkenin liderlik sOylemlerinde hegemonik maskiilenlik ve feminist politikalar arasindaki
sOylemsel farkliliklarin nasil insa edildigini ortaya koymaktir. Arastirma sonuglarinin
toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi politikalarinin gelistirilmesine katki saglamasi hedeflenmektedir.



Cutting Across Borders: A Collage Workshop on Migration, Gender, and Identity

Ecem Hazal Oksiizomer Barlak

Istk University

Abstract
This hands-on workshop aims to visualize the traces of personal migration experiences and
testimonies in memory through the art of collage. Migration is not merely a change of
location; it is a multi-layered process with deep emotional and social dimensions, including
identity, belonging, loss, and hope. The workshop offers participants the opportunity to
express their own migration stories or their testimonies (whether experienced directly or
witnessed through news, a neighbor, or a colleague) using a creative visual language.

The workshop aims to highlight the relationships among migration, gender, and identity
experiences, aligning with the conference's openness to intersectional perspectives, while
emphasizing that migration is a life experience redefined through the axes of the body,
identity, and belonging.

Smirlar1 Kesmek: Gog, Cinsiyet ve Kimlik Uzerine Bir Kolaj Atélyesi

Ecem Hazal Oksiizomer Barlak

Isik Universitesi

Ozet
Bu uygulamali atélye, go¢ deneyimlerinin ve tanikliklarinin hafizadaki izlerini kolaj sanati
aracilifiyla gorsellestirmeyi amaglar. Go¢, sadece mekansal bir yer degisimi degil; kimlik,
aidiyet, kayip ve umut gibi duygusal ve toplumsal boyutlar1 olan ¢cok katmanli bir siiregtir.
Atolye, katilimcilara kendi go¢ hikayelerini veya tanikliklarini (ister dogrudan deneyimlemis
olsun, isterse bir haber, komsu veya is arkadasi iizerinden tanik olmus olsun) yaratici bir
gorsel dille ifade etme olanagi sunar.

Atolye, konferansin kesisimsel perspektiflere acik yapisiyla uyumlu bir sekilde, gog,
toplumsal cinsiyet ve kimlik deneyimleri arasindaki iligkileri goriiniir kilmay1 hedeflerken
gbclin bedensel, kimliksel ve aidiyet ekseninde yeniden tanimlanan bir yasam deneyimi
oldugunu vurgular.



A Human Rights Response to the Concepts of Family and Family Life: A Fragile
Consensus

Elif Celik

Eskisehir Osmangazi University

Abstract

It is a well-established fact that the concept of the family is increasingly being appropriated,
localized, and instrumentalized by contemporary right-wing populist and authoritarian
governments across diverse national contexts. International human rights law, on the other
hand - albeit in a contested manner — continues to serve as a central arena where the
meaning and boundaries of family and family life are negotiated in cases concerning
violations of these rights at the domestic level. In this respect, issues such as kinship, care
work, recognition, and related dimensions are articulated and protected under international
human rights law through the rights to “found a family” and to “respect for private and
family life.”

The starting point of this presentation is to initially examine how contemporary international
human rights law defines and protects the concepts of family and family life, and which
forms of relationships and caregiving it deems worthy of recognition within this framework.
In this regard, it will explore how global and regional human rights frameworks construct
their approaches to family life, and how they reference concepts such as marriage, biology,
cohabitation, identity, and gender.

The presentation focuses particularly on the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human
Rights (ECtHR), given that Turkey is part of the system, since the Court’s approach — for
instance to de facto families — often reflects tensions between supranational standards and
domestic legal frameworks. Yet, certain “hard cases” reveal that the Court has not been
sufficiently effective in resolving these tensions. Ultimately, concepts such as the “margin of
appreciation” and “European consensus” play a decisive role in the Court’s assessments.

At a time when traditionalist and anti-gender discourses are gaining renewed strength across
several Council of Europe member states, this presentation further asks: can the fragile
European consensus on matters relating to family and family life endure? And can the
ECtHR remain a credible authority in defending pluralistic understandings of family life?



Aile ve Aile Hayati Kavramlarina insan Haklar1 Hukuku Baglaminda Bir Yamit: Kirilgan
Bir Uzlas:

Elif Celik

Eskisehir Osmangazi Universitesi

Ozet

Aile kavraminin, giinimiiziin sag-popiilist ve otoriter hiikiimetleri tarafindan farkli ulusal
baglamlarda giderek daha fazla sahiplenildigi, yerellestirildigi ve aragsallagtirildig:
bilinmektedir. Bununla birlikte, uluslararasi insan haklar1 hukuku —her ne kadar tartismali
olsa da— ulusal diizeyde bu haklarin ihlali s6z konusu oldugunda, ailenin ve aile yasaminin
anlami ile siirlarinin miizakere edildigi merkezi bir zemin olma niteligini siirdiirmektedir.
Bu baglamda soybagi, bakim emegi, taninma ve benzeri konular, uluslararasi insan haklari
hukukunda “aile kurma” ve “6zel ve aile hayatina saygi” haklar1 g¢ercevesinde formiile
edilmekte ve giivence altina alinmaktadir.

Bu sunum, oOncelikle cagdas uluslararasi insan haklar1 hukukunun aile ve aile hayati
kavramlarini nasil tanimlayip korudugunu ve bu ¢ercevede hangi iliski ve bakim bi¢imlerini
taninmaya deger gordiiglinii elestirel bicimde incelemektedir. Bu dogrultuda, kiiresel ve
bolgesel insan haklar1 ¢ercevelerinin aile yasamina iliskin yaklasimlarini nasil insa ettikleri
ve evlilik, biyoloji, birlikte yasama, kimlik ile toplumsal cinsiyet kavramlarina nasil atifta
bulunduklar1 sorgulanmaktadir.

Sunumda, Tiirkiye nin de pargasi oldugu bir sistem olmasi nedeniyle, Avrupa Insan Haklari
Mahkemesi'nin (AIHM) yaklasimma o&zellikle odaklanilmaktadir. Zira Mahkeme’nin
—ornegin fiill (de facto) ailelere iliskin— yaklagimi, ¢ogu zaman ulusiistii standartlarla ulusal
hukuk diizenleri arasindaki gerilimleri yansitmaktadir. Ancak “zor vakalar” olarak
nitelendirilebilecek bazi Ornekler, Mahkeme’nin bu gerilimleri asmada yeterince etkili
olamadigini ortaya koymaktadir. Nihayetinde, Mahkeme nezdindeki bu degerlendirmelerde
“devletlerin takdir marj1” ve “Avrupa uzlasis1” gibi 6l¢iitler de belirleyici rol oynamaktadir.

Ote yandan, Konsey iiyesi bazi devletlerde gelenek¢i ve toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti
sOylemlerin gii¢ kazandig1 bir donemde, bu sunum su sorular1 da glindeme getirmektedir:
Aile ve aile hayatina iliskin konularda Avrupa genelinde var olan kirillgan uzlasi
siirdiiriilebilir mi? AIHM, aile yasamina dair ¢ogulcu yaklasimlar: savunmada hala inandirici
bir otorite olarak kalabilir mi?



From a Gendered Perspective: Women’s Experiences as Self-Employed Couriers in the Gig
Economy

Elif Hacisalihoglu, Saziye Aleyna Kara

Trakya University

Abstract

Self-employed courier work is one of today's increasingly common forms of employment.
However, due to the conditions under which the work is performed and how it is organised in
terms of time and space, it is considered a male-dominated job within the context of gender
norms. While men are visible and numerically dominant in this field, female self-employed
couriers are invisible in numerical data. Although studies on the gig economy and the
changing world of work are increasing, research focusing on women's experiences of
working as self-employed couriers in Turkey is lacking in the literature, thus perpetuating
their invisibility in academia. In general, it can be said that the issues faced by couriers are
addressed on a common platform, regardless of gender. Therefore, studies cannot challenge
the male-dominated structure of the sector. This study aims to highlight the experiences of
female couriers in the context of gender and working life, making their experiences visible
and helping to create a knowledge base in this area.

Female couriers are caught between two different pressures. On the one hand, their current
work experiences have a widespread impact, bringing with them uncertainty, insecurity, long
working hours and various dangers; on the other hand, they face the additional difficulty of
working as a woman. The functioning of the platforms, their relationships with mostly male
colleagues and customers, and their families constitute different dimensions that can
influence the experiences of female couriers. This study involved conducting eleven
face-to-face and online interviews with female couriers in two cities: Istanbul, a metropolis,
and Edirne, a smaller city. In-depth interview techniques were used. The semi-structured
interview findings will be discussed in terms of gender-based experiences, working
conditions, relationships with peers and couriers of the opposite sex, self-identification and
predictions/plans for the future. Other topics include the advantages and disadvantages of the
job, the challenges faced by women, and coping strategies.



Toplumsal Cinsiyet Perspektifinden Gig Ekonomisinde Kadinlarin Esnaf Kuryelik
Deneyimleri

Elif Hacisalihoglu, Saziye Aleyna Kara

Trakya Universitesi

Ozet

Esnaf kuryelik, giiniimiiziin yayginlasan ¢alisma bi¢imlerindendir. Isin yapilma kosullar1 ve
mekansal-zamansal Orgiitlenmesi nedeniyle toplumsal cinsiyet normlar1 baglaminda erkek
egemen bir 1§ olarak konumlanmaktadir. Erkeklerin goriiniirliikk ve sayisal olarak da baskin
oldugu esnaf kuryelik alaninda, kadin esnaf-kuryelerin varlig1 sayisal verilerde goériinmez
haldedir. Gig ekonomisi ve kapsaminda doniisen ¢alisma yasamina iliskin ¢alismalar artis
gostermekle beraber, bu genislemenin aksine, Tiirkiye’de kadinlarin esnaf-kuryelik
deneyimlerine odaklanan aragtirmalarin literatiirde yer bulmadigi, goriinmezligin akademik
alanda da devam ettigi gbzlemlenmektedir. Genel olarak esnaf- kuryelik sorunlarinin cinsiyet
bazli ayrnstirilmadan, kadin-erkek ortak diizlemde ele alindigi, dolayisiyla sektdrdeki
erkek-egemen yapmnin c¢alismalar ile de kirilamadigi belirtilebilir. Bu c¢alisma, kadin
esnaf-kuryelerin toplumsal cinsiyet ve calisma yasami kapsaminda deneyimlerine yer
verecek olup, deneyimleri goriiniir kilmay1 ve bu kapsamda bilgi birikiminin olugmasi i¢in
alan agmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Kadin esnaf-kuryelerin iki farkli kiskag altinda oldugundan bahsedilebilir. Bir yandan giincel
calisma deneyimlerinin yayginlasan etkisine paralel olarak belirsizlik, giivencesizlik, yogun
caligma saatleri ve ¢esitli boyutlarda tehlikeler; diger yandan da kadin olarak ¢alismanin
zorluklarina maruz kalma. Aileleri, platformlarin isleyisi, meslektaslar1 (cogunlukla erkek)
olan diger esnaf kuryeler ve miisterilerle iliskileri kadin esnaf-kuryelerin deneyimlerini
etkileyebilen farkli boyutlar1 olusturmaktadir. Bu calismada derinlemesine miilakat teknigi
ile bir metropol sehir (Istanbul) ve bir kii¢iik sehir (Edirne) olmak iizere iki sehirdeki kadin
esnaf-kuryelerle yiiz ylize ve online olarak 11 goriisme gergeklestirilmistir. Yari
yapilandirilmig goriisme formlarinin kullanildigi calismadan elde edilen bulgular cinsiyet
temelinde yasadiklart deneyimler c¢alisma kosullari, hemcinsleri ve diger cinsiyetteki
kuryelerle 1iliskileri, kendilerini tanimlama ve gelecege iliskin Ongoriileri/planlari, isin
avantajlar1 ve dezavantajlari, kadin olmaya yonelik zorluklar1 ve bas etme stratejileri
kategorileri ekseninde ele alinacaktir.



The Feminist Political Economy of Mechanization in Agriculture: The Effects of Machine
Use in Tea Harvesting on Women’s Labor and Life Processes in Rize

Elif Karagimen, Melda Yaman

Recep Tayyip Erdogan University, Istanbul University

Abstract

In political economy, technology is not viewed as a neutral tool but as part of power
relations, production systems, and social structures. The production, use, and effects of
technology are understood in relation to class relations, capital accumulation, and labor
processes. Building on this, classical agrarian political economy conceptualizes
mechanization as a mechanism of capitalist restructuring: a process that replaces labor and
reconfigures labor—capital relations (Bernstein, 2010). Feminist agrarian studies have
contributed to this literature by foregrounding women’s roles in agricultural production, their
responsibilities in social reproduction, and the inequalities they face in accessing markets.
Feminist technology studies, in turn, argue that tools and machines are co-constructed with
gender, conceptualizing technology as a process shaped through gendered practices, material
characteristics, and institutional contexts (Bray, 2007; Faulkner, 2001). Feminist scholarship
demonstrates that machine use in agriculture is often assigned to men; women, by contrast,
are frequently excluded from operating such tools and are instead confined to labor-intensive
agricultural tasks and domestic reproductive work (Afridi et al., 2020; Ager et al., 2023).

Situated at the intersection of these literatures, this study proposes rethinking mechanization
in tea production as a process in which labor relations and divisions of labor are being
reconfigured. Drawing on extensive fieldwork conducted in Rize, the study shows that the
recent spread of motorized tea harvesting has not simply displaced women’s labor, but has
reshaped, transformed, and at times generated resistance within women’s work and everyday
life. Furthermore, the fact that tea is governed as a politically significant commodity in
Turkey, along with state intervention through procurement policies, exposes women’s
embodied and experiential production practices more directly to market pressures of speed,
cost, and efficiency. For this reason, the study approaches mechanization in tea not merely as
a technical advancement, but as a multilayered transformation unfolding at the intersection of
gender, embodied knowledge, and political intervention.



Tarimda Makinelesmenin Feminist Politik Ekonomisi: Rize’de Cay Hasadinda Makine
Kullaniminin Kadinlarin Emek ve Yasam Siireclerine Etkisi

Elif Kara¢imen, Melda Yaman

Recep Tayyip Erdogan Universitesi, Istanbul Universitesi

Abstract

Politik ekonomide teknoloji yansiz bir ara¢ degil, iktidar iligkilerinin, iiretim sisteminin ve
toplumsal yapinin bir pargast olarak ele alinir. Teknolojinin iiretimi, kullanimi ve etkileri,
siif iligkileri, sermaye birikimi ve emek siirecleriyle i¢ ice degerlendirilir. Klasik tarim
ekonomi politigi, buradan hareketle mekanizasyonu kapitalist yeniden yapilanmanin bir araci
olarak, emegi ikame eden ve emek-sermaye iligkilerini yeniden yapilandiran bir siireg
seklinde kavramsallastirmaktadir (Bernstein, 2010). Feminist tarim ¢aligmalar1 bu yaklagima,
kadinlarin tarimsal iiretimdeki konumunu, yeniden iiretim yikiimliiliiklerini ve piyasaya
erisimdeki esitsizlikleri goriiniir kilarak onemli katkilar sunmustur. Feminist teknoloji
caligmalar1 ise araglarin ve makinelerin toplumsal cinsiyetle birlikte insa edildigini
savunarak, teknolojiyi toplumsal cinsiyet pratikleri, maddi o6zellikler ve kurumsal
baglamlarla birlikte olusan bir siire¢ olarak kavramsallastirir (Bray, 2007; Faulkner, 2001).
Feminist ¢aligmalar makine kullaniminin ¢ogunlukla erkeklerin sorumluluguna birakildigini
savunmakta; kadinlarin genellikle bu araglar1 kullanmaktan diglanarak, emek-yogun tarimsal
iiretime ve hane icindeki bakim ve yeniden iiretim islerine sikigtirildigini gostermektedir
(Afridi vd. 2020; Ager vd., 2023).

Bu literatiirlerin kesisiminde yer alan bu calisma, cay iiretiminde mekanizasyonu emek
siireclerinin ve isbdliimiiniin yeniden yapilandig1r bir siire¢ olarak yeniden diislinmeyi
onermektedir. Rize’de yiiriitiilen kapsamli saha arastirmasina dayanan c¢alisma, son {i¢ yilda
yayginlasan motorla kesimin kadin emegini dislamaktan ziyade onu yeniden yapilandiran,
doniistiiren ve yer yer direnise yol agan ¢ok bicimli etkiler iirettigini gostermektedir. Cayin
Tiirkiye’de politik bir iiriin olarak yonetilmesi ve devletin miidahaleci alim politikalar1 ise
kadinlarin deneyime dayali iiretim pratiklerini piyasanin hiz, maliyet ve verimlilik
baskilarina daha agik hale getirmektedir. Bu nedenle ¢alisma, ¢ayda mekanizasyonu yalnizca
teknik bir ilerleme olarak degil; toplumsal cinsiyet, bedensel bilgi ve siyasal miidahalenin
kesisiminde sekillenen ¢ok katmanli bir doniistim siireci olarak ele almaktadir.



The Invisible Labour of Women Working from Home During the Pandemic

Elif Ugerli

Galatasaray University

Abstract
Although the COVID-19 pandemic now seems like a distant past, it affected our lives for a
period of time. One of the groups that experienced the effects of the “quarantine” period was
white-collar employees working from home. While capitalism’s distinctive feature is to
externalize labour from the household and sharpen the separation between home and work,
the quarantine blurred —and in some sectors, completely erased— this distinction.

The return of women, whose entry into the public sphere took centuries, to the private sphere
created the risk of deepening existing gender inequalities and increasing the burden of unpaid
domestic labour. Although it is not possible to precisely measure gender inequality in the
division of domestic labour today, it remains a fact that inequality exists wherever patriarchy
prevails. This applies to all women, whether employed or not. Nevertheless, for “educated”
or “career-oriented” women, the ability to meet most basic needs externally through paid
services had provided a significant advantage. The quarantine not only eliminated this
possibility but also increased the amount of domestic work as time spent at home grew,
placing this additional burden largely on women.

Working from home not only intensified women’s invisible labour but also prompted a
re-question of the myth of the “modern woman.” While men’s egalitarian rhetoric often
failed in practice, they distanced themselves from housework by resorting to excuses such as
“incompetence” or “not understanding these tasks.” When they did participate in domestic
work, they tended to choose tasks that received higher social approval or were perceived as
carrying a greater potential for professionalization, for instance, cooking or childcare rather
than cleaning. In this study, I conducted in-depth interviews with fifteen women who
experienced the pandemic while working from home and living with at least one man,
searching for the transformation of invisible labour during this period.



Pandemide Evden Cahsan Kadinlarin Goriinmeyen Emegi

Elif Ugerli

Galatasaray Universitesi

Ozet

COVID-19 pandemisi su an uzak ge¢mis gibi goriinse de bir donem hayatimizi derinden
etkiledi. “Kapanma” olarak gecen donemin etkilerini hisseden kesimlerden biri de evden
calisan beyaz yakalilar oldu. Kapitalizmin ayiric1 6zelligi isi, evin disina ¢ikarmasi ve ev-is
ayrimint keskinlestirmesiyken; kapanma kimi sektorlerde ev-is ayrimimi ortadan kaldirdi.
Kamusal alana ¢ikisi yiizyillar alan kadinlarin 6zel alana doniisii ise mevcut toplumsal
cinsiyet esitsizliginin derinlesmesi ve ev i¢i karsiliksiz emegin artmasi tehdidini meydana
getirdi. Glinlimiizde ev i¢i is boliimiindeki cinsiyet esitsizligini net sekilde 6lgmek miimkiin
olmasa da patriyarkanin oldugu her yerde esitsizlik oldugu gergek. Bu durum ¢alisan ya da
calismayan tim kadinlar i¢in gecerli. Yine de ozellikle “okumus” ya da “kariyer yapan”
kadinlar icin ¢ogu temel ihtiyacin disaridan ticret karsiligi giderilme imkami 6nemli bir
avajtaj sagliyordu. Kapanma ise hem bu imkani ortadan kaldirdi hem de evde gegirilen
zaman arttikca yapilmasi gereken ev isi artt1 ve bu ylik kadinlara yiiklendi. Evden ¢alisma
kadmlarin goriinmeyen emek yiikiinii artirirken bir yandan da modern kadin mitinin
sorgulanmasina sebep oldu. Erkeklerin esitlik¢i sOylemleri pratikte basarisiz olurken, ev
isinden uzaklagsmak i¢in “beceriksizlik” ya da “bu islerden anlamama” bahanesine sigindilar.
Ev isine dahil olmak zorunda kaldiklarinda ise toplumsal kabul/takdir ya da
profesyonellesme potansiyeli daha yiiksek olan isleri tercih ettiler. (Ornegin temizlik yerine
yemek yapmak ya da ¢ocukla ilgilenmek). Calismada pandemiyi evden ¢alisarak ve en az bir
erkekle ayn1 evde yasayarak geciren 15 kadinla derinlemesine miilakatlar yapip goriinmeyen
emek degisimini inceliyorum.



Navigating Emotions in the Patriarchal State: Gender and Personalization in Turkish
Elections

Esra Issever Ekinci

Bilkent University

Abstract

This paper explores the intersection of personalised politics, emotions, and the lived
experiences of women candidates in Turkey's authoritarian political landscape. Drawing on
candidate survey data and campaign ethnographies at the time of the May 2023
parliamentary election, we investigate whether personalised campaigns require women
candidates to engage in campaign work of managing and performing emotions — campaign
emotion work. By examining emotional practices and responses to experiences of violence
and harassment, the study highlights the complexities of personalised campaigns in an
environment that conflates emotional authenticity with political legitimacy—where
emotional expressions are masculinised— increasing emotional work and emotional labour
among women candidates as they navigate this complexity. We find evidence of emotional
work, especially managing feelings of anger and fear. However, “false-face acting” emotional
labour—using humour—was less prevalent among women as observed in their everyday
campaigns and through an online candidate survey which could be linked to the
masculinisation of emotions.



Tiirkiye Secimlerinde Duygularla Basa Cikmak: Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kisisellesen Siyaset

Esra Issever Ekinci

Bilkent Universitesi

Ozet

Bu makale, kisisellesen siyaset, duygular ve Tiirkiye'nin otoriter siyasi ortamindaki kadin
adaylarin yasanmis deneyimlerinin kesisim noktasini incelemektedir. Mayis 2023 genel
secimleri sirasindaki aday anket verileri ve kampanya etnografyalarindan yararlanilarak,
kisisellestirilmis kampanyalarin kadin adaylardan duygularini yonetme ve icra etmek gibi
kampanya calismasi yapmalarimi gerektirip gerektirmedigini arastirtyoruz. Kampanya
sirasinda adaylarin duygularin1 yonetme (duygu calismasi) ve duygularini icra etmesini
(duygu emegi) kampanya duygu eforu olarak kavramsallastirtyoruz. Siddet ve taciz
deneyimlerine yonelik duygusal pratikler ve tepkiler inceleyerek erigilen bulgular, duygusal
samimiyetin siyasi mesruiyetle karistirildigi ve buna bagli olarak duygusal ifadelerin
eril/erkeklikle iligkilendirildigi bir siyasi ortamda kisisellestirilmis kampanyalarin
karmagikligin1 vurguluyor. Bu durum, kadin adaylarin bu karmasiklikta ilerlerken duygu
calismast ve duygusal emegini artirmaktadir. Calismamiz, Ozellikle o6fke ve korku
duygularin1 yonetme seklinde duygu calismasi ile ilgili kanitlara isaret etmektedir. Anket
sonuclarinda, 6zellikle, duygularinin ifade edilmesinde duygusal bir hiyerarsinin bulundugu
ve Ofke duygusunun kadinlar tarafindan daha az ifade edildigini gostermektedir ki bu
duygusal bir esitsizlige de sebep olmaktadir. Ancak, gézlemlenen giinlilk kampanyalarda ve
cevrimi¢i aday anketlerde, "sahte yliz oyunculugu" (false-face acting) olarak adlandirilan
duygusal emegin, 6rnegin siddete karst mizah kullanma, kadin adaylar arasinda daha az
yaygin oldugu goézlemlemistir. Biz bu durumu, Tiirkiye’de duygularin erillestirilmesiyle
iligskilendiriyoruz.



Precarity Across Borders: Affective and Epistemic Challenges in Gender Studies Under
Anti-Gender and Neoliberal Regimes

Ezgi Pehlivanli, Hande Eslen Ziya

University of Stavanger

Abstract
This paper investigates the sociological dimensions of academic precarity experienced by
gender studies scholars in Turkey and Scandinavia. Against the backdrop of rising
anti-gender mobilizations and the deepening neoliberalization of higher education, we
examine how institutional configurations and shifting gender political landscapes shape both
the material and affective conditions of academic labor.

Drawing on preliminary data set from qualitative interviews with scholars across the two
regions, we identify converging structural patterns — contractual insecurity, performance—
driven evaluation regimes, and constrained academic autonomy, alongside profound
emotional effects, including burnout, anxiety, and disaffection. These dynamics manifest
differently across contexts: in Turkey, through explicit state-led suppression of gender
research; in Scandinavia, through subtle marginalization within managerial frameworks that
privilege technocratic neutrality over critical scholarship.

Building on our previous work, we apply and extend the concept of affective precarity to
analyze how structural constraints are internalized and felt in scholars’ everyday academic
lives. We show how these pressures not only undermine academic well-being but also distort
the production and circulation of feminist and queer knowledge. Yet we also trace emergent
modes of resistance: everyday acts of refusal, relational forms of care, and transnational
solidarities that signal alternative ways of sustaining intellectual and emotional life in the
academy. By centering scholars’ lived experiences, we call for a sociological rethinking of
academic sustainability: one that foregrounds not individual resilience, but collective
strategies for fostering epistemic justice, institutional inclusivity, and feminist solidarity
across borders.



Sinirlar1 Asan Giivencesizlik: Neoliberal ve Toplumsal Cinsiyet Karsiti Rejimler
Baglaminda Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalarinda Bilgi ve Duygu Alanindaki Miicadeleler

Ezgi Pehlivanli, Hande Eslen Ziya

Stavanger Universitesi

Ozet
Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye ve Iskandinavya’daki toplumsal cinsiyet calismalar1 akademisyenlerinin
yasadigi akademik giivencesizligin sosyolojik boyutlarin1 incelemektedir. Calisma,
anti-cinsiyet hareketlerinin ytikselisi ve yiiksekdgretimin neoliberal yeniden yapilanmasi
baglaminda, kurumsal yapilarin ve degisen toplumsal cinsiyet-politik iklimlerinin akademik
emegin hem maddi hem de duygulanimsal kosullarini nasil sekillendirdigini analiz
etmektedir.

Iki bolgeden akademisyenlerle yiiriitiilen nitel goriismelerin 6n analizine dayanarak,
sozlesmesel giivencesizlik, performans temelli degerlendirme rejimleri ve kisitlanmig
akademik Ozerklik gibi ortak yapisal Oriintiilerin yani sira, tiikkenmislik, kaygi ve
yabancilasma gibi derin duygusal sonuglar tespit edilmistir. Bu dinamikler baglama gore
farkli bicimlerde ortaya c¢ikmaktadir: Tiirkiye’de devlet giidiimlii toplumsal cinsiyet
aragtirmalarinin bastirilmasi, Iskandinavya’da ise elestirel arastirmalar yerine teknokratik
tarafsizlig1 Onceleyen yonetsel cerceveler iginde sessiz bir marjinallesme yasandigi ortaya
cikmaktadir.

Onceki calismalarimizdan hareketle, duygulanimsal giivencesizlik (affective precarity)
kavramimi genisleterek yapisal kisitlarin akademisyenlerin gilindelik yasamlarinda nasil
bedensellestigini ve i¢sellestirildigini agiklamay1 hedefliyoruz. Bu baskilarin ayni1 zamanda
akademik 1iyi olusu zedeledigi, ek olarak feminist ve queer bilginin iiretimini de
zorlastirdigini One siiriiyoruz. Bununla birlikte, bu giivencesizlik kosullari i¢inde ortaya ¢ikan
direnis bi¢imlerini de izliyoruz: gilindelik reddetme pratikleri, iliskisel bakim bigimleri ve
ulusotesi dayanigsmalar, akademide entelektiiel ve duygusal yasami siirdiirmenin alternatif
yollarina isaret etmektedir.

Akademisyenlerin yasantilarini merkeze alan c¢alismamizda, akademik siirdiiriilebilirligin
sosyolojik agidan yeniden ele alinabilecegini Oneriyoruz. Buna gore, bireysel dayamklilik
anlatilarinin 6tesine gegerek, epistemik adalet, kurumsal kapsayicilik ve feminist dayanigmay1
siir 6tesi bir bigimde giiclendirecek kolektif stratejileri vurgulamay1 amagliyoruz.



The Spaces of Early Birds in Istanbul: Women on Stage

Gizem Girgin

KU Leuven

Abstract
This research offers a feminist ethnographic analysis of “female” performers navigating
Istanbul’s independent theater scene within Turkey’s conservative and patriarchal
socio-political context. It focuses on the everyday experiences of women in four theater
groups— one of which serves as the primary case study— highlighting the structural
challenges they face and the collective strategies they develop to sustain their artistic and
political presence.

Based on ethnographic fieldwork conducted for a thesis submitted to the Advanced Master’s
Program in Cultural Anthropology and Development Studies at KU Leuven, the research
draws on participant observation and in-depth interviews. Therefore, these women carve out
a way to both see and read the narratives by claiming space for themselves and other women
within a patriarchal context. Each untold narrative represents a missed opportunity for
women to collectively challenge and reshape the dominant discourse, enabling them to
embrace and articulate the complexities of their lived experiences. The female actors
illuminate the importance of seizing potential opportunities, like early birds catching the
light.

The research explores the diverse expressions of “womanhood” through the notions of public
gaze, narrative, performance, intersectionality, solidarity, and space. The space that becomes
crucial for living, creating, and resisting —a space they choose for themselves. Ultimately,
the paper argues that building and holding space—socially, emotionally, and physically—
emerges as a vital form of everyday feminist resistance.



Istanbul’daki Erkenci Kuslarin Alanlari: Sahnedeki Kadinlar

Gizem Girgin

KU Leuven

Ozet
Bu calisma, Tiirkiye’nin ataerkil sosyo-politik baglaminda Istanbul’un bagimsiz tiyatro
gruplarinda faaliyet gosteren “kadin” oyuncularin deneyimlerini feminist bir bakis agisiyla
incelemektedir. Arastirma, etnografik yontemlere dayanmakta olup, dort farkli tiyatro
grubundaki kadmnlarin giinliik pratiklerini, karsilastiklar1 yapisal engelleri ve sanatsal ile
politik varliklarini siirdiirmek i¢in gelistirdikleri kolektif stratejileri ele almaktadir.

Saha ¢alismasi, KU Leuven Kiiltiirel Antropoloji ve Kalkinma Caligmalari programi
kapsaminda katilimc1  gozlem yontemi ve derinlemesine miilakatlar araciligiyla
yluritilmistir. Kadmlar, ataerkil diizen i¢inde kendileri ve diger kadinlar i¢in alan agarak
kendi anlatilarin1 goriiniir ve duyulur héle getirmistir; ¢ilinkii anlatil(a)mamis her hikaye,
hakim soylemi kolektif olarak doniistiirme olanagini azaltmak anlamina gelmektedir. Bu
baglamda kadin oyuncular, anlatmanin ve sahnelemenin 6nemini—tipki sabahin erken
saatlerinde 15181 yakalayan kuslar gibi—gozler 6niine sermektedir.

Arastirma, kamusal bakis, anlati, performans, kesigimsellik, dayanigsma ve alan kavramlari
iizerinden “kadinlik” deneyimlerinin gesitliligini incelemekte; kadinlarin yasamak, iiretmek
ve direnmek i¢in kendilerinin olusturdugu alanin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Son olarak
caligma, sosyal, duygusal ve fiziksel olarak alan insa etmenin ve bu alan1 korumanin, giinliik
feminist direnisin temel bi¢cimlerinden biri oldugunu goéstermektedir.



Between Fields and Cities: Women’s Spatial Mobility, Labor Practices and Navigation of
Gender Roles

Goksu Gokturk Cebeci

University of Bremen

Abstract

Urban-directed migration takes the form of circular movement between rural and urban

areas, particularly among seasonal agricultural workers. This study refers to this recurring
movement as spatial mobility and addresses an overlooked aspect of this phenomenon,
namely how women’s spatial mobility influences their socio-economic and gendered
experiences. It focuses on seasonal hazelnut workers in Ordu, Turkey, as an ethnographic
case study. Ordu is home to the largest hazelnut production globally, and hazelnut farming
exemplifies a seasonal agricultural sector influenced by neoliberal policies that is dependent

on women'’s labor.

This paper explores how the spatial mobility of women engaged in seasonal hazelnut farming

in Ordu shapes their labor practices, living arrangements, and navigation of gender roles. It
employs constructivist grounded theory and uses semi-structured interviews, informal focus
group interviews, participant observation, and shadowing as methods. The findings are

based on fieldwork conducted in Ordu in 2023 and 2024.

The initial findings show that participants engage in various labor practices such as paid

seasonal farming, unpaid family farming, formal and informal employment, and unpaid care
work in rural and urban settings. These intertwined work practices and dual-sited living
arrangements contribute to the formation of blended identities that bridge spatial binaries.
Women’s spatial mobility reconfigures conceptualizations of rural-urban migration, the
rural-urban binary, and the division of paid and unpaid labor. Moreover, spatial mobility

provides a medium through which women navigate gender roles across both spaces.



Kir ile Kent Arasinda: Kadinlarin Mekansal Hareketliligi, Emek Pratikleri ve Toplumsal
Cinsiyet Rolleriyle Miizakeresi

Goksu Gokturk Cebeci

Bremen Universitesi

Ozet

Kirdan kente goc, ozellikle mevsimlik tarim iscileri agisindan, kirsal ve kentsel alanlar
arasinda dongiisel bir hareket biciminde gerceklesmektedir. Bu dongii, calismada “mekansal
hareketlilik”  olarak tanimlanmakta ve kadinlarin bu hareketlilik siirecinde yasadiklari

sosyo-ekonomik ve toplumsal cinsiyet temelli deneyimler incelenmektedir.

Findik tarimi, neoliberal tarim politikalarindan etkilenen ve kadin emegine dayanan

mevsimlik tarim sektoriiniin 6nemli bir 6rnegidir. Bu nedenle aragtirma, Tiirkiye’nin en fazla
findik {retilen bolgesi olan Ordu’daki yerli mevsimlik findik is¢ilerinin deneyimlerini
etnografik bir vaka olarak ele almaktadir. Caligma; Ordu’da mevsimlik findik tariminda yer

alan kadinlarin mekansal hareketliliginin, emek pratiklerini ve toplumsal cinsiyet rolleriyle
miizakere etme bicimlerini nasil sekillendirdigini incelemektedir. Calismada yapilandirmaci

temellendirilmis kuram yaklagimi uygulanmis; yar1 yapilandirilmis goriismeler, odak grup
goriismeleri ve katilimcer gozlem yontemleri kullanilmistir. Bulgular, 2023 ve 2024 yillarinda

Ordu’da gerceklestirilen saha arastirmasina dayanmaktadir.

[k bulgular, katilimcilarmn iicretli mevsimlik tarim, iicretsiz aile tarimi, kayitli ve kayitdist

istihdam ile iicretsiz bakim emegi gibi cesitli emek bi¢imlerinde yer aldiklarini
gostermektedir. Kadinlarin mekansal hareketliligi; emek pratikleri ve toplumsal cinsiyet

rolleriyle kurduklar: iligski aracilifiyla, kirsal-kentsel go¢, kir-kent ikiligi ve ticretli-licretsiz

emek ayrimina dair mevcut kavrayislar1 dontistiirmektedir.



Forms of Desire: Eroticism and Representation in the Miniatures of Abdullah Buhari

Giilsah Pestil

Istanbul University

Abstract
This paper aims to question the boundaries of desire and the representation of the body
within the Ottoman visual regime, through five erotic scenes attributed to the miniature artist
Abdullah Buhari, who is known to have been active in 18th-century Istanbul.

In contrast to the rich erotic discourses found in Ottoman literature and poetry, similar
themes in visual culture have been the subject of only limited study; indeed, some erotic
miniatures have been excluded altogether from the history of Ottoman visual culture. Yet the
writing of visual history can only be complete when it encompasses not only central images
but also the marginalized and repressed forms of representation.

The miniatures attributed to Abdullah Buhari are significant not merely for their erotic
content, but also for the way they push the limits of how desire can be represented within the
Ottoman visual order. These works, in which sexuality and desire are visualized directly, take
a stance against the normative construction of art history. At the same time, Buhari’s
style—closer to that of Western art—and the individualization of figures within his
miniatures distinguish him from other examples in Ottoman visual arts. By depicting figures
with individualized identities, Buhari adopted an approach different from the commonly
anonymous figures of his time’s visual culture.

This suggests that his works constitute not only erotic imagery, but also a multilayered visual
narrative in which personal desires, identities, and gender are questioned. When one focuses
not only on what is represented but on how it is represented, these images invite us to adopt a
more critical and inclusive perspective on the writing of visual history. The aim of this paper
is to situate Buhari’s works within a broader historical and cultural framework and to initiate
a more comprehensive discussion on the place of erotic imagery in Ottoman visual culture.



Arzunun Bicimleri: Abdulladh Buhari Minyatiirlerinde Erotizm ve Temsil

Giilsah Pestil

Istanbul Universitesi

Ozet

Bu bildiri, 18. yiizyilda Istanbul’da iiretim yaptig1 bilinen minyatiir sanatgis1 Abdullah
Buhari’ye atfedilen bes erotik sahne iizerinden Osmanli gorsel rejiminde arzunun ve bedenin
temsiline dair sinirlar1 sorgulamay1 amaglamaktadir. Osmanli edebiyati ve siirindeki erotik
sOylemlerin aksine, gorsel kiiltiirdeki benzer temalar {izerinde sinirli ¢alisma yapilmis, hatta
bazi erotik minyatiirler Osmanl gorsel kiiltiir tarihi disinda birakilmistir. Fakat gorsel tarih
yazimi, sadece merkezil imgeleri degil, kenarda birakilan ve bastirilan temsil bi¢cimlerini de
kapsadiginda tamamlanabilir.

Abdullah Buhari’ye atfedilen bu minyatiirler, yalnizca erotik icerige sahip olmalari nedeniyle
degil; ayn1 zamanda Osmanli gorsel rejiminde arzunun nasil temsil edilebilecegine dair
sinirlart  zorlamalart bakimindan dikkate degerdir. Cinselligin ve arzunun dogrudan
gorsellestirildigi bu eserler, sanat tarihinin normatif kurgusuna kars1 bir durus sergiler. Ayni
zamanda Buhari'nin Bati sanatina yakin {islubu ve minyatiirlerinde yer alan figiirlerin
bireysellesmesi, onu Osmanli gorsel sanatlarindaki diger orneklerden ayiran onemli bir
ozellik olusturur. Buhéri, minyatiirlerinde figiirleri bireysel kimliklerle tasvir ederek,
donemin gorsel kiltliriinde genellikle anonim temsil edilen figiirlerden farkli bir yaklasim da
benimsemistir. Bu da onun eserlerinin yalnizca erotik degil, ayn1 zamanda bireysel arzularin,
kimliklerin ve toplumsal cinsiyetin sorgulandigi, ¢cok katmanli bir gorsel anlati olusturdugunu
gosterir. Temsilde sadece neyin gosterildigi degil, nasil gosterildigi meselesine
odaklandiklarinda; bu imgeler bizi, gorsel tarih yazimina yonelik daha elestirel ve kapsayici
bir bakisa davet eder. Bu bildirinin amaci, Buhari’nin eserlerini daha genis bir tarihsel ve
kiiltiirel ¢erceveye yerlestirerek, erotik gorsellerin Osmanlt gorsel kiiltiiriindeki yeri hakkinda
daha kapsayici bir tartisma baglatmaktir.



Women Workers of Pasabahge Sisecam Factory: Gender Dynamics from Workplace to
Home

Hande Ceylan

Abstract

This study focuses on the women workers of Pasabahge Sisecam Factory, which operated in
Beykoz/Pasabahge between 1935 and 2002. It closely examines their experiences to make
visible the diverse forms of women’s labor in a sector largely associated with male work,
such as glass production. The research is based on interviews conducted with six women
from different generations and backgrounds who worked in various departments of the
factory between 1940s and 2000s. These narratives provide a basis for reinterpreting the
history of the factory from a gender perspective.

The study examines how gender dynamics were established in the workplace, how they were
negotiated in everyday practices, became sites of struggle and eventually transformed, as
reflected in the women’s accounts. At the same time, women’s workplace experiences
inevitably extend into their domestic lives. Through their historical-social positions, the study
discusses the porous boundaries between workplace and home. The women'’s life stories offer
a layered reading of how both the workplace and the home were experienced within patterns
of gendered division of labor, solidarity and conflict. Thus, while tracing women’s
experiences from the factory to the home, the study also aims to reveal how gender dynamics
operated in Pasabahge as a working-class neighborhood and the role these dynamics played
in the formation of space.



Pasabahce Sisecam Fabrikasimi Kadin iscileri: isyerinden Eve Cinsiyet Dinamikleri

Hande Ceylan

Ozet

Bu c¢alisma, 1935-2002 yillar1 arasinda Beykoz/Pasabahge’de faaliyet gostermis Pasabahge
Sisecam Fabrikasi’nin kadin is¢ilerine odaklanir. Cam iiretimi gibi biiyiik Ol¢lide erkek
emegiyle 6zdeslesmis bir sektorde, kadin emeginin farkli bigcimlerini goriiniir kilmak iizere
onlarin deneyimlerine yakindan bakar. Calismanin temelini, 1940’lardan 2000’lere uzanan
donemde fabrikanin ¢esitli birimlerinde ¢alismis, farkli kusaklardan ve arka planlardan alti
kadin isciyle yapilan goriismeler olusturur. Bu goriismeler, fabrikanin tarihinin toplumsal
cinsiyet perspektifinden yeniden yorumlanmasina imkan tanir.

Isyerinde cinsiyet dinamiklerinin nasil kuruldugu, giindelik pratiklerde nasil miizakere
edildigi, miicadele konusu haline geldigi ve doniistiigli, kadinlarin anlatilar1 iizerinden
incelenir. Bununla birlikte, kadinlarin isyeri deneyimleri kaginilmaz olarak ev yasamlarina da
uzanir. Onlarin tarihsel-toplumsal konumlar1 iizerinden, isyeri ile ev arasindaki gecirgen
sinirlar tartigmaya agilir. Kadinlarin yasam Oykiileri, hem igyerinin hem de evin, cinsiyete
dayali is bolimi ile dayanisma ve ¢atisma Oriintiileri i¢inde nasil deneyimlendigine dair
katmanli bir okuma imkani sunar. Boylece c¢aligma, kadinlarin fabrikadan eve uzanan
deneyimlerini izlerken, ayn1 zamanda, fabrikalar c¢evresinde gelisen bir is¢i semti olarak
Pasabahge’de cinsiyet dinamiklerinin isleyisini ve bu dinamiklerin semtin mekansal
orgiitlenmesindeki roliinii ortaya koymay1 amaglar.



Between Women: Classed Affective Regimes and the Reproduction of Gender in
Mother-in-Law / Daughter-in-Law Relations

Hande Eslen Ziya, Haktan Ural

University of Stavanger, Ankara University

Abstract

This study moves beyond cultural stereotypes of the mother-in-law—daughter-in-law
relationship in Turkey to examine how gender regimes in everyday family life are affectively
constituted, negotiated, and reproduced through class belonging. Drawing on in-depth
interviews with twelve participants (daughters-in-law, mothers-in-law, and husbands/sons)
from four families (including two lower class and two middle/upper-middle-class families), it
demonstrates that these relationships are shaped by distinct emotional economies across class
positions. Inlower class families, affective relations operate through a moral economy
of survival, obligation, and material dependence. Expressions of love and gratitude function
less as genuine emotional exchanges than as mechanisms of control rooted in economic
dependency. The male figure retains a central mediating role between the mother and the
daughter-in-law, while women gain respectability through cooking well, serving, and being
constantly available. Practices of autonomy such as taking time for oneself or going on
holiday are often regarded as selfishness or betrayal of family loyalty, defining femininity
through self-sacrifice rather than self-realization. In contrast, urban middle-class families,
shaped by a distinct habitus, reproduce a classed gender regime through discourses of
cultural capital and modernity. University education, paid employment, and leisure activities
become not only lifestyle markers but also symbolic indicators of class privilege. Although
ideals of autonomy and mutual respect are more pronounced, patriarchy does not disappear;
rather, it is reconfigured through expectations of emotional harmony and the preservation of
family reputation. The study argues that mother-in-law—daughter-in-law relations constitute
a key site where class and gender intersect and where affective governance regimes are
produced and maintained.



Kadinlar Arasinda: Gelin—-Kaynvalide iligkilerinde Simifsal Duygulamimsal Rejimler ve
Toplumsal Cinsiyetin Yeniden Uretimi

Hande Eslen Ziya, Haktan Ural

Stavanger Universitesi, Ankara Universitesi

Ozet

Bu calisma, Tiirkiye’de gelin—kayivalide iliskilerini kiiltiirel kaliplarin 6tesine tasiyarak,
giindelik aile yasaminda toplumsal cinsiyet rejimlerinin smifsal aidiyet iizerinden nasil
duygulanimsal bigimlerde kuruldugunu, miizakere edildigini ve yeniden iiretildigini
incelemektedir. Iki alt sinif ve iki {ist/orta sinif olmak iizere dért aileden toplam on iki
katilmciyla (gelin, kayinvalide ve ogul/koca ile) yapilan derinlemesine goriigmelere
dayanarak, bu iliskilerin farkli sinifsal konumlarda birbirinden ayrisan duygusal ekonomiler
tarafindan sekillendirildigini gostermektedir. Alt sinif ailelerde duygulanimsal iliskiler, gecim
kaygis1 ve mecburiyet temelli bir hayatta kalma ahlaki iizerinden islemektedir. Sevgi ve
minnettarlik sdylemi, gercek anlamda bir duygusal aligveristen ziyade, maddi bagimliliga
dayanan bir kontrol mekanizmasina donlismektedir. Erkek figiirii gelin ve kayimvalide
arasinda merkezi bir arabulucu konumunu korumakta; gelinler iyi yemek yapmak, hizmet
etmek ve her an hazir bulunmak iizerinden sayginlik kazanmaktadir. Tatil, kendine vakit
ayirma gibi 6zerklik pratikleri ise “bencillik” ve aileye ihanet olarak goriilmektedir. Boylece
kadinlik, 6z-gerceklestirme degil fedakarlik {izerinden tanimlanmaktadir. Buna karsilik orta
sinif habitusuna ait kentli ailelerde duygulanimsal iliskiler, kiiltiirel sermaye ve modernlik
soylemleriyle sekillenen sinifsallasmis bir toplumsal cinsiyet rejimi iiretmektedir. Universite
egitimi, Ucretli istihdam ve bos zaman etkinlikleri yalnizca yasam tarzi degil, sinifsal
ayricaliklarin sembolik gostergeleri haline gelmektedir. Bu ailelerde 6zerklik ve karsilikli
sayg1 sdylemi one ¢iksa da, ataerkillik ortadan kalkmamakta; duygusal uyum ve aile itibarin
koruma gibi beklentiler yoluyla yeniden yapilandirilmaktadir. Calisma, gelin—kayimvalide
iligkilerinin sinif ve toplumsal cinsiyetin kesistigi, duygulanimsal yonetisim rejimlerinin
iretildigi temel bir alan oldugunu ileri siirmektedir.



Disclosure and the Manosphere in Turkey: The Politics of Gender-Based Violence in the
Digital Sphere

Hatice Sila Tirkone

Ibn Haldun University

Abstract

This article examines the social impacts of exposure (“ifsa”) practices in Turkey and their
intersection with counter-narratives produced within digital masculinity spaces (the
manosphere). Following the murder of Ozgecan Aslan, exposure practices gained public
visibility, and in 2020 they intensified particularly around the hashtag #uykularinizkagsin
(#youmayloseyoursleep), bringing women’s experiences of harassment and violence into the
public sphere and transforming exposure into an important feminist strategy. Yet the same
process also created space for the reproduction of patriarchal and anti-women discourses in
male-dominated online environments.

The study employs digital ethnography and analyzes posts on Eksi Sozliikk and Twitter
through the lens of discourse analysis. Two conceptual focuses guide the analysis: epistemic
injustice (Fricker, 2007), used to understand how women’s testimonies regarding their
experiences are discredited and devalued; and intersectionality (Crenshaw, 1989;
McCall,2005), used to show how exposures and the reactions they elicit are shaped by
class-based, cultural, and political positions. Findings cluster around three discursive axes: (i)
narratives that renegotiate the definition of harassment from a male perspective, blurring its
boundaries; (ii) misogynistic discourses that belittle women’s statements, ridicule them, and
reinforce anti-feminist arguments; (iii) constructions of masculinity that absolve exposed
men by framing them as “family men,” “pious,” or “sensitive,” forming a discourse of “naive
masculinity.”

The study reveals that exposure practices are not limited to making individual experiences
visible; they also constitute a contested discursive arena in which gender inequalities are
renegotiated through patriarchal counter-narratives and masculine performances.



Tiirkiye’de ifsa ve Manosfer: Toplumsal Cinsiyete Dayah Siddetin Dijital Alandaki
Politikasi

Hatice Sila Tirkone

Ibn Haldun Universitesi

Ozet

Bu makale, Tiirkiye’de ifsa pratiklerinin toplumsal etkilerini ve bu pratiklerin dijital erkeklik
alanlarinda (manosfer) iiretilen karsi-anlatilarla kesisimini incelemektedir. Ozgecan Aslan’in
oldirtilmesinin  ardindan  gorlintirliik  kazanan ifsalar, oOzellikle 2020 yilinda
#uykularinizkagsin etiketi etrafinda yogunlasarak kadinlarin taciz ve siddet deneyimlerini
kamusal alana tasimis ve 6nemli bir feminist stratejiye doniismiistiir. Ancak ayn siireg, erkek
egemen cevrimig¢i alanlarda ataerkil ve kadin karsiti soylemlerin yeniden iiretilmesine de
zemin hazirlamistir.

Calisma, dijital etnografi yontemiyle Eksi Sozliik ve Twitter platformlarindaki gonderileri
sOylem analizi ¢er¢evesinde incelemektedir. Analizde iki kavramsal odak benimsenmistir:
epistemik adaletsizlik (Fricker, 2007), kadinlarin deneyimlerine dair tanikliklarinin nasil
itibarsizlastirildigir ve degersizlestirildigini anlamak i¢in; kesisimsellik (Crenshaw, 1989;
McCall, 2005) ise ifsalarin ve onlara verilen tepkilerin sinifsal, kiiltiirel ve politik konumlarla
nasil sekillendigini ortaya koymak i¢in kullanilmistir.

Bulgular ii¢ soylemsel eksen etrafinda toplanmaktadir: (i) tacizin tanimini erkek bakis
acistyla yeniden miizakere ederek sinirlarin1 bulaniklastiran anlatilar; (i1) kadinlarin
beyanlarini kiiclimseyen, alaya alan ve feminizm karsit1 argiimanlarla pekistirilen mizojinist
sOylemler; (iii) ifsa edilen erkekleri “aile babas1”, “dindar” veya “hassas” figiirleri iizerinden
“naif erkeklik” cercevesinde aklayan erkeklik insalari. Calisma, ifsa pratiklerinin yalnizca
bireysel deneyimlerin goriiniir kilinmasiyla sinirli kalmadigini; ayn1 zamanda toplumsal
cinsiyet esitsizliklerinin, ataerkil karsi-anlatilar ve erkeklik performanslari araciliiyla
yeniden miizakere edildigi catigmali bir sdylemsel alan1 temsil ettigini ortaya koymaktadir.



Gendering Property Rights and Imperial Subjecthood: Armenian Women’s Transatlantic
Migration

Hazal Ozdemir

University of Michigan

Abstract

The transatlantic journey of Ottoman Armenians began as a temporary labor migration.
However, with an imperial decree in 1896, the government of Abdiilhamid II permitted
Armenians to emigrate only if they renounced their Ottoman subjecthood, confirmed never to
return and sold their property rights. When Armenian men faced deportation upon return,
they sought to bring their families to the United States by petitioning the U.S. consulate in
Istanbul. The government, however, was reluctant to allow Armenian women to depart easily.
The Ottoman Interior Ministry first investigated if men had emigrated by renouncing their
Ottoman subjecthood. In case they did not, their petitions were deemed invalid. The decree
on revoking imperial belonging was issued only in 1896, this created a dead end from the
beginning. After the initial investigation of citizenship, the Interior Ministry instructed the
Finance Ministry and local governors to review individual records. If their families owned
property or had outstanding debts, women could not depart until liquidating their assets.

The Hamidian regime viewed Ottoman subjecthood as something that could be revoked from
specific ethnoreligious communities. As Laila Lalami shows regarding Arab Americans,
“conditional citizens are people who know what it is like for a country to embrace you with
one arm and push you away with the other.” This paper argues that the dynamic of
“conditional citizenship” was particularly evident in the case of Armenian women, as the
Hamidian government tightened its grip on them while contributing to their dispossession.



Osmanh Tabiiyetini ve Miilkiyet Haklarim1 Toplumsal Cinsiyet Uzerinden Okumak:
Ermeni Kadinlarin Transatlantik Gocii

Hazal Ozdemir

Michigan Universitesi

Ozet

Osmanli Ermenilerinin okyanus 6tesi yolculugu kisa siireli bir is¢i gocii olarak bagladi.
Ancak II. Abdiilhamid hiikiimeti, 1896'da bir ferman ile Ermenilerin Osmanli tabiiyetinden
vazgecmeleri, bir daha asla geri donmeyeceklerine dair bir senet imzalamalar1 ve miilkiyet
haklarin1 devretmeleri sartiyla gé¢ etmelerine izin verdi. Ermeni erkekler geri dondiiklerinde
sinir dis1 edileceklerini bildiklerinden, Istanbul'daki ABD konsolosluguna dilekge vererek
ailelerini Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'ne getirmeye calistilar. Ancak Osmanli hiikiimeti,
Ermeni kadinlarin kolayca ayrilmasina miisaade etmeyecekti. Osmanli Dahiliye Nezareti, ilk
adimda erkeklerin terk-i tabiiyet ederek goc edip etmediklerini aragtirnpp Osmanli tebaasi
olmay1 terk etmemeleri durumunda dilekgelerini gegersiz saydi. Terk-i tabiiyete dair iliskin
kararnamenin 1896'da cikarilmasi ise bazi aileler icin bastan bir ¢ikmaza yol agryordu.
Tabiiyet konusundaki ilk sorusturmanin ardindan, Dahiliye Nezareti, Maliye Nezareti’ne ve
yerel valilere bireysel kayitlar1 incelemeleri talimatini verdi. Ailelerinin miilkii veya
0denmemis borcu varsa, kadinlar varliklarimi tasfiye edene kadar imparatorluktan
ayrilamazlardi.

II. Abdiilhamid rejimi, Osmanli tebaaligin1 belirli milletlerden geri alinabilecek bir kaynak
olarak goriiyordu. Laila Lalami'nin Arap Amerikalilar konusunda 6ne siirdiigii gibi, “sarth
vatandasglar, bir iilkenin sizi bir eliyle kucaklayip diger eliyle itmesinin nasil bir sey oldugunu
bilen insanlardir.” Bu makale, "sartl tabiiyet" dinamiginin 6zellikle Ermeni kadinlar sz
konusu oldugunda belirgin oldugunu, ¢iinkii Abdiilhamid hiikiimetinin ayni anda iki ¢elisen
politika izledigini iddia ediyor. Kadinlarin miilksiizlestirilmesine katkida bulunurken
iizerlerindeki baskiyi artirdigini ve go¢ etmelerine engel oldugunu savunuyor.



Women’s Experiences at the Intersection of Intensive Mothering, Childcare, and
Employment: Mothers of Preschool-Aged Children in Istanbul

Irem Soysal Al, Tugge Aysu Giimiis
Ozyegin University, Maltepe University

Abstract

This study examines the motherhood experiences of women with children aged 0—6 in
Istanbul, focusing on their access to early childhood care and education services and the
intersections of these experiences with their employment decisions. In Istanbul—the most
populous city in Turkey and one characterized by highly demanding living conditions—the
inadequacy of public preschool services, the prevailing culture of intensive mothering, and
gender norms directly shape mothers’ childcare practices as well as their decisions to leave,
remain in or return to the labor market.

The research is based on in-depth interviews with 50 participants selected according to their
children’s age groups (0—3 and 3—6 years), household income levels, and employment status.
The findings reveal that Hays’s (1996) “intensive mothering ideology” is evident across all
income groups, yet class-based distinctions emerge in strategies and practices. While
pedagogical preferences and cultural capital are more pronounced among upper- and
middle-income groups, childcare in lower-income families is largely organized around
economic constraints and fragile support networks, leading to a heavier emotional and
physical burden on women. Fraser’s (2016) concept of the “structural tension between paid
work and care work™ illuminates the shared ground of these experiences, while Folbre’s
notion of children as a “public good” underscores that care labor constitutes not only an
individual but also a collective social responsibility.

Drawing on feminist social policy debates, the study highlights three critical areas of need:
(1) the expansion of accessible, reliable, and free public childcare services for children aged
0-6; (2) the extension of parental leave to encompass all forms of employment; and (3) the
development of flexible yet secure working arrangements. The simultaneous implementation
of these policies would help collectivize care labor, providing essential tools for advancing a
feminist agenda against gender inequality.



Yogun Annelik, Cocuk Bakim ve Kadin Istihdamimin Kesisiminde Kadinlarin Deneyimi:
Istanbul’da Okul Oncesi Yasta Cocugu Olan Anneler

Irem Soysal Al, Tugge Aysu Giimiis

Ozyegin Universitesi, Maltepe Universitesi

Ozet
Bu ¢alisma, Istanbul’da 06 yas arasi ¢ocugu olan annelerin annelik deneyimlerini, erken
donem c¢ocuk bakimi ve egitim hizmetlerine erisimlerini ve istihdam kararlariyla
kesisimlerini incelemektedir. Tiirkiye’nin en kalabalik ve en zorlu yasam kosullarina sahip
sehri olan Istanbul’da, devletin sundugu yetersiz okul 6ncesi hizmetler, yogun annelik
kiiltlirii ve toplumsal cinsiyet normlari, annelerin ¢ocuk bakimi deneyimlerini, istihdamda
kalma, ayrilma ya da ¢aligma yasamina dénme kararlarin1 dogrudan etkilemektedir.

Arastirma, ¢ocuklarin yas gruplart (0-3 ve 3—6 yas), hane halki gelir diizeyi ve annelerin
calisma durumlart gozetilerek secilen 50 katilimer ile yapilan derinlemesine goriismelere
dayanmaktadir. Bulgular, Hays’in (1996) o6ne siirdiigli “yogun annelik ideolojisi”nin tiim
gelir gruplarinda goriildiigiinii, ancak strateji ve pratiklerde simifsal farkliliklarin
belirginlestigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ust ve orta gelir gruplarinda pedagojik tercihler ve
kiiltiirel sermaye One ¢ikarken; alt gelir grubunda bakim ¢ogunlukla ekonomik zorunluluklar
ve kirillgan destek aglari lizerinden yiiriitiilmekte, kadinlar bu yiikiin altinda daha yogun baski
yasamaktadir. Fraser’in (2016) “iicretli emek ve bakim emegi arasindaki yapisal gerilim”
kavrami bu deneyimlerdeki ortak zemini goriiniir kilarken; Folbre’nin “cocuklarin kamusal
fayda” yaklagimi, bakim emeginin yalnizca bireysel degil toplumsal bir sorumluluk oldugunu
hatirlatmaktadir.

Arastirma, feminist sosyal politika tartismalartyla baglantili olarak ii¢ kritik ihtiyaci 6ne
cikarmaktadir: (1) 0—6 yas icin erisilebilir, giivenilir ve iicretsiz kamusal bakim hizmetlerinin
yayginlastirilmasi, (2) ebeveyn izinlerinin uzatilmasi ve tiim istthdam bigimlerini kapsamasi,
(3) esnek ve giivenceli ¢alisma modellerinin gelistirilmesi. Bu politikalarin eszamanli olarak
erisilebilir olmasi, bakim emegini kolektiflestirerek toplumsal cinsiyet karsit1 egilimlere karsi
feminist bir glindemin ingasinda temel araglar saglayacaktir.



Medicalized Media Narratives at the Intersection of Gender and Disability

Kardelen Ak¢gam

Abstract

This study focuses on the medical discourse constructed through bodies stigmatized in the
media as “‘sick, abnormal, ugly, disabled.” To analyze the discourse produced around bodies
that fall outside the boundaries of the norm, feminist critical discourse analysis and disability
studies have been employed. Feminist critical discourse analysis aims to uncover the
complex ways in which taken-for-granted assumptions about gender identities and
hegemonic power relations are discursively produced and maintained (Lazar, 2007: 142).
Disability is a broad concept encompassing ideological categories used to stigmatize bodies
excluded from cultural norms, such as “sick, deformed, unbalanced, ugly, elderly,
intellectually disabled, handicapped, insane, and helpless” (Thomson, 2011: 525). Disability
studies do not assume that being labeled as a “freak” is inherently stigmatizing; instead, they
challenge the prejudice that unusual and non-normative embodiments are inevitably
hierarchically inferior (Thomson, 2011: 527). Disability permeates social identities, political
views, and cultural practices, intersecting with gender in this regard. Therefore, it is essential
to expand the field by thinking about disability alongside feminist theory, questioning
assumptions, and better understanding overlapping categories (Thomson, 2011: 524).

In this context, the study conducts a discourse analysis of 16 episodes featuring Serap Demir
on the health program Zahide Yetis 'le, which airs on Show TV during weekday daytime slots.
In the program, Serap Demir’s height was medicalized, her gender identity was subjected to
debate, and her private life and body were exposed. All these interventions were carried out
under the guise of “healing and curing,” while ableist ideology was reproduced and a
representation practice reminiscent of “freak shows” was exhibited.



Cinsiyet ve Sakathk Ekseninde Tibbilestirilen Medya Anlatilar:

Kardelen Ak¢am

Ozet

Bu calisma, medyada “hasta, anormal, cirkin, sakat” olarak damgalanan bedenler {izerinden
kurulan tibbi sdyleme odaklanmaktadir. Calismada, normun sinirlar1 disinda kalan bedenler
tizerinden iretilen sdylemi analiz etmek amaciyla feminist elestirel sOylem analizi ve
sakathik caligmalarina bagvurulmustur. Feminist elestirel s0ylem analizi, cinsiyet kimliklerine
dair dogal kabul edilen varsayimlarin ve hegemonik gii¢ iligkilerinin sdylemsel diizeyde
tretildigi ve siirdiiriildiigii karmasik yollarn ortaya koymayi amaglamaktadir (Lazar, 2007:
142). Sakathik ise cok genis bir kavram olup “hasta, deforme, dengesiz, cirkin, yasl, geri
zekah, oOzirli, deli ve aciz” gibi kiiltiirel standartlarin  disinda birakilan bedenleri
damgalamak i¢in kullanilan ideolojik kategorileri kapsamaktadir (Thomson, 2011: 525).
Sakatlik analizi, ucube olarak yaftalanmanin kara leke oldugunu varsaymaz ve alisilmadik ve
norm-dig1 bedenlesmenin kacinilmaz bir bicimde hiyerarsik olarak asagi oldugu on yargisina
meydan okur (Thomson, 2011: 527). Toplumsal kimliklere, siyasal goriislere, kiiltiirel
pratiklere sirayet eden sakatlik, bu acidan toplumsal cinsiyete benzemektedir. Bu nedenle
sakathg1 feminist kuram ile birlikte diisiinerek alanin1 genisletmek, varsayimlar: sorgulamak,
tist liste binen kategorileri daha 1yi anlamak gerekmektedir (Thomson, 2011: 524).

Bu dogrultuda ¢alismada, hafta ici her giin Show Tv giindiiz kusaginda yayinlanan Zahide
Yetis’le adli saglik programina konuk edilen Serap Demir’in dahil oldugu 16 boliimiin
sOylem analizi yapilmistir. Programda Serap Demir’in boy uzunlugu tibbilestirilmis,
cinsiyet kimligi tartismaya acilmis, 6zel hayati ve bedeni teshir edilmistir. Tiim bunlar
“iyilestirme ve tedavi etme” amaciyla gerceklestirilirken programda saglamci ideoloji
yeniden liretilmis ve “freak show”lara benzer bir temsil pratigi sergilenmistir.



Towards Equality with Women Textile Workers: An Empowerment-Based Intervention
Program

Meltem Cantiirk, Giines Ertas
Anne Cocuk Egitim Vakfi (ACEYV)

Abstract

This study examines an intervention program developed based on the assumption that
reaching women in the workplace can be an effective way to engage women who left the
formal education system at an early age. The intervention program aims to support women
who work in textile factories to take a more active part at home, in the workplace, and in
society.

The program was implemented between 2019-2024 in 12 provinces of Tiirkiye, in 27
different textile factories. A total of 1,151 women workers participated in the program; in
addition, 1,709 women were reached through peer education and 1,236 women through
empowerment seminars.

The program consisted of nine to twelve sessions in which participants met at the workplace
each week for 2-3 hour long sessions. During the sessions, topics such as literacy,
mathematics, general knowledge, gender equality, communication, health literacy, legal
rights, and coping with violence were addressed with women workers.

The program evaluation was carried out through pre-test—post-test applications, perceived
change surveys, and focus group or individual interviews. Changes in knowledge, attitudes,
and skills were monitored through participant surveys; and data related to experiences were
obtained through focus group and individual interviews and facilitator observations.

The findings reveal that women show meaningful improvements in areas such as
self-efficacy, right advocacy, participation in decision-making processes at home and in work
life, and awareness of violence. Supporting women not only as a labor force but also as more
visible and effective individuals in social and public life, this study approaches the workplace
as an intervention space that supports gender equality. The research demonstrates the
transformation potential of local interventions conducted in the workforce in terms of gender
equality.



Tekstil iscisi Kadinlarla Esitlige Dogru: Giiclenme Temelli Bir Miidahale Programi

Meltem Cantiirk, Giines Ertas
Mother Child Education Foundation (ACEYV)

Ozet

Bu c¢aligma, orgiin egitim sisteminden erken yasta ayrilmis kadinlara is yerinde ulagsmanin
etkili bir yol olabilecegi varsayimiyla yiiriitiilen bir miidahale programimi ele almaktadir.
Tekstil sektoriinde uygulanan bu program, kadinlarin evde, is yerinde ve toplumda daha aktif
bireyler olarak yer almalarmi desteklemeyi amaglamaktadir. Program, 2019-2024 yillar
arasinda Tiirkiye’nin 12 ilinde, 27 farkl tekstil fabrikasinda uygulanmistir. Toplam 1.151
kadin is¢i bu programa katilmig buna ek olarak akran egitimi yoluyla 1.709 kadma ve
giliclenme seminerleri aracilifiyla 1.236 kadina ulasiimistir.

Dokuz ila on iki oturumdan olusan program kapsaminda katilimcilarla her hafta is yerinde
gerceklestirilen 2-3 saatlik oturumlarda bir araya gelinmistir. Oturumlarda, is¢i kadinlarla
okuryazarlik, matematik, genel Kkiiltiir, toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi, iletisim, saglik
okuryazarlig1, hak bilgisi ve siddetle bas etme gibi konular islenmistir.

Programin degerlendirme siireci; 6n test—son test uygulamalari, algilanan degisim anketleri
ve odak grup veya bireysel goriismeler ile yiiriitilmiistiir. Katilimer anketleriyle bilgi, tutum
ve beceri diizeyindeki degisimler izlenmis; odak grup ve bireysel goriismeleri ve egitmen
gozlemleriyle deneyimlere dair veriler elde edilmistir.

Bulgular, kadinlarin 6z yeterlik, hak arama, ev i¢i ve is yasamindaki karar siireclerine katilim
ve siddet farkindaligi gibi alanlarda anlamli gelismeler gosterdigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Kadinlarin yalnizca liretim siireclerine katilan is giicii olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda sosyal ve
kamusal yasamda daha goriinlir ve etkili bireyler olarak giiglenmelerini destekleyen bu
calisma, ig yerini toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini destekleyici bir miidahale alani olarak ele
almaktadir. Arastirma, emek alaninda yiriitilen yerel miidahalelerin, esitlik miicadelesi
acisindan nasil bir doniisiim potansiyeli tasiyabilecegini gostermektedir.



Let's Talk Equality: Youth Imagining a Social Contract on Gender in Turkey and Europe -
Coffee Forum Activity within the scope of the EU EXPRESS2 Project

Merig¢ Caglar, Zeynep Giilru Goker

Sabanci University

Abstract

This 90-minute interactive session invites students and young scholars working on gender,
feminism, and democracy to imagine and write together what a fair and inclusive social
contract could look like beyond theory or policy talk. We will start by asking “What is a
social contract, and how have feminists critiqued and advanced it?” If original contracts
were written by men, for men, and about men, what does it mean to rewrite it with gender
equality and diversity at its core? We will also share insights from the EU EXPRESS2 project
on what disrupts gender equality in Turkey and Europe, and how the current wave of
anti-gender politics threatens equality. Next, through a quick thought experiment inspired by
Rawls’s “veil of ignorance,” you’ll imagine entering a future society without knowing who
you’ll be in it, and ask yourself what justice would entail from a position of uncertainty.
Then, in small groups, participants will co-draft gender-related thematic sections of a new
social contract, deciding which principles, rights, and responsibilities must be included. Each
group will present its “mini contract” followed by a collective discussion. We will wrap up
with “the EU through youth eyes,” exploring what young people expect from Europe when it
comes to justice, equality, and shared futures.



Genglik Perspektifinden Esitlik: Tiirkiye ve Avrupa icin Yeni Bir Toplumsal Sozlesme - AB
EXPRESS2 Projesi Kahve Forumu

Merig¢ Caglar, Zeynep Giilru Goker

Sabanct University

Ozet
Bu 90 dakikalik interaktif oturumda, toplumsal cinsiyet, feminizm ve demokrasi iizerine
calisan O0grenci ve geng arastirmacilari, kuramsal tartigmalarin ya da diplomatik sdylemlerin
Otesine gegerek adil ve toplumsal cinsiyet acisindan kapsayict bir toplumsal sézlesmeyi
birlikte hayal etmeye ve yazmaya davet ediyoruz. Oturuma su soruyla baslayacagiz:
“Toplumsal sozlesme nedir? Feministler bu diislinceyi ne sekillerde elestirmistir ve
gelistirmistir?” Eger ilk toplumsal sozlesmeler erkekler tarafindan, erkekler i¢in ve erkekler
hakkinda yazildiysa, esitlik ve ¢esitliligi merkeze alarak bir sozlesmeyi gliniimiizde yeniden
yazmak ne anlama gelir? Bu kisimda AB EXPRESS2 projesi kapsaminda ylriitiilen
arastirmanin bulgularindan hareketle Tiirkiye ve Avrupa’da toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine karsi
hareketleri ve olusturduklar1 tehditleri de ele alacagiz. Daha sonra, Rawls’un “cehalet
pecesi” kavramindan esinlenen kisa bir diisiince egzersizi ile gelecekteki bir topluma, kim
olacaginizi bilmeden girdigimizi hayal edecegiz. Bu belirsizlik halinden bakildiginda, “adalet
ne gerektirir?” diye soracagiz. Daha sonra, katilimcilar kiigiik gruplar halinde, yeni bir
toplumsal sozlesmenin toplumsal cinsiyetle ilgili tematik boliimlerini birlikte yazacak ve
hangi ilkelerin, haklarin ve sorumluluklarin sézlesmede mutlaka yer almasi gerektigini
tartisacaklar. Ardindan, her grup kendi “mini soézlesmesini” sunacak ve hep birlikte

baslig1 altinda,

.....

degerlendirecegiz. Son bolimde “Genglerin Goziinden Avrupa Birligi
genclerin Avrupa’dan adalet, esitlik ve ortak bir gelecek konusunda beklentilerini birlikte
konusacagiz.



An Examination of the Encounter Experiences of Conservative and Secular Women in
Istanbul’s Cultural Spaces

Neslihan Baykal Tuna

Near East University

Abstract

Istanbul, a cosmopolitan city, exhibits divisions not only along political and religious lines
but also culturally. Since the 1980s, conservative women have begun to take their place in the
public sphere. Over the past twenty years, conservative women who frequent municipal
spaces have, due to their familiarity with these places, often visited the transformed cultural
spaces that have evolved alongside changes in the municipality, and its approach to
municipal administration. The renewed face of municipal cultural spaces has also become
appealing to secular women. The transformation of these spaces has enabled women from
different neighborhoods to meet.

The study was designed to examine whether the encounters between conservative and secular
women visiting Istanbul's transforming cultural spaces over the past 20 years have mitigated
the polarization emerging in Turkey's political climate, and to understand the perspectives of
women from different groups toward each other. Understanding the experiences of women
who find their place in cultural spaces through their conservative identities is among the
study's secondary objectives.

This study will analyze the experiences of conservative and secular women visiting cultural
venues in Istanbul through in-depth interviews. The study population is defined as
conservative and secular women visiting cultural venues owned by the Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality. The research sample will be selected using purposive sampling. The sample is
expected to consist of a total of 20 female participants living in Istanbul and visiting cultural
venues belonging to the Istanbul Municipality. Data will be collected using qualitative
research methods, specifically structured questionnaires and in-depth interview techniques,
and the data collected from the sample will be analyzed using qualitative research methods.

It 1s believed that the findings will contribute to the field in terms of whether cultural spaces
are effective in eliminating polarization and fragmentation, and will pave the way for broader
studies.



Istanbul’un Kiiltiirel Mekanlarinda Muhafazakar ve Sekiiler Kadinlarin Karsilasma
Deneyimlerinin incelenmesi

Neslihan Baykal Tuna

Kibris Yakin Dogu Universitesi

Ozet

Kozmopolit bir sehir olan Istanbul sadece siyaset ve din ekseninde degil kiiltiirel anlamda da
boliinmiisliik sergilemektedir. 1980’11 yillardan itibaren muhafazakar kadinlar kamusal alanda
yer almaya baslamistir. Yirmi yillik siiregte belediye mekanlarinda yer alan muhafazakar
kadinlar belediyenin ve belediyecilik anlayisinin degismesi ile birlikte doniisen kiiltiirel
mekanlari, deyim yerinde ise ayaklarinin alisik olmasi nedeni ile sik¢a ziyaret etmektedir.
Belediyeye ait kiiltiirel mekanlarin yenilenen yiizii sekiiler kadinlar i¢in de cezbedici
olmustur. Mekanlarin doniistimii farkli mahallelerden kadinlarin karsilasmasima imkan
tanimustr.

Calisma, Istanbul’ un déniisen kiiltiirel mekanlarini ziyaret eden muhafazakar ve sekiiler
kadinlarin karsilagsmalarimin son 20 yilda Tiirkiye'nin siyasal ikliminde ortaya c¢ikan
kutuplagsmay1 yumusatip yumusatmadigini gérmek, farkli kutuplardan kadinlarin birbirlerine
bakis acilarini anlamak amaciyla tasarlanmistir. Kiiltiirel mekanlarda muhafazakar kimlikleri
ile yer bulan kadinlarin deneyimlerini anlamaya calismak g¢alismanin alt amaclar1 arasinda
yer almaktadr.

Bu calismada Istanbul’un kiiltiirel mekanlarin1 ziyaret eden muhafazakar ve sekiiler
kadinlarla derinlemesine goriismeler yapilarak kadinlarin bu karsilagsmalardaki deneyimleri
analiz edilmeye calisilacaktir. Calismanin evreni Istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesine ait
kiiltirel mekanlar1 ziyaret eden muhafazakar ve sekiiler kadinlar olarak belirlenmistir.
Arastirmanin drneklemi amagsal drneklem yontemi ile secilecektir. Orneklemin Istanbul’ da
yasayan ve Istanbul Belediyesine ait kiiltiirel mekanlar1 ziyaret eden toplamda 20 kadimn
katilmcidan  olugsmasi  hedeflenmistir.  Verilerin  nitel arastirma ydntemlerinden
yapilandirilmig soru formu ile derinlemesine goriisme teknigi kullanilarak toplanmasi ve
orneklemden toplanacak wverilerin nitel arastirma yoOntemleri ile analiz edilmesi
planlanmaktadir.

Bulgularin kiiltiir mekanlarinin kutuplagsmalarin ve ayrismalarin ortadan kalkmasinda etkili
olup olmadig1 konusunda alana katki saglayacagi ve daha genis capli ¢aligmalara zemin
hazirlayacagi diistiniilmektedir.



Echoes of Trauma: Disrupted Narratives and Gendered Violence in Turkish Fiction

Neslihan Giiler Ugur

Kog¢ University

Abstract

This paper explores how trauma is represented in three contemporary Turkish novels:
Sarmagik by Sebnem Isigiizel, Kiil ve Yel by Miige Iplik¢i, and Karanligin Giinii by Leyla
Erbil, all of which address sexual violence through the perspectives of Turkish women
authors. Violence against women remains an open wound in Tiirkiye, yet trauma stemming
from sexual violence has received limited scholarly attention in Turkish literary studies.
Utilizing a combined theoretical framework of psychoanalysis, trauma theory, and
narratology, this study examines the narrative strategies these authors employ to render
trauma representable. Rather than portraying sexual violence as isolated or sensationalized
events, the novels invite readers to witness survivors’ ongoing psychological and bodily
struggles. They highlight how trauma lingers, reemerges, and shapes identity and memory
over time. To convey trauma’s disorienting effects, the texts use flashbacks, nonlinear
timelines, irregular punctuation, multiple narrators, embedded stories, and fragmented
narration. These devices reflect the cyclical nature of trauma and show how survivors inhabit
both past and present simultaneously. The analysis demonstrates that trauma fiction in these
works functions not merely to depict suffering but to involve the reader in the survivor’s
attempt to give form to what resists narration. By engaging with narrative disruptions and
symbolic reenactments, the novels explore how memory and identity are fractured and
reassembled after violence.Together, these texts contribute to a deeper understanding of how
Turkish women authors use literary form to address sexual trauma, offering readers a space
to confront the unspeakable and bear witness to survival.



Travmanin Yankilari: Tiirk Edebiyatinda Parcalanmis Anlati ve Toplumsal Cinsiyete
Dayal Siddet

Neslihan Giiler Ugur

Ko¢ Universitesi

Ozet
Bu c¢alisma, Sebnem Isigiizel’in Sarmasik (2019), Miige Iplik¢i’nin Kiil ve Yel (2009) ve
Leyla Erbil’in Karanligin Giinii (1989) adli romanlarinda travmanin nasil temsil edildigini
inceler. Bu ti¢ eser, cinsel siddeti Tiirk kadin yazarlarin 6zgiin anlati perspektiflerinden ele
alarak, Tirkiye’de kadina yonelik siddetin siireklili§ine ve bu siddetin edebiyatta yeterince
tartisilmamis olmasina dikkat ¢eker.

Psikanaliz, travma kurami ve anlatibilimden olusan biitiinlesik bir kuramsal cerceveye
dayanan makale, yazarlarin travmayi anlatilabilir kilmak igin gelistirdikleri anlatisal
stratejileri analiz eder. Romanlar, cinsel siddeti tek bir olay ya da sansasyonel bir deneyim
olarak sunmak yerine, hayatta kalanlarin siiregelen bedensel ve ruhsal miicadelelerine
taniklik etmeye ¢agirir. Boylece travmanin zamansal yapisini, bellekte ve kimlikte biraktigi
kalict izleri ve yeniden beliris bigimlerini goriiniir kilar.

Metinlerdeki geri doniisler, dogrusal olmayan zaman kurgusu, ¢oklu anlaticilar, i¢ i¢e gegmis
hikayeler, diizensiz noktalama isaretleri ve pargali yapi, travmanin dongiisel dogasini ve
geemigle simdi arasindaki gegirgenligi yansitir. Bu anlatisal kesintiler, travmanin dile
getirilemeyen yanlarini bi¢imlendirme ¢abasini yansitirken, ayn1 zamanda okuru da anlatinin
tan1g1 haline getirir.

Sonu¢ olarak bu calisma, s6z konusu {i¢ romanin travmayi yalnizca temsil etmekle
kalmadigini; ayn1 zamanda okuyucuyu, kurbanlarin ifade edilmesi giic deneyimlerini aktarma
siirecine dahil ettigini One siirer. Tiirk kadin yazarlarin cinsel siddet ve travma deneyimlerini
edebl bicim araciligiyla yeniden kurma bigimleri, ¢agdas Tiirk edebiyatinda travma
anlatisinin hem estetik hem de taniksal boyutlarina derin bir bakis sunar.



Resistance in Mosques: Cultural Encounters, Everyday Transgressions, and Feminist
Interventions

Nur Kipgak

Abstract
Rising right-wing nationalist and misogynistic discourses blame women’s presence in public
spaces for the erosion of family values, while obstructing efforts to make mosques more
inclusive for women’s worship. On social media, women’s demands to pray in mosques are
framed as a “declaration of war,” and mosques are defended as the ultimate bastions of
patriarchy. Women’s presence in mosques is portrayed as a threat that will bring about moral
decay and the collapse of the family. My ethnographic study explores forms of resistance in
mosques: liminal rituals, metis tactics, cultural encounters, and struggles in Turkey; and
embodied tafsir movements, feminist interventions, and queer religiosities in global contexts.

Liminal rituals such as ziyarah and tarawih bring together women from diverse classes, ages,
and backgrounds, temporarily suspending social hierarchies. Cultural encounters emerging
through mobility—through migrants, tourists, Hajj and Umrah, and other transnational
travels —expose women to new religious sensibilities and reshape local mosque practices.
Metis tactics refer to the spontaneous, creative maneuvers women employ in everyday
life—such as pretending to be tourists or acting as if they do not understand what is being
said when confronted with harassment in mosques. The shared misogynistic reactions to
initiatives such as the Women in Mosques campaign and KADEM’s Mosques Are Ours
project are particularly revealing. Feminist hermeneutic scholarship initiated by American
academics has paved the way for demands for equal access to mosques and for women’s
leadership in prayer. This embodied tafsir movement has inspired the establishment of
women’s mosques and inclusive mosques affirming LGBTQ believers around the world.

The doctoral dissertation on which this paper is based approaches the sacredness attributed to
space as situational and attentive to differences among women and forms of religiosity.
Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork—including 46 semi-structured interviews and participant
observation in 27 mosques between 2019 and 2024—the study moves beyond theories of
subjectivity to trace the connections between experience and structure. It shows that
equitable access to mosques is not a utopian ideal but a lived reality—sometimes partial and
embedded, sometimes visible in everyday practice.



Camilerde Direnis: Kiiltiirel Karsilasmalar, Giindelik Thlaller, Feminist Miidahaleler

Nur Kipgak

Ozet

Yiikselen sag milliyet¢i ve mizojenik miidahaleler aile degerlerinin kaybindan kadinlarin
kamusal alandaki varligimi sorumlu tutarken camilerin kadinlarin da ibadet edebilecegi
sekilde doniisiimiine engel olur. Sosyal medyada, kadinlarin camilerde ibadet talebi, “savas
ilan1” addedilip camiler ataerkil diizenin en gii¢lii kalesi olarak savunuluyor; kadinlarin
camiye dahlinin ahlaki ¢okiisiinii ve ailenin yikimini getirecegi serdediliyor. Bu noktada
deneyim odakli ¢aligmam, camilerde direnis bi¢imlerini, Tirkiye’deki esiktelik ritielleri,
metis taktikleri, kiiltiirel karsilagsmalar, miicadeleler; diinyadaysa bedenli tefsir hareketi,
feminist miidahaleler ve kuir dindarlik bi¢imleri lizerinden irdeliyor.

Ziyaret ve teravih gibi esiktelik ritiielleri farkli sinif, yas, kokenden kadinlarin karsilasmasini
saglarken ayn1 zamanda toplumsal hiyerarsileri gorece askiya alir. Hareketlilikle ortaya ¢ikan
kiiltiirel karsilagsmalar; go¢cmen ve turistlerin getirdigi farkli pratikler, hac ve umre
deneyimleri, iilkeler arasi seyahatler kadinlari yeni olgusuyla tanistirip yerelde cami
itiyatlarin1 doniistliriir. Metis taktikleri kadinlarin camilerdeki satagmalar karsisinda turist
taklidi yaparak isitileni anlamiyormusgasina davranmak gibi giindelik hayatta sergiledikleri
anlik, yaratici becerilerdir. Kadinlar Camilerde Kampanyasi ve KADEM’in Camiler
Hepimizin Projesi gibi farkli gruplar tarafindan baglatilan girisimlere gelen ortak mizojenik
tepkiler carpicidir. Amerikali akademisyenlerin baglattigi feminist hermendétik tefsir ise
camilere esit erisim talebi ve imamligin Oniinii agar. Bu bedenli tefsir hareketi diinyada kadin
camileri ve kapsayici camilerin (LGBTI affirmation) kurulmasini saglar.

Bildirinin dayandigi doktora tezi mekana atfedilen kutsalligi durumsal olarak ele aliyor;
kadmlar ve dindarliklar arasindaki farkliliklar1 gozetiyor. 2019-2024 yillarinda, 27 camide
gerceklestirilen 46 miilakata ve katilimcr gozleme dayali saha arastirmasi, 6zne kuraminin
Otesine gecgerek deneyimler ile yapilar arasinda baglantilar kurarken adil cami kullaniminin
iitopik bir fikir degil, bazen goérece ve gomiilii bazen de agiktan ama halihazirda yasandigin
kuramsal olarak a¢iga ¢ikartyor.



Anxiety, Loneliness, and Motherhood: New Dynamics in Female Voting Behavior

Nur Sinem Kourou, Ozgiin Elif Caldemir

Istanbul Kiiltiir University

Abstract

Changes in women's voting behavior have been studied as a multilayered phenomenon
shaped by different dynamics in each context. For example, in Western democracies, mass
political behavior has evolved over time from a "traditional gender gap" to a "modern gender
gap." While women supported right-wing parties more strongly than men before the 1980s
(Dogan, 1967; Duverger, 1955; Lipset, 1960), their tendency to vote for left-wing parties
increased compared to men in the following period (Abendschon & Steinmetz, 2014; Giger,
2009; Inglehart & Norris, 2003). This transformation is explained by two main theoretical
frameworks in the literature. Cultural theories point to the modernization process experienced
by post-industrial societies and the proliferation of post-materialist values related to gender
equality especially, but not exclusively, among women citizens (Emmenegger & Manow,
2014; Inglehart & Norris, 2003; Shorrocks, 2018). Structural theories, on the other hand,
focus on women's increasing economic empowerment and its impact on gender relations,
household structure, and the welfare policies favored by women and men (Carroll, 1988;
Iversen & Rosenbluth, 2006; Manza & Brooks, 1998). Deepening systemic gaps and the
resulting discourse of distrust among women make them a critical political constituency,
particularly on ‘care-based’ issues. The anxiety generated by current conditions among
women voters stems from various sources. This situation leads women to exhibit the same
behavior for different reasons, demonstrating that treating them as a homogeneous group
would be flawed. The study examines the shift in voting behavior by examining the
intersection of mothers' increasing anxiety and the loneliness experienced by young women
in various ways with political identity. While the literature suggests that women's voting
preferences tend to be more pro-status quo during periods of fear, anxiety, and uncertainty,
in-depth interviews conducted with 78 women voters from various regions of Turkey
between October 2024 and January 2025 reveal the opposite. The findings demonstrate that
areas of insecurity and anxiety transform women into "status quo breakers" and more active
political actors, and that this transformation leads to significant shifts in voting preferences.



Kaygi, Yalmzhik ve Annelik: Kadin Se¢cmen Davramisinda Yeni Dinamikler

Nur Sinem Kourou, Ozgiin Elif Caldemir

Istanbul Kiiltiir Universitesi

Ozet

Kadin se¢menlerin oy davramisindaki degisimler, her baglamda farkli dinamikler tarafindan
sekillenen ¢ok katmanli bir olgu olarak incelenmistir. Ornegin, bat1 demokrasilerinde kitlesel
siyasi davranis, zaman iginde ‘“geleneksel cinsiyet farki”ndan “modern cinsiyet farki’na
evrilmistir. 1980°ler oncesinde kadinlar, erkeklere kiyasla sag partileri daha giiglii bigimde
desteklerken (Dogan, 1967; Duverger, 1955; Lipset, 1960), sonraki siiregte erkeklere oranla
sol partilere oy verme egilimleri artmistir (Abendschon & Steinmetz, 2014; Giger, 2009;
Inglehart & Norris, 2003). Bu doniisiim, literatiirde iki ana teorik gerceveyle agiklanmaktadir.
Kiiltiirel teoriler, sanayi sonrasi toplumlarin yasadigi modernlesme siireci ile cinsiyetler arasi
esitlige iliskin post-materyalist degerlerin —6zellikle ama yalnizca kadin vatandaslar arasinda
degil- yayginlasmasina isaret eder (Emmenegger & Manow, 2014; Inglehart & Norris, 2003;
Shorrocks, 2018). Yapisal teoriler ise kadinlarin artan ekonomik giiclenmesine ve bunun
cinsiyet iliskileri, hane yapisi ve kadinlar ile erkeklerin tercih ettigi refah politikalar
iizerindeki etkilerine odaklanir (Carroll, 1988; Iversen & Rosenbluth, 2006; Manza &
Brooks, 1998). Literatiirde biiyiik yapisal doniistimler, kiiltiirel aligkanliklar ve toplumsal
degisimlerin segcmen davranigini sekillendirdigi one siiriilse de bu ¢alisma Tiirkiye’deki
demokratik erozyon siirecinin kadin segmenlerin oy tercihlerinde degisimi tetikleyen 6zgiin
bir unsur oldugunu savunmaktadir. Derinlesen sistemsel bosluklar ve buna bagli olarak
kadinlar arasinda artan giivensizlik sdylemi, onlar1 6zellikle “sefkat temelli” konularda kritik
siyasi alicilar haline getirmektedir. Mevcut kosullarin kadin segmenlerde yarattigi kaygi,
farkli kaynaklardan beslenmektedir. Bu durum, kadinlarin aymi davranisi farkli nedenlerle
sergilemesine yol agmakta ve onlar1 homojen bir grup olarak degerlendirme yaklagiminin
yanlis olacagini gostermektedir. Caligma, annelerin artan kaygilar1 ile gen¢ kadinlarin pek
cok acidan yasadigi yalmzlhigin, siyasi kimlikle kesisimini ele alarak oy davranisindaki
degisimi incelemektedir. Her ne kadar literatiir, korku, kaygi ve belirsizlik donemlerinde
kadinlarin oy tercihlerinin daha statiikocu bir ¢izgide kaldigin ileri siirse de 2024 Ekim —
2025 Ocak aylarinda Tirkiye’nin farkli bolgelerinden 78 kadin se¢menle gerceklestirilen
derinlemesine goriismeler bunun aksini ortaya koymaktadir. Bulgular, glivensizlik ve kaygi
duyulan alanlarin, kadinlar1 “statiiko-kiric1” ve daha etkin siyasi aktorlere doniistiirdiigiinii;
bu doniisiimiin ise oy tercihlerinde anlamli degisimlere yol a¢tigin1 gostermektedir.



The Sovereignty of the Body And Subjectivity: The Female Body in Bur¢in Tetik's Stories
in Annemin Kaburgas

Osman Karakus

Eskisehir Osmangazi University

Abstract

Burgin Tetik's short story collection titled Annemin Kaburgas: stands out as an important text
that reinterprets the female body within the framework of gender norms and power
mechanisms. This study aims to examine the thematic and formal approach to the female
body in the book from the perspective of body politics. In light of feminist theory and Michel
Foucault's concept of biopolitics, the analysis will examine how the body in the stories is
subjected to social control, disciplined, and at the same time used as an area of resistance.
While the female body functions as a stage for both oppression and subjectification in the
text, power relations woven through family, gender roles, and social norms are revealed
through these bodily experiences. As the body's processes of pain, trauma, and healing are
described through metaphorical and concrete narratives in the stories, Tetik's language makes
the political meaning of the body visible. In this context, Annemin Kaburgas: makes a unique
contribution to the discourse on body politics in contemporary Turkish literature and
reconstructs the multi-layered experience of the female body with feminist consciousness.
The paper aims to shed light on the literary representation of gender and body relations in
Turkey by evaluating the book's narratives on the female body at the intersection of feminist
and queer theories.



Bedenin Iktidar1 ve Oznelesme: Burcin Tetik’in Annemin Kaburgasi Oykiilerinde Kadin
Bedeni

Osman Karakus

Eskisehir Osmangazi Universitesi

Ozet

Burgin Tetik’in Annemin Kaburgas: adli 6ykii kitabi, kadin bedeninin toplumsal cinsiyet
normlar1 ve iktidar mekanizmalar1 ¢ercevesinde yeniden yorumlandigi 6nemli bir metin
olarak one ¢ikar. Bu calisma, kitabin kadin bedenine dair tematik ve bigimsel yaklasimini
beden politikast perspektifinden incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Feminist teori ve Michel
Foucault’nun biyopolitika kavrami 15181nda, dykiilerde bedenin nasil toplumsal denetime tabi
kilindig1, disipline edildigi ve aym1 zamanda direnis alani olarak kullanildigi analiz
edilecektir. Kadin bedeni, metinde hem baskinin hem de 6znelesmenin sahnesi olarak islev
goriirken; aile, cinsiyet rolleri ve toplumsal normlarla oriilen iktidar iligkileri bu bedensel
deneyimler iizerinden aciga cikar. Oykiilerde bedenin aci, travma ve iyilesme siiregleri
metaforik ve somut anlatimlarla betimlenirken, Tetik’in dili bedenin politik anlamin1 goriiniir
kilar. Bu baglamda, Annemin Kaburgas: g¢agdas Tiirk edebiyatinda beden politikasi
tartigmalarina 6zgiin bir katki sunmakta ve kadin bedeninin ¢ok katmanli deneyimini feminist
bir bilingle yeniden yapilandirmaktadir. Bildiri, kitabin kadin bedenine dair anlatimlarim
feminist ve queer kuramlarin kesisiminde degerlendirerek, Tiirkiye’de toplumsal cinsiyet ve
beden iligkilerinin edebi temsiline 151k tutmay1 hedeflemektedir.



Dualities, Body and Easting Disorders

Pakistan Sarikaya, Cihad Ozs6z

Stileyman Demirel University

Abstract

From the past to the present, body image has changed and transformed within the context of
social perceptions along the axes of time and space. The body, which changes and transforms
depending on the social context, is part of a process of construction. This process of
construction consists of both discursive and structural elements. Moreover, while the body
simultaneously maintains its existence as both an ongoing biological process and a persistent
social construct, essentialist and substantialist approaches to the body have created dualisms.
These dualisms have proliferated into numerous dichotomous categories such as mind/body,
spirit/body, nature/culture, and woman/man. Established along both discursive and practical
lines, these dualisms have also fuelled specific health problems that are not always directly
visible in society. One such health problem is eating disorders, which date back to ancient
times and are still considered diseases today. Eating disorders are not merely medical
conditions but also sociological phenomena. At the same time, they are deeply intertwined
with various domains, including the body itself. In this sense, this study will discuss the body
as a relational concept with both social and individual characteristics, while also examining
its relationship with eating disorders. This analysis will be conducted from a relational
perspective, taking into account the processual and contextual nature of the body. The aim,
therefore, is to lift the essentialist veil imposed on the body within its historical and social
context. Without overlooking the mechanisms that sustain this essentialist veil, the body will
be evaluated both relationally and processually, as relationality and process are inseparable.
Human agency, too, is continuously reproduced and reshaped through the ongoing
relationships and interactions in which we are embedded. From this perspective, when
evaluating the dualities surrounding the body, the historical and social context will be taken
as a reference point and examined through two temporal axes: pre-modern and post-modern.



Ikilikler, Beden ve Yeme Bozuklugu

Pakistan Sarikaya, Cihad Ozs6z

Siileyman Demirel Universitesi

Ozet

Gegmisten giliniimiize beden algis1 toplumsal tahayytiller baglaminda zaman ve mekan
ekseninde degisip doniismiistiir. Toplumsal konjonktiire bagli olarak degisen ve doniisen
beden bir insa edilme siirecine dahildir. Bu insa edilme siireci hem sdylemsel hem de yapisal
unsurlardan olusmaktadir. Ayrica bir yandan beden hem halihazirda bitmemis biyolojik bir
siirec hem de siliregen bir toplumsallik olarak varligin1 idame ettirmekteyken diger yandan
bedene yonelik tézcli ve Ozcii yaklasimlar diializmler yaratmistir. Bunlar ruh/beden,
akil/beden, doga/kiiltiir ya da kadin/erkek gibi daha pek cok dikotomik kategorilerle
cogalarak devam etmistir. Bu diializmler, sdylemsel ve pratikler ekseninde kurularak kimi
zaman toplumsalda dogrudan goriilemeyen kimi saglik problemlerini de beslemistir. Bu
saglik problemlerinden biri tarihi eskilere dayanan ve giiniimiizde de hastalik olarak
nitelendirilen yeme bozuklugudur. Yeme bozuklugu salt bir hastalik olmamakla birlikte
sosyolojik bir meseledir. Ayn1 zamanda yeme bozuklugu da beden gibi pek cok alanla
iligkilidir. Bu anlamda bu g¢alismada hem toplumsal hem de bireysel nitelikler tasiyan ve
iliskisel bir terim olan beden tartisilirken yeme bozukluguyla iliskisi de irdelenecektir. Bu
irdeleme bedenin siire¢sel ve baglamsal niteligi ile gbz Oniinde tutularak iligkisel olarak
yiiriitiilecektir. Dolayisiyla amac tarihsel ve toplumsal baglamda bedene giydirilen tozcii
ortliyli kaldirma ¢abasidir. Bu tdzcii ortliyli besleyen mekanizmalar goz ardi edilmeksizin
beden hem iliskisel hem de siiregsel olarak degerlendirilecektir. Ciinkii iliskisellik ve siireg
birbirinden ayrilmayan bir biitliindiir. Faillik kapasitemiz de i¢inde bulundugumuz siirekli
iligkiler, etkilesimler araciligiyla devamli olarak hem yeniden {iretilir hem de yeniden
sekillenir. Bu acidan beden iizerindeki ikilikleri degerlendirirken tarihsel ve toplumsal
baglam referans noktasi alinarak bu baglam modern dncesi ve modern sonrasi olmak iizere
iki zamansal ¢izgi lizerinden ele alinacaktir.



Care Work and Lullabies: At the Crossroads of Social Transformation

Riimeysa Camdereli, Begiim Acar

Kadir Has University, Sabanci University

Abstract
This workshop aims to create a shared space for reflecting on the socialization of care work
through the cultural and emotional resonances of lullabies.

Lullabies are not merely individual practices associated with motherhood or nostalgic
cultural artifacts. They are also a powerful form of oral culture that encompasses women’s
affective labor, gender roles, and the intergenerational transmission of knowledge. As
musical practices embedded in everyday life, lullabies reveal how care, emotion, and
creativity intersect within the rhythms of domestic and social life. By engaging with lullabies
from a critical feminist perspective, this workshop explores how these oral traditions both
carry and transform women’s voices, experiences, and forms of everyday resistance.
Concepts such as care labor, invisible work, domestic production, and non-canonical musical
narratives are revisited to reconsider lullabies as sites of social memory and collective
expression.

Through participants’ reflections and shared experiences, the workshop seeks to weave a
collective framework that uncovers the emotional, cultural, and political layers within
lullabies. It invites participants to rethink care work as an inclusive and egalitarian social
responsibility shared by all caregivers. Concluding with the collaborative reinterpretation or
creation of a lullaby, the workshop proposes a creative engagement with feminist thought
rooted in both personal and collective experience.



Bakim Emegi ve Ninniler: Toplumsal Doniisiimiin Neresinde?

Riimeysa Camdereli, Begiim Acar

Kadir Has Universitesi, Sabanci Universitesi

Ozet
Bu atdlye, ninnilerin kiiltiirel ve duygusal c¢agrisimlarindan hareketle bakim emeginin
toplumsallagsmasi lizerine ortak bir diistinme alan1 agmay1 amagliyor.

Ninniler, annelik ve ¢ocuk bakimiyla iligkilendirilen bireysel pratiklerden ya da nostaljik
kiiltiirel ogelerden ibaret degildir. Kadmlarin duygulanimsal emegini, toplumsal cinsiyet
rollerini ve kusaklar arasi bilgi aktarimini igeren gii¢lii bir sozlii kiiltiir bi¢cimini temsil
ederler. Giindelik yasamin ve bakimin ritimlerine ickin miizikal pratikler olarak, duygulanim,
yaraticilik ve bakimin kesistigi noktalar1 goriiniir kilarlar. Atdlye, ninnilere elestirel feminist
bir perspektiften yaklagarak bu sozlii geleneklerin kadinlarin seslerini, deneyimlerini ve
giindelik direnis bicimlerini nasil tasiylp doniistlirdiigiinii tartigmay1 hedefler. Feminist
kuramin bakim emegi, goriinmez emek, ev ici liretim ve kanon dis1 miizikal anlatilar gibi
kavramlar1 ¢ergevesinde, ninniler toplumsal hafiza ve kolektif ifade alanlar1 olarak yeniden
ele alinir.

Katilimeilarin - katkilariyla bu gerceveyi birlikte 6rmeyi hedefleyen atdlye, ninnilerin
barindirdigi duygusal, kiiltiirel ve politik katmanlart agiga ¢ikarmayi; bakim emegini
kapsayict ve esitlik¢i bir toplumsal sorumluluk olarak yeniden diisiinmeyi Onerir. Atdlye,
tartismalardan yola ¢ikarak mevcut bir ninninin yeniden yorumlanmasi ya da alternatif bir
ninni iiretilmesiyle tamamlanacaktir.



“With Marx’s Mind and Lenin’s Eyes”: Communist Masculinities in 1920s and 1930s
Turkey

Sercan Cinar

Central European University

Abstract

This paper examines the construction of communist masculinities in 1920s—1930s Turkey, a
period marked by the translation of Marxist thought, the making of a localized Marxist
literacy, and the formative phase of organized communist activism—what 1 define as
communism in Turkey. Focusing on the early theoretical and political practices of Marxism
in Turkey from the perspective of gender and critical studies on men and masculinities, the
study begins with the formative years (1920-1925) of the Communist Party of Turkey (TKP)
and analyzes the prosopography of its leading male figures, notably Dr. Sefik Hiisnii
(Deymer).

The analysis first reveals representations of masculinity in texts authored by communist
men—particularly those addressing “the woman question” with reference to the classical
Marxist canon—and examines how these formulations contributed to shaping the activists’
gendered political convictions. Defining being a male Communist as a dual process involving
both the formation of a gendered revolutionary self and the cultivation of theoretical
competence, | further explore the sites where communist masculinities were constructed
beyond textual imperatives. This includes the broader field of communist activism, which
combined texts, convictions, forms of life and modes of conduct, organizational principles,
and mechanisms of political control and surveillance.

To this end, I analyze the discursive regimes promulgated by the Comintern (Third
International)—a crucial actor in the world-historical experience of communism—and it’s
political-institutional operations through affiliated organizations and projects created at the
international level. Examining these regimes helps illuminate how a communist man’s
conduct was shaped by the political culture and cultural practices prevailing in the milieu,
and how these, in turn, served to bring this conduct and gender norms into a certain accord.
Drawing on primary sources documenting the political activism of communist men in Turkey
and their autobiographical writings, the study reveals how being a male Communist was
constituted and reconstituted through political action and how this conduct has been
historically perpetuated within the communist tradition.



“Su Marks’in Kafasi, Lenin’nin Goziiyle Yazan Muharrir”: 1920’ler ve 1930’lar
Tiirkiyesi’nde Komiinist Erkeklikler

Sercan Cinar

Central European University

Ozet

Bu makale, Marxist diisiincenin terciime edildigi, yerellestirilmis bir Marksist okuryazarligin
olustugu ve oOrgiitlii komiinist aktivizmin sekillenme siirecinin yasandigr 1920-1930’lar
Tiirkiye’sinde komiinist erkekliklerin insasini incelemektedir—ki ben bunu Tiirkiye’de
komiinizmin olusum dénemi olarak tanimliyorum. Calisma, Tiirkiye’de Marksizmin erken
kuramsal ve siyasal pratiklerine toplumsal cinsiyet ve elestirel calismalar perspektifinden
erkeklik / maskiilinite olgusuna odaklanarak bakmakta; Tiirkiye Komiinist Partisi’nin (TKP)
kurulus yillar1 (1920-1925) ile baslamaktadir. Bu baglamda, 6zellikle Dr. Sefik Hiisnii
(Deymer) olmak tizere 6nde gelen erkek figiirlerin prosopografik analizi yapilmaktadir.

Analiz, oncelikle komiinist erkekler tarafindan kaleme alinan metinlerde—ozellikle klasik
Marksist kanona referansla “kadin meselesi”ni ele alanlarda—erkekligin nasil temsil
edildigini ortaya koymakta ve bu formiilasyonlarin aktivistlerin toplumsal cinsiyetle
sekillenen siyasi kanaatlerini nasil bigimlendirdigini incelemektedir. Erkek bir Komiinist
olmayi, hem toplumsal cinsiyetle yiiklii devrimci bir benligin insast hem de kuramsal
yetkinligin gelistirilmesi seklinde ikili bir siire¢ olarak tanimlayarak, komiinist erkekliklerin
yalnizca metinsel zorunluluklarla smirli kalmayip baska hangi alanlarda kurgulandigini da
derinlemesine inceliyorum. Bu alanlar; metinleri, siyasi kanaatleri, yasam ve davranis
bicimlerini, orgiitsel ilkeleri ve siyasal kontrol ile gézetim mekanizmalarini birlestiren daha
genis bir komiinist aktivizm sahasin1 kapsamaktadir.

Bu amagcla, diinya tarthsel komiinizm deneyiminde kritik bir aktér olan Komintern'in
(Ugiincii Enternasyonal) yiiriittiigii sdylemsel rejimleri ve uluslararasi diizeyde olusturulan
bagli orgiitler ve projeler aracilifiyla gerceklestirdigi siyasi-kurumsal operasyonlar1 da bu
calisma da analiz ediyorum. Bu rejimlerin incelenmesi, komiinist bir erkegin davraniginin,
icinde bulundugu ¢evrede egemen olan siyasi kiiltiir ve kiiltiirel pratikler tarafindan nasil
sekillendirildigini ve bunlarin s6z konusu davranisi toplumsal cinsiyet normlariyla nasil
belirli bir uyuma getirdigini de aydinlatmaya yardimci olur.

Komiinist erkeklerin Tiirkiye’deki siyasi aktivizmini ve Ozyasam anlatilarini belgeleyen
birincil kaynaklardan yararlanan ¢alisma, erkek bir Komiinist olmanin siyasal eylem yoluyla
nasil kuruldugunu ve yeniden kuruldugunu, ayrica bu davranisin komiinist gelenek i¢inde
tarihsel olarak nasil siirdiiriildiigiinii ortaya koymaktadir.



Women, Commons, and Resistance: Life-Making Struggles in Ecological Conflicts in
Tiirkiye

Sinem Bal

Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik

Abstract

This study examines the role of women and their resistance practices within ecological
struggles across ten provinces in Tirkiye’s Aegean, Black Sea, and Marmara regions.
Between 1 June and 21 September 2025, fieldwork was conducted through in-depth
interviews with three spokespersons from regional environmental platforms, one
representative of a national women's platform, and thirty women activists from ten provinces
affiliated with these networks. In addition, focus group discussions were carried out in
sixteen villages with women participating in ecological resistance processes in these areas.
The findings reveal that, for women, water and land are not merely environmental elements
but constitute the material foundations of life and community existence. While women in
urban contexts primarily frame their struggle in terms of constitutional rights, justice, and
democratic participation, women living in rural areas articulate their resistance through the
lens of sustaining life, securing livelihoods, and maintaining existential ties with nature.
Although political-ontological motivations for participation vary, women collectively
mobilize against hegemonic development paradigms legitimized through energy investments
and promises of ‘“higher living standards.” In doing so, they develop new repertoires of
collective action informed by the recognition that both nature and women’s labor are
appropriated through the enclosure of social knowledge by the state-capital nexus. This
shared struggle demonstrates that the solidarity forged between urban women environmental
advocates and the embodied ecological knowledge of rural women constitutes a grassroots
counter-hegemonic space resisting the enclosure of commons. Accordingly, the study
conceptualizes women's ecological resistance as social practices that defend life and common
resources while simultaneously contesting the existing hegemonic order.



Kadinlar, Miisterekler ve Direnis: Tiirkiye’de Ekolojik Miicadelede Kadinlarin Yasam
Alam1 Savunusu

Sinem Bal

Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik

Ozet

Bu arastirma, Tiirkiye’nin Ege, Karadeniz ve Marmara bdlgelerinde, on ilinde yiiriitiilen
ekolojik miicadelelerde kadinlarin roliinii ve direnis pratiklerini incelemektedir. 1 Haziran-21
Eyliil 2025 tarihleri arasinda gerceklestirilen saha ¢alismasi kapsaminda, {i¢ bolgesel ekoloji
platformu sozciisii, bir ulusal kadin platformu temsilcisi ve bu aglara baglh on ilden otuz
kadin aktivist ile derinlemesine goriismeler yapilmistir. Bunun yani sira, yine bu illere bagl
on altt koyde ekolojik direnis siireclerine katilan kadinlarla odak grup ¢alismalari
gergeklestirilmistir. Arastirmanin bulgular1 gdstermektedir ki, kadinlar icin su ve toprak
yalnizca c¢evresel unsurlar degil; yasamin ve topluluk varliginin maddi temelleridir.
Kentlerdeki kadinlar miicadeleyi ¢ogunlukla anayasal hak, adalet ve demokratik katilim
cergevesinde tanimlarken, kdylerde yasayan kadinlar direnisi yasamin siirdiiriilmesi, ge¢im
giivenligi ve dogayla kurulan varolugsal baglar iizerinden ifade etmektedir. Her ne kadar
eylemlere katilma motivasyonlarinda politik-ontolojik farkliliklar olsa da, kadinlar enerji
yatirimlart ve “iyi yasam standartlar1” vaadiyle mesrulastirilan hegemonik kalkinma
paradigmalar1 karsisinda orgiitlenmekte; doganin ve kadin emeginin iktidar-sermaye ittifaki
tarafindan toplumsal bilgiyi ¢itleme yoluyla gasp edildigi bilinciyle yeni bir kolektif eylem
repertuart gelistirmektedir. Bu ortak miicadele, kentlerdeki kadin ekoloji savunucularinin
urettigi soylemler ile kirsaldaki kadinlarin yagsam bilgisi arasinda kurulan dayanisma hatti
iizerinden, miistereklerin c¢itlenmesine karsi tabandan gelisen karsi-hegemonik bir alanin
ortaya ciktigini gostermektedir. Boylelikle calisma, kadinlarin ekolojik direnislerini hem
yasami ve miisterekleri savunan hem de mevcut hegemonik diizeni zorlayan toplumsal
pratikler olarak kavramsallastirmaktadir.



The Spirit of Menstruation: The Visibility of the Menstrual Cycle in Art and the Silent
Politics of the Body

Sultan Serter

Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University

Abstract

Menstruation is not only a biological but also a socio-culturally shaped experience in which
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the menstrual cycle, woven with discourses such as “shame,” “secrecy,” and “dirt” in society,
lies at the center of policies of control and silencing of the female body. This paper examines
the visibility of the menstrual cycle in art from historical, cultural, and political perspectives;
it discusses how the menstrual experience is made visible, transformed, and instrumentalized

in body politics through art.

Examples of how feminist art breaks the taboo around menstruation are illustrated through
works such as Judy Chicago’s The Menstruation Bathroom, Carolee Schneemann’s Interior
Scroll, and Rupi Kaur’s Period. Additionally, representations of cyclical processes such as
postpartum and menopause in contemporary art practices are also addressed in this article.
Whereas, Julia Kristeva’s concept of “abjection” and Héléne Cixous’s écriture féminine
provide the theoretical foundation for menstrual art.

This paper aims to rethink gender equality, bodily autonomy, and spaces of expression
through making the menstrual cycle visible. Especially, in the context of Turkey, where
artistic productions centering on the menstrual experience remain limited among the younger
generation of artists. Therefore, incorporating issues such as period poverty, emotional
invisibility, and the aesthetics of menstrual products into current feminist art debates
becomes essential.



Reglin Ruhu: Sanatta Menstriiel Dongiiniin Goriiniirliigii ve Bedenin Sessiz Politikalar:

Sultan Serter

Mimar Sinan Giizel Sanatlar Universitesi

Ozet

Regl, yalnizca biyolojik degil, ayni zamanda sosyo-kiiltiirel olarak sekillenmis bir
deneyimdir. Toplumda "ayip", "gizli", "kirli" gibi sOylemlerle Oriilen regl dongiisii, kadin
bedeninin denetimi ve susturulmasi politikalariin merkezinde yer almaktadir. Bu bildiride,
menstriiel dongiliniin  sanattaki gorlintirligti tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve politik acilardan
incelenmekte; regl deneyiminin sanat yoluyla nasil goriiniir kilindigi, doniistiiriildiigii ve

beden politikalarinin araci haline geldigi tartisilmaktadir.

Judy Chicago’nun The Menstruation Bathroom, Carolee Schneemann’in Interior Scroll ve
Rupi Kaur’un Period. gibi ¢alismalar: tizerinden feminist sanatin regl tabusunu nasil kirdig:
orneklenmektedir. Ayrica lohusalik ve menopoz gibi dongiisel siireglerin cagdas sanat
pratiklerindeki temsilleri de ele alinmaktadir. Julia Kristeva'nin “abjection” kavrami ve
Hélene Cixous’un disil yazi1 yaklasimi, regl sanatinin teorik zeminini olusturmaktadir.

Tiirkiye baglaminda, gen¢ kusak sanatgilar arasinda regl deneyimini merkeze alan tiretimler
hala smirli sayidadir. Bu nedenle regl yoksullugu, duygusal goriinmezlik, ped estetigi gibi
meseleler feminist sanat acgisindan giincel tartismalara dahil edilmelidir. Bu bildiri, regl
dongiisiinliin goriiniir kilinmasi tizerinden toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi, beden ozgiirliigii ve
ifade alanlarini yeniden diisiinmeyi amaglamaktadir.



A Feminist Negotiation of Rural Romanticism and the Strategic Transformation of
Traditional Imagery: The Case of the Women of the Agin Agricultural Development
Cooperative

Tanya Aktas

Istanbul Universitesi

Abstract

This study analyzes, from an anthropological perspective, how rural women transform the
romanticized images about themselves through feminist negotiation processes, based on the
example of the Agin Women’s Agricultural Development Cooperative in the Agin district of
Elaz1g Province. The research reveals that hegemonic and romanticized rural discourses—
such as “naturalness,” “authenticity,” “traditionalism,” “ancestral land,” and “a mother’s
touch”— are strategically reinterpreted by women and turned into tools of feminist solidarity.
The fieldwork was conducted using ethnographic methods, including participant observation
and in-depth interviews.
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The main approach of this study is to move beyond the “empowerment” categories of
developmentalist discourse and instead center women’s experiences. The findings show that
the cooperative functions as a “transitional space” between the private and public spheres,
that women render their labor visible through nostalgic narratives, and that they establish
micro-scale solidarity networks. The study emphasizes how local feminist practices take
shape within the current political climate, the critical role of social capital in cooperative
organization, and the need for a multi-layered analysis that transcends the traditional-modern
dichotomy. For gender studies in Turkey, it offers theoretical and empirical contributions by
highlighting the importance of alternative solidarity models outside hegemonic discourses.



Kirsal Romantizmin Feminist Miizakeresi ve Geleneksel Imgelerin Stratejik Doniisiimii:
Agin Kadinlar1 Tarimsal Kalkinma Kooperatifi Ornegi

Tanya Aktas

Istanbul Universitesi

Ozet
Bu calisma, Elazig ili Agin Ilgesi'ndeki Agin Kadimlar1 Tarmmsal Kalkinma Kooperatifi

orneginden hareketle, kirsal kadinlarin kendileri hakkindaki romantik imgeleri nasil feminist
miizakere siirecleriyle doniistiirdiiklerini antropolojik perspektifle analiz etmektedir.
Arastirma, "dogallik", "otantiklik", "geleneksellik", "ata topragi" ve "anne eli" gibi
hegemonik ve romantize edilmis kirsal sdylemlerin kadinlar tarafindan stratejik olarak
yeniden anlamlandirilarak feminist dayanisma aracina ¢evrildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Saha
caligmast etnografik yontemle gergeklestirilmis, katilimci1 gozlem ve derinlemesine miilakat
teknikleri kullanilmistir. Bu ¢alismanin temel yaklagimi kalkinmaci sdylemin "giliclenme"
kategorilerinin Otesine gecerek kadin deneyimlerini merkeze almaktir. Bulgular, kooperatifin
ozel ile kamusal alan arasinda "gecis mekam" islevi gordiigiinii, kadinlarin nostaljik
sOylemler araciligiyla emeklerini goriiniir kildigim1 ve mikro o6l¢ekli dayanisma aglari
kurdugunu gostermektedir. Calisma, giincel siyasi iklimde yerel feminist pratiklerin nasil
sekillendigini, sosyal sermayenin kooperatiflesmedeki kritik roliinii ve geleneksel-modern
ikiligini asan ¢ok katmanli bir analizin gerekliligini vurgular. Tiirkiye'deki toplumsal cinsiyet
caligmalari icin, hegemonik sdylemlerin disinda alternatif dayanigsma modellerinin 6nemini

ortaya koyarak teorik ve ampirik katki sunar.



The Gender of Agin Roasted Chickpeas and Sugared Almonds: A Dual Gender Strategy
Between Traditional Production and Nostalgic Consumption

Tanya Aktag
Istanbul Universitesi

Abstract

This article examines, through ethnographic data, how gender boundaries are negotiated and
rewritten in the production and marketing of local products, using the case of Agin Women's
Agricultural Development Cooperative in Elazig/Agin. Data collected through two-stage
fieldwork and digital ethnography conducted in 2024 were analyzed from a multi-actor
perspective. The findings reveal that women pursue two simultaneous gender strategies: 1) in
domains deemed '"women's work," transforming the discourse of "mother's
touch/cleanliness/naturalness" into economic value through hygiene, trust, and localness in
Gl-registered Agin roasted chickpeas; ii) in sugared almond production, regarded as "men's
work," developing mastery and eroding gender boundaries by circumventing male masters'
gatekeeping through digital learning, collective trial-and-error, and solidarity. The hybrid
production model (traditional knowledge + modern equipment) reconstructs authenticity and
quality on three levels: 1) geographical origin, ii) production techniques, iii) symbolic
attributes.

Demand for cooperative products is driven by nostalgic consumption through hometown
networks and "Sila-y1 Rahim" (kinship visits’/homeland longing) narratives; the cooperative
space functions as a safe "liminal space" between private and public spheres, legitimized
through mahram/non-mahram (Islamic gender boundaries) and "neighborhood" norms. This
study demonstrates that women's cooperatives are neither simply "empowering" nor merely
"reproducing" gender roles along a single axis; it proposes a context-sensitive framework
operating through two distinct mechanisms across two different production domains and
offers a theoretical contribution to the literature through the conceptualization of "dual
gender strategy." The study reveals that women's cooperatives assume an institutional role
not only in local development but also in preserving cultural heritage and rewriting gender
boundaries.



Agin Leblebisinin ve Badem Sekerinin Cinsiyeti: Geleneksel Uretim ve Nostaljik Tiiketim
Arasinda Cifte Cinsiyet Stratejisi

Tanya Aktas

Istanbul Universitesi

Ozet

Bu makale, Elazig/Agin’daki Agin Kadmlart Tarimsal Kalkinma Kooperatifi 6rneginde,
yerel {rilinlerin iiretim ve pazarlanmasinda toplumsal cinsiyet sinirlarinin nasil miizakere
edilip yeniden yazildigim1 etnografik verilerle inceler. 2024’te yiiriitiilen iki agamali saha
caligmas1 ve dijital etnografi yoluyla toplanan veriler, ¢oklu aktor perspektifiyle analiz
edilmistir. Bulgular, kadinlarin eszamanl iki cinsiyet stratejisi izledigini gosterir: 1) “kadin
is1” addedilen alanlarda, cografi isaretli Agin leblebisinde “anne eli/temizlik/dogallik”
sOylemini hijyen, giiven ve yerlilik lizerinden ekonomik degere ¢evirmek; ii) “erkek isi”
sayilan badem sekeri iiretiminde erkek ustalarin kapi tutuculugunu dijital 6grenme, kolektif
deneme-yanilma ve dayanisma yoluyla asarak ustalik gelistirip cinsiyet sinirlarini
asindirmak. Hibrit tiretim modeli (geleneksel bilgi + modern ekipman), otantiklik ve kaliteyi
ii¢ diizlemde yeniden kurar: 1) cografi koken, ii) iiretim teknikleri, ii1) sembolik nitelikler.
Kooperatif iiriinlerine yonelik talep, hemsehri aglar1t ve “Sila-y1 Rahim” anlatilari
araciligiyla nostaljik tiiketimden beslenir;  kooperatif mekani, mahrem/namahrem ve
“mahalle” kavrayislarinin sagladigi mesruiyetle Ozel-kamusal arasinda giivenli bir “gecis
mekan1” islevi goriir. Calisma, kadin kooperatiflerinin tek bir hatta “gii¢lendirici” ya da
toplumsal cinsiyet rollerini “yeniden iiretici” olmadigini; iki farkl iiretim alaninda iki farkl
mekanizma ile eszamanli ve baglama duyarli bir ¢ergeve Onerir ve “cifte cinsiyet stratejisi”
kavramsallastirmasiyla literatiire kuramsal katki yapar; kadin kooperatiflerinin yerel
kalkinmanin 6tesinde kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasi ve cinsiyet sinirlarinin yeniden yaziminda
kurumsal bir rol listlendigini ortaya koyar.



Menstrual Pain as an Invisible Pandemic: A Biopsychosocial Feminist Approach to
Reproductive Health

Tugba Ozcan

Abstract

Menstrual pain (dysmenorrhea), despite affecting up to 95% of women of reproductive age,
remains widely normalized, under-diagnosed, and structurally silenced within biomedical
frameworks. This paper conceptualizes menstrual pain as an “invisible pandemic” - a
chronic, widespread condition rendered invisible through patriarchal cultural codes,
neoliberal health systems, and the reductive biomedicalization of women’s bodies. Drawing
from feminist medical sociology, this study argues that menstrual pain is not solely a
physiological symptom but a deeply biopsychosocial experience shaped by the interplay of
gendered embodiment, societal and cultural expectations, and power relations in medical
discourse.

Building on fieldwork conducted during my doctoral research in Turkey, I explore how
women navigate menstrual and reproductive health challenges - including endometriosis and
infertility- through both biomedical technologies (e.g., IVF) and alternative healing practices
(e.g., energy medicine, spiritual rituals). This paper critically interrogates how both fields,
technoscientific innovation of biomedicine and neo-spiritual wellness culture of alternative
therapies, simultaneously promise healing yet often reproduce control over women’s bodies.

Adopting a feminist approach combined with auto-ethnography, as a research methodology,
the presentation will illustrate how women’s perceptions of menstrual pain, health, and
autonomy are entangled with broader sociopolitical forces. By framing menstrual pain as a
political and epistemological issue, not merely a medical one, this paper contributes to
feminist debates on embodiment, care, and health justice. Ultimately, it calls for a
redefinition of menstrual health as a site of resistance, visibility, and collective feminist
re-articulation.



Gériinmez Bir Pandemi Olarak Menstriiel Agri: Ureme Saghgina Feminist ve
Biyopsikososyal Bir Yaklasim

Tugba Ozcan

Ozet

Menstriiel agr1 (dismenore), lireme ¢agindaki kadinlarin %95’ine kadar etkiliyor olmasina
ragmen, biyomedikal ¢erceveler i¢inde yaygin sekilde normallestirilmis, az tan1 konan ve
yapisal olarak susturulmus bir sorun olmaya devam etmektedir. Bu ¢alisma, menstriiel agriy1
“goriinmez bir pandemi” olarak ataerkil kiiltiirel kodlar, neoliberal saglik sistemleri ve kadin
bedenlerinin indirgemeci biyomedikalizasyonu araciligiyla goriinmez kilinan, kronik ve
yaygin bir durum olarak kavramsallastirmaktadir. Feminist tibbi sosyolojiden hareketle,
menstriiel agrinin yalnizca fizyolojik bir belirti degil, toplumsal cinsiyetle bi¢cimlenen
bedensellik, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel beklentiler ile tibbi sdylemdeki gii¢ iliskilerinin
etkilesimiyle sekillenen derin bir biyopsikososyal deneyim oldugunu bu caligma da
savunuyorum.

Doktora arastirmam kapsaminda Tiirkiye’de yiirlittiiglim saha ¢alismasina dayanarak,
kadinlarin menstriiel ve lireme saglig1 sorunlari—ornegin endometriozis ve kisirlik—ile hem
biyomedikal teknolojiler (6rnegin tiip bebek) hem de alternatif sifa pratikleri (6rnegin enerji
tibb1, ruhani ritiieller) aracilifiyla nasil basa ciktiklarini inceliyorum. Bu caligma, hem
biyomedikalin teknik-bilimsel yeniliklerinin hem de alternatif terapilerin neo-ruhani/wellness
kiiltiiriniin iyilestirme vaatlerini sunarken ayni zamanda kadin bedenleri tizerindeki kontrolii
nasil yeniden iirettigini elestirel olarak sorgulamaktadir.

Feminist bir yaklasimi otoetnografi ile birlestiren bir aragtirma yontemi benimseyerek, bu
sunum kadinlarin menstriiel agri, saghik ve Ozerklik algilarinin daha genis sosyopolitik
giiclerle nasil i¢ ice gectigini ortaya koyacaktir. Menstriiel agriy1 sadece tibbi bir sorun degil,
ayn1 zamanda politik ve epistemolojik bir mesele olarak ¢ergeveleyen bu ¢aligma bedensellik,
bakim ve saglik adaleti konularindaki feminist tartismalara da katki sunmaktadir. Sonug
olarak, menstriiel sagligin direnis, goriiniirliik ve kolektif feminist yeniden tariflenmenin bir
alan1 olarak yeniden tanimlanmasi ¢agrisinda bulunmaktayim.



Gender and Sexuality Studies in Turkish Academia: Resistance, Solidarity, and Surviving
in “Narrow Times”

Tugce Kaban

Sabanci University

Abstract
Neoliberal university policies foster competitive, performance-driven, and precarious
academic environments, while anti-gender movements impose political pressure, censorship,
and self-censorship. Together, these dynamics create a multi-layered climate of oppression in
Turkey, as in many parts of the world, for those producing knowledge in gender and sexuality
studies, and for those who embody this knowledge through their lived experience.

This workshop is based on the awareness that such global dynamics are experienced in
distinct ways across different localities, shaped by varying social, cultural, and political
conditions. It focuses on how these oppressive environments materialize specifically in
Turkey, and how they are manifested in the daily practices and institutional realities
encountered by researchers working in the field.

The primary aim of the workshop is to go beyond simply recounting the difficulties faced in
these “narrow times”; it seeks to offer a safe and supportive space where participants can
collectively analyze the points at which their experiences converge or diverge, and share the
survival strategies, forms of resistance, and practices of solidarity they have developed or
wish to develop. Drawing from feminist and queer epistemologies, the collective experiences
of social movements, and the accumulated insights of the participants, the workshop aspires
to create new grounds for transforming individual struggles into a shared memory and a
collective political voice.

Designed with a participatory and interactive methodology, the workshop will begin with a
brief overview of the current climate of pressure, followed by experience-sharing in small
groups. In the general session, participants will discuss points of convergence and
divergence, and co-develop proposals for solidarity and resistance. At the end of the process,
a “map of solidarity, survival, and resistance” will be co-created using written cards, post-its,
or visual tools. In this way, the workshop aims to foster a sense of not being alone, to
empower participants through mutual learning, and to open up a collective space for weaving
new, transformative networks grounded in academic freedom.



Tiirkiye Akademisinde Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Cinsellik Calismalari: Direnis, Dayanisma ve
“Dar Zamanlarda” Hayatta Kalmak

Tugce Kaban

Sabanci Universitesi

Ozet
Rekabetei, performans odakli ve giivencesizlestirici akademik yapilar yaratan neoliberal
iiniversite politikalari ile politik baski, sansiir ve otosansiir gibi tehditler olusturan toplumsal
cinsiyet karsit1 hareketler gibi kiiresel ¢apli dinamikler; diinyanin pek ¢ok yerinde oldugu
gibi Tiirkiye’de de toplumsal cinsiyet ve cinsellik alanlarinda bilgi iireten ve deneyimiyle bu
bilgiye anlam kazandiran 6zneleri ¢ok katmanli bir baski ortaminda birakmaktadir.

Bu atélye, yukarida so6z edilen kiiresel dinamiklerin, farkli yerelliklerde, farklilagsan
toplumsal, kiiltiirel ve politik kosullarda 6zgiin bigimlerde deneyimlendigi farkindaligindan
hareket etmektedir. S6z konusu baski ortamimin Tiirkiye baglaminda nasil somutlastigina;
giindelik yasam pratikleri ve kurumsal uygulamalar araciligiyla, Tiirkiye’de bu alanda ¢alisan
aragtirmacilarin deneyimlerinde nasil tezahiir ettigine odaklanmak hedeflenmektedir.

Atodlyenin temel amaci, bu “dar zamanlarda” yalnizca yasanan zorluklarin dile getirildigi bir
alan olmanin oGtesine gecmektir. Katilimcilarin aktardigi deneyimlerin ortaklastigi ya da
ayristig1 noktalar tizerine birlikte analizlerde bulunarak; katilimcilarin gelistirdigi veya
gelistirmeyi arzuladiklar1 hayatta kalma stratejilerini, direnis bi¢imlerini ve dayanisma
pratiklerini paylasabilecekleri giivenli ve destekleyici bir tartigma zemini sunulmasi
hedeflenmektedir. Feminist ve queer epistemolojilerden, toplumsal hareketlerin kolektif
deneyimlerinden ve katilimcilarin birikimlerinden beslenecek olan bu atdlye, bireysel
miicadelelerin kolektif bir hafizaya ve politik bir ifade bi¢imine doniismesi i¢in gerekli
zemini olusturmak adina bir adim atmay1 amaglamaktadir.

Katilimer ve etkilesim odakli bir metodolojiyle kurgulanan atdlye, giincel baski ortamini
Ozetleyen kisa bir cerceve sunumuyla baslayacak; ardindan katilimcilar kiigiik gruplarda
deneyim paylasimi yapacaktir. Genel oturumda deneyimlerin kesistigi ve ayristigi noktalar
ile ortak dayanigma ve direnis Onerileri tartigilacak; siirecin sonunda yazili kartlar, post-it’ler
veya gorsel araglar kullanilarak birlikte bir “dayanigsma, hayatta kalma ve direnis haritasi”
olusturulacaktir. Nihayetinde katilimcilarin yalniz olmadiklarini hissetmeleri, birbirinden
ogrenerek giiclenmeleri ve akademik oOzgiirlilk temelinde yeni, doniistiiriicti iliski aglari
ormeleri i¢in kolektif bir alan agmak amaclanmaktadir.



From Tobacco to Textile: The Transformation of Women’s Public and Private Sphere
Experiences in Gerze (1958-2025)

Tuna Kuzucan

Sinop University

Abstract
This study comparatively examines the conditions of women’s labor in two distinct historical
periods in the district of Gerze, Sinop. Drawing on feminist oral history and in-depth
interview methods, it analyzes and contrasts the experiences of women who worked at the
Tekel Tobacco Processing House, opened in 1958, with those of women employed in the
textile factories operating in Gerze in 2025.

In 1958, women working at the Tekel factory gained economic independence, began to assert
themselves in both public and private spheres, and redefined female identity and social roles
in Gerze through the emergence of a more egalitarian and autonomous habitus. The social
visibility and respectability they achieved during this period enhanced their economic and
social capital, laying the groundwork for intergenerational transformations.

By contrast, women’s labor in the contemporary textile sector is characterized by conditions
that undermine these earlier achievements. Textile work involves monotonous routines, long
working hours, precarious employment, and low wages, which collectively erode women’s
economic independence and social standing. These conditions weaken the visibility women
once held in the public sphere and diminish their decision-making power within the private
sphere.

Ultimately, the study approaches the transformation of women’s labor in Gerze from a
feminist and intersectional perspective, emphasizing the urgent need for local and national
policies that promote women’s employment, safeguard their rights, and ensure lasting
equality and justice in economic, social, and public life.



Tiitiinden Tekstile: Gerze'de Kadinlarin Kamusal ve Ozel Alan Deneyimlerinin Déniisiimii
(1958-2025)

Tuna Kuzucan

Sinop Universitesi

Ozet
Bu calisma, Sinop’un Gerze ilgesinde kadin emeginin iki farkli tarihsel donemdeki
kosullarmi karsilastirmali olarak incelemektedir. 1958 yilinda agilan Tekel Tiitiin isleme
Evi’nde ¢alisan kadinlarin deneyimleri ile 2025 yilinda ilgedeki tekstil fabrikalarinda galisan
kadimnlarin deneyimleri feminist sozlii tarih ve derinlemesine goriisme yontemleri kullanilarak
mukayese edilecektir.

1958 yilinda Tekel fabrikasinda c¢alisan kadinlar, ekonomik bagimsizlik kazanarak hem
kamusal hem de 6zel alanda s6z sahibi olmaya baslamis, olusturduklar esitlik¢i ve 6zgiir
habitus ile Gerze’de kadin kimligini ve toplumsal rollerini yeniden tanimlamiglardir. Bu
siiregte kazanilan toplumsal goriiniirliik ve saygimlik, kadinlarin ekonomik ve sosyal
sermayesini artirarak kusaklararasi doniisiimlere zemin hazirlamistir.

Buna karsilik, ilcede son yillarda gelisen tekstil sektoriinde kadin emegi, daha onceki
kazanimlar1 asindiran kosullara sahiptir. Tekstil is¢iligi rutin, uzun c¢alisma saatleri,
giivencesizlik ve diisiik ticret gibi sorunlari igermekte, bu durum Gerzeli kadinlarin ekonomik
bagimsizligin1 ve toplumsal konumunu kirilganlagtirmaktadir. Bu c¢alisma kosullar
kadinlarin 6nceki donemde elde ettikleri kamusal alanda goriiniirliik ve 6zel alanda karar
alma giiclerini zayiflatmaktadir.

Sonug olarak c¢alisma, Gerze 6zelinde kadin emeginin doniisiimiinii feminist ve kesisimsel
perspektiften ele alarak; ekonomik, sosyal ve kamusal alanda kalic1 esitlik ve adalet
saglanmasi i¢in kadinlarin isttihdamima yonelik yerel ve ulusal politikalarin gelistirilmesi
gerektigini vurgulayacaktir.



From “Tekel Wife” to Agents of Change: Divorce in Gerze as a Feminist Strategy

Tuna Kuzucan

Sinop University

Abstract

This article examines the relationship between women’s entry into secure wage labour and their
active use of the right to divorce in Gerze (Sinop) after the opening of the state-owned Tekel
Leaf Tobacco Processing Plant in 1958. The study highlights the gap between the legal rights
granted to women in early Republican Turkey and the ways these rights were negotiated within
everyday provincial life. This perspective aligns with Kogacioglu’s (2002, 2004) feminist legal
sociology, which emphasizes the cultural-political embeddedness of law.

The research draws on feminist ethnography conducted between 2023 and 2025, including oral
history interviews with former Tekel women workers and their families, supported by fieldnotes
and archival materials from the Sinop Courthouse. The analysis incorporates Kandiyoti’s (1988)
concept of patriarchal bargaining alongside literature on patriarchal control and backlash. The
derogatory label “Tekel karis1” (“Tekel wife”) is examined as a mechanism of patriarchal
discipline and cultural violence. Findings show that wage labour increased women’s bargaining
power within the household, enabled the formation of solidarity networks among working
women, and allowed divorce to function as a strategic exit from domestic violence.

The Gerze case demonstrates that women’s labour in a rural context reshaped household
economies, marriage practices, and gender norms. The shift from the stigmatizing category of
“Tekel wife” to “agent of change” illustrates a locally grounded form of provincial feminism.



“Tekel Karisi”’ndan Degisimin Oznelerine: Feminist Bir Strateji Olarak Gerze’de
Bosanma Hakki

Tuna Kuzucan

Sinop Universitesi

Ozet

Bu makale, Sinop’un Gerze ilgesinde 1958’de faaliyete gecen Tekel Yaprak Tiitiin Isletmesiyle
birlikte kadinlarin ilk kez genis 6lgekli ve giivenceli iicretli istihdama katilmalar1 ile boganma
hakkini fiilen kullanmaya bagslamalar1 arasindaki iliskiyi feminist bir bakis ag¢isindan
incelemektedir. Calisma, erken Cumhuriyet doneminde hukuken taninan kadin haklari ile tasrada
giindelik hayat pratikleri arasindaki mesafeyi goriiniir kilar. Bu baglam, hukukun kiiltiirel-politik
isleyisinin giindelik yasamla i¢ igeligini vurgulayan Kogacioglu'nun (2002, 2004) feminist
hukuk sosyolojisi analizleriyle de ortiismektedir. Arastirma, 2023-2025 yillar arasinda Tekel’de
calismis kadinlar ve aile fertleriyle yapilan sozlii tarih goriismelerine, saha notlarina ve Sinop
Adliyesi ile yerel kurumlardaki arsiv belgelerine dayanmaktadir.

Analizde, Kandiyoti’'nin (1988) ataerkil pazarlik kavrami ve patriyarkal kontrol/geri tepme
literatiiriiyle birlikte, “Tekel karis1” damgasi ataerkil bir disiplin ve kiiltiirel siddet sdylemi olarak
ele alinmaktadir. Bu sdylem, Kogacioglu’nun (2002) kiiltiirel siddetin toplumsal diizeni ve
kadinlarin 6znelligini yeniden tireten niteligine iliskin tartigmalariyla paralellik gostermektedir.
Bulgular, kadinlarin ticretli emek araciligiyla hem baba hem de koca karsisinda pazarlik giiglerini
artirdiklarini; aile i¢i siddet karsisinda fabrika dayanigmasi ve kadin aglar1 kurarak bosanmay1
stratejik bir ¢ikis ve 6znelesme imkani olarak kullandiklarini ortaya koymaktadir.

Gerze 6rnegi, kirsal baglamda kadin emeginin sadece hane ekonomisini degil, evlilik pratiklerini,
egitim tercihlerini ve toplumsal cinsiyet normlarin1 doniistiiren bir kirilma noktast oldugunu
gostermektedir. “Tekel karisi”’ndan “degisimin Oznesi’ne uzanan bu siire¢, Kogacioglu’nun
(2004) hukukun kiiltiirel politikalarla etkilesimine iligskin yaklagimiyla uyumlu bigimde, yerel bir
tagra feminizmi deneyimini goriiniir kilmaktadar.



A Proposal for a New Masculinity Classification and Its Reflections in Turkish Literature:
Disconnected Masculinity

Ugur Ugkiran

Abstract

Studies on masculinity largely rely on R. W. Connell’s classification presented in
Masculinities. Connell defines masculine identity through four key concepts: hegemonic
masculinity, which represents the societal ideal; complicit masculinity, which deviates from
this ideal yet benefits from its privileges; subordinate masculinity, which remains entirely
outside of this structure; and marginalized masculinity, which cannot fully attain the ideal
due to class, ethnic, or physical barriers but still partially conforms to it. Over time, this
framework has expanded with notions such as critical masculinity and toxic masculinity,
broadening the discussion surrounding male identity.

This study proposes a new conceptual category within masculinity studies and traces its
literary manifestations in Turkish literature. Drawing upon Oguz Atay’s contribution to
Turkish literary terminology—the notion of the “futunamayan” (translated as “the
disconnected” in the English version of Tutunamayanlar)—this masculine type may be
defined as “Disconnected Masculinity.” The term refers to a form of masculinity that is
neither explicitly subordinated nor marginalized but, due to certain intersectional
characteristics—such as incompatibility with social integration through masculine identity,
economic position, or ideals that fall outside societal expectations—fails to align with the
hegemonic model. This type of man cannot find a stable place within gendered social
interactions; he is not actively excluded, yet he remains outside. At this point, the absence of
active exclusion serves as a key distinction between subordinate masculinity and
disconnected masculinity.

To demonstrate that this type of masculinity has appeared in Turkish fiction since the very
beginnings of the novel tradition, the study examines four representative works and their
male protagonists: Felatun Bey ve Rakim Efendi, Mai ve Siyah, Kiralik Konak, and Tehlikeli
Oyunlar. Within these novels, the traits of male characters are analyzed in relation to the
proposed concept of disconnected masculinity.



Erkeklik Tasnifine Bir Oneri ve Tiirk Edebiyatindaki Yansimalari: Tutunamayan Erkeklik

Ugur Ugkiran

Ozet

Erkeklik calismalar1 biiylik ol¢iide R. W. Connell’in Erkeklikler adli eserindeki
siniflandirmaya dayanir. Connell, erkeklik kimligini dort temel kavramla agiklar: Toplumun
idealini temsil eden “hegemonik erkeklik”, bu idealden sapmalar gosterse de onun sagladigi
ayricaliklardan yararlanan “igbirlik¢i erkeklik”, bu yapinin tamamen disinda kalan “madun
erkeklik” ve smifsal, etnik ya da fiziksel engeller nedeniyle bu ideale ulagamasa da kismen
ona uyum saglayan “marjinal erkeklik”. Zamanla bu ¢erceveye “elestirel erkeklik” ve “toksik
erkeklik” gibi kavramlar da eklenmis, erkeklik kimligi {izerine tartigmalar genislemistir.

Bu calisma, erkeklik kimliklerine dair yeni bir kavram oOnermekte ve bu kavramin
orneklerinin  izini edebiyatimiz igerisinde siirmektedir. Oguz Atay'm edebiyat
terminolojimize kattig1 "tutunamayan" kavramindan yola c¢ikarak bu erkeklik tipi
"tutunamayan erkeklik" olarak adlandirilabilir. "Tutunamayan erkeklik" kavrami, dogrudan
madunlagtirllmayan ya da marjinalize edilmeyen fakat birtakim kesisimsel Ozellikler
dolayisiyla (erkeklik kimligi {izerinden toplumsal entegrasyona uyumsuzluk, ekonomik
konum, toplumsal beklentilerin disinda kalan idealler) hegemonik erkeklik iizerinden
sekillenen erkeklik kimligine uyum saglayamayan, toplumsal cinsiyet rolleri iizerinden
kurulan etkilesimlerde kendine yer bulamayan, aktif bir sekilde dislanmasa da disarida kalan
bir erkeklik tipini isaret etmektedir. Bu noktada aktif olarak dislanmamak madun erkeklik ile
tutunamayan erkekligi ayiwran Onemli bir sinirdir.  Bahsi gegen bu erkeklik tipinin
romanciligimizin baglangicindan beri pek ¢ok eserde kendisine yer buldugunu gosterebilmek
amaciyla calismamizda dort eserden bahsedilmis ve bu eserlerdeki erkek karakterlerin
ozellikleri baglaminda "tutunamayan erkeklik" kavrami irdelenmistir.

Calisma baglaminda Felatun Bey ve Rakim Efendi, Mai ve Siyah, Kiralik Konak ve Tehlikeli
Oyunlar isimli eserlerde bulunan karakterler "tutunamayan erkeklik" kavrami baglaminda
incelenmistir.



Gender, Ethnicity, and Encounters with the Everyday State and Paradoxical Attachments

Yagmur Cagatay
University of Cambridge

Abstract

Bringing together feminist theorisations of the state and critical urban scholarship, this
presentation explores how punitive containment is differentially experienced by Kurdish and
Turkish women who formerly lived in a historically marginalised neighbourhood in Izmir
and were later relocated to a mass housing area through an urban transformation project.
Although both groups previously resided in the same neighbourhood, their experiences with
state actors, particularly the police, differed significantly. Turkish women articulated feelings
of safety in the presence of the police, while Kurdish women spoke of surveillance,
intimidation, and verbal harassment. These contrasting narratives reveal the differentiated
ways in which the state is embodied in everyday life, and how sovereignty and citizenship
are selectively enacted through ethnicised and gendered modalities of violence. Therefore,
rather than viewing the state as a monolithic entity, the analysis employs the concept of the
everyday state to highlight its fragmented, fluid, and selective character. Nevertheless, the
presentation also explores the participants’ paradoxical attachment to the state, where the
very institution that inflicted violence was simultaneously experienced as a source of
visibility and protection, and whose absence later produced a profound sense of loss and
abandonment.



Giindelik Devletle Karsilasmalar: Toplumsal Cinsiyet, Etnisite ve Paradoksal Baghhklar

Yagmur Cagatay

Cambridge Universitesi

Abstract

Bu sunum, feminist devlet kuramlar1 ile elestirel kent calismalarindan faydalanarak,
cezalandirict ¢evreleme (punitive containment) mekanizmalarinin izmir’de tarihsel olarak
marjinallestirilmis bir mahallede yasamis ve daha sonra bir kentsel doniisiim projesiyle toplu
konut alanina yerlestirilmis Kiirt ve Tirk kadinlar tarafindan nasil farkli sekillerde
deneyimlendigini incelemektedir. Her iki grup da ge¢miste ayn1 mahallede yasamig olsalar
da, devlet aktorleriyle, Ozellikle de polisle olan deneyimleri belirgin bicimde farklilik
gostermektedir. Tiirk kadinlar polisin varligin1 giiven ve korunma hissi ile iligkilendirirken,
Kiirt kadinlar ise gozetim, yildirma ve sozlii taciz gibi deneyimlerden bahsetmistir. Bu zit
anlatilar, devletin giindelik yasamda nasil bedenlendigini ve egemenlik ile yurttashgin
etniklestirilmis ve toplumsal cinsiyetli siddet bicimleri aracilifiyla nasil segici bigimde
hayata gecirildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu nedenle, devleti tekil ve biitlinliiklii bir yap1
olarak ele almak yerine, analizde giindelik devlet (everyday state) kavrami kullanilmakta,
devletin parcali, akiskan ve segici dogasi vurgulanmaktadir. Bunlara ek olarak, sunum
katilimcilarin devlete yonelik paradoksal bagliliklarint da ele almaktadir. Zira kendilerine
baski uygulayan bu kurumun yoklugunun sonrasinda kadinlar i¢in derin bir terk edilmislik ve

kayip hissi yaratmasi, bu bagliligin celigkili tarafin1 gozler 6niine sermektedir.



Aging on the Margins: Identity, Loneliness, and Connection Among Queer Migrants from
Turkey in France

Yasin Kog¢

University of Groningen

Abstract

This project investigates the lived experiences of older queer migrants from Turkey living in
France, focusing on how they navigate intersecting marginalizations related to sexuality,
migration, and aging. Drawing on in-depth interviews conducted in Paris, the study explores
how participants make sense of their identities and relationships in contexts marked by
exclusion and belonging. Using reflexive thematic analysis, the research identifies four key
themes that capture participants’ complex negotiations of visibility, connection, and
self-understanding.

The first theme, alienation, reflects feelings of disconnection from both French society and
co-ethnic migrant communities, often due to heteronormative and ageist norms. The second,
loneliness, illustrates the emotional toll of isolation in older age, particularly for those
without family support. Multiple stigma captures the intersectional challenges of being queer,
Muslim, migrant, and aging—each adding layers of invisibility or discrimination. Yet, the
final theme, new sources of connection, highlights how participants create alternative kinship
structures, engage in community-based support, and draw strength from shared experiences
with other queer and/or migrant individuals.

By centering the voices of a group rarely represented in social psychological research, this
study offers critical insights into identity processes and well-being in later life. It highlights
both structural barriers and the creative strategies individuals use to forge meaning and
connection.



Uzaklarda Yaslanmak: Fransa’daki Tiirkiye Kokenli Queer Go¢menlerde Kimlik,
Yalmzlik ve Bag Kurma

Yasin Kog¢

Groningen Universitesi

Ozet
Bu arastirma, Fransa’da yasayan Tiirkiye kokenli yasli queer gd¢menlerin hayatlarina
yakindan bakiyor. Onlarin, cinsellikleri, go¢gmenlikleri ve yaslanma siire¢lerinin birbiriyle
kesistigi ¢ok katmanli dislanma bigimlerini nasil anlamlandirdiklarint ve bu kosullarda
kimliklerini nasil yagadiklarini sorguluyor. Paris’te yiiriitiilen derinlemesine goriigmeden yola
cikan calisma, katilimecilarin dislanma ile aidiyet arasinda gidip gelen diinyalarinda kimlik,
yalnizlik ve bag kurma deneyimlerini ortaya koyuyor.

Yansitici tematik analizle ulagilan dort tema, bu yasamlarin karmasikligini ve direng
bicimlerini goriinlir kiliyor. Yabancilagma, hem Fransiz toplumuna hem de kendi etnik
topluluklarina kars1 hissedilen mesafeyi anlatiyor; ¢ogu zaman heteronormatif, genclik odakl
ve diglayici normlarla beslenen bir mesafe bu. Yalnizlik, yaslilikla birlikte gelen sessizlikleri,
azalan sosyal cevreyi ve ¢ogu zaman aile desteginden yoksun olmanin yarattigi duygusal
boslugu gozler Oniine seriyor. Coklu damgalanma, queer, Miisliman, go¢men ve yash
olmanin kesisiminde biriken goriinmezlikleri ve diglanma deneyimlerini aciga ¢ikariyor.
Ancak son tema, yeni baglant1 alanlari, bu hikayeleri sadece kirilganlik iizerinden degil,
yeniden insa ve dayanmisma iizerinden de okumamizi saghyor: Katilimcilar alternatif
akrabaliklar kuruyor, topluluk temelli destek aglarina katiliyor ve benzer deneyimleri
paylasan queer ve/veya go¢men kisilerle yeni tiirden bir aitlik duygusu gelistiriyorlar.

Bu ¢alisma, sosyal psikolojide siklikla g6z ardi edilen bir grubun sesini merkeze alarak, geg
yaslardaki kimlik, baglilik ve iyi olus siireclerine dair giiglii bir i¢gdrii sunuyor. Hem yapisal
engellerin hem de bireysel yaraticiligin i¢ ice gectigi bu hikayeler, yasamin kenarinda bile
anlam, bag ve onurla var olmanin miimkiin oldugunu hatirlatiyor.



Using Intersectionality in Psychological Research: Bridging Theoretical Depth with
Quantitative Methods

Yasin Kog¢
University of Groningen

Abstract

This workshop explores how intersectionality theory can be meaningfully integrated into
quantitative psychological research. Intersectionality highlights how social positions (e.g.,
gender, class, ethnicity, sexual orientation) interlock within systems of power and inequality.
While widely used in qualitative research, psychology’s quantitative traditions often struggle
to capture this complexity or reduce it to overly simplistic models. After introducing the core
tenets of intersectionality, the workshop will focus on how to operationalise intersectional
identities, how to test hypotheses involving interactions and higher-order effects, and how to
engage with complexity without losing analytical clarity. Participants will reflect on their
own research designs and gain tools to apply intersectional perspectives using quantitative
methods.

Psikolojik Arastirmalarda Kesisimselligin Kullanimi: Kuramsal Derinlik ile Nicel
Yontemler Arasinda Koprii Kurmak

Yasin Kog¢

Groningen Universitesi

Ozet
Bu atolye, kesisimsellik kuraminin nicel psikolojik arastirmalara anlamli bir sekilde nasil
entegre edilebilecegini ele alir. Kesisimsellik, toplumsal kimliklerin (6rnegin cinsiyet, sinif,
etnisite, cinsel yonelim) giic ve esitsizlik sistemleri i¢cinde nasil birbirine gectigini vurgular.
Nitel arastirmalarda yaygin olarak kullanilsa da, psikolojinin nicel gelenekleri bu
karmagiklig1 yakalamakta zorlanmakta veya onu asir1 basitlestirilmis modellere indirgeme
egilimindedir. Atolyede, kesisimselligin temel ilkeleri tanitildiktan sonra, kesisimsel
kimliklerin nasil Olgiilebilecegi, etkilesimleri ve daha yliksek diizeydeki etkileri iceren
hipotezlerin nasil test edilecegi ve analitik aciklifi kaybetmeden karmasiklikla nasil basa
cikilabilecegi lizerinde durulacaktir. Katilimcilar kendi arastirma tasarimlarini tartisacak ve
kesisimsel bakis agilarini nicel yontemlerle uygulayabilmek i¢in pratik araclar edineceklerdir.



Swept Under No Rug: A Micro-Resistance Against Patriarchal Labor Regimes

Yeliz Kendir Gok

Cankiwr1 Karatekin University

Abstract

This study analyzes the symbolic resistance practices developed by women who worked at
the Salda Carpet-Weaving School, which operated in a village in southwestern Turkey from
the 1970s to the late 1990s. By intersecting Marxist feminist theory with James C. Scott’s
concept of “hidden resistance,” the research explores micro-level repertoires of resistance
formed by women excluded from economic decision-making processes, through everyday
acts such as silence, intentional mistakes, withholding blessings, and cursing. The fieldwork,
conducted between 2023 and 2024, is based on oral history interviews with 20
women-comprising a first generation aged 61 and above, and a second generation between
the ages of 50 and 60. The interviews were analyzed using MAXQDA, with a thematic focus
on symbolic forms of struggle and subtle acts of defiance against patriarchal control over
production. These practices create not only a space of solidarity among women but also a
realm in which emotional and moral labor is produced as part of resistance. In this context,
labor is redefined to include not only physical production but also emotional and ethical
work. The forms of resistance embodied in women’s daily practices offer valuable
contributions to feminist knowledge production by revealing how symbolic spaces and moral
expressions can become deeply political.



Hah Altina Siipiiriilmeyenler: Patriyarkal Emek Rejimlerine Kars1 Mikro-direnis

Yeliz Kendir Gok

Cankart Karatekin Universitesi

Ozet

Bu calisma, Tiirkiye’nin glineybatisinda yer alan bir Anadolu koyiinde 1970’lerden
1990’larin  sonlarina kadar faaliyet gostermis Salda Halicilik Okulu’nda emek veren
kadimlarim, ataerkil emek rejimlerine kars1 gelistirdikleri sembolik direnis pratiklerini analiz
etmektedir. Aragtirma, Marxist feminist teori ile James C. Scott’in “gizli direnis” yaklagimini
kesistirerek, ekonomik karar alma siireclerinden diglanan kadinlarin sessizlik, bilingli hata,
hayir duast vermeme ve beddua gibi gilindelik pratikler araciligiyla olusturdugu mikro
diizeyde direnis repertuarlarini incelemektedir. 2023-2024 yillarinda tamamlanan saha
arastirmasi, 61 yas tizeri birinci kusak ile 50-60 yas araligindaki ikinci kusaktan 20 kadinla
yuriitiilen sozlii tarih gorlismelerine dayanmaktadir. Goriismeler MAXQDA ile analiz
edilmis, tematik olarak sembolik miicadele bic¢imleri ve ataerkil iiretim denetimine karsi
gelistirilen mikro karsi koyuslar 6ne c¢ikarilmistir. Bu pratikler, kadinlar aras1 dayanigsma
kadar, duygusal ve ahlaki emegin iiretildigi bir direnis alan1 da olusturur. Bu baglamda, emek
sadece fiziksel tiretimi degil, duygusal ve ahlaki iiretimi de kapsayan bir alan olarak yeniden
tanimlanir. Kadinlarin giindelik pratiklerinde cisimlesen bu direnis bigimleri, feminist bilgi
iretimine sembolik alanin ve ahlaki ifadelerin nasil politiklestigine dair 6nemli katkilar
sunmaktadir.



Re-drawing Queer Domesticity in Istanbul During Pandemic: A Post Perspective

Yigit Yolcu

Istanbul Technical University

Abstract

The queer entertainment landscape in Istanbul has been steadily shrinking in recent years.
This decline was sharply accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, which severely impacted
the entertainment industry not only in Istanbul but worldwide. The already vulnerable drag
scene in Istanbul was nearly erased during this period. Many of the few venues that hosted
drag shows and queer parties were shut down— some temporarily, others permanently. Drag
performers, among the most affected within this ecosystem, found themselves suddenly
displaced from the physical stages that had sustained their craft and community.

As a survival response, drag performers found new ways to practice their craft in domestic
settings. They turned their homes into makeshift stages through online shows, virtual
parties, and home-based photoshoots. In doing so, they reclaimed visibility and continued
their art form in digital and intimate realms. The curation of their domestic spaces became
increasingly important as they had to recreate the “stage.”

During this time, I had the opportunity to assist a photographer who visited drag
performers in their homes and took photos of them in their domestic “stages.” There was
no artistic direction imposed by either the photographer or myself, in order to capture the
expressions of the drag performers as they are—however they wanted to be photographed
in their homes. As a researcher in the field of architecture, I was also an observer of the
spatial transformation. This paper is a spatial investigation of how these “stages” are
curated and used.



Pandemi Doneminde istanbul’da Kuir Evselligin Yeniden Cizimi: Bir Post
Perspektif

Yigit Yolcu

Istanbul Teknik Universitesi

Ozet

Istanbul’daki kuir eglence camiasi son yillarda hizla kiiciilmektedir. Bu kii¢iilme, COVID-19
pandemisiyle birlikte keskin bir ivme kazanmustir; zira pandemi yalnizca Istanbul’da degil,
tiim diinyada eglence sektoriinii ciddi sekilde etkilemistir. Pandemiden 6nce de kirilgan bir
durumda olan Istanbul drag gosterileri, bu dénemde neredeyse tamamen silinme noktasina
gelmistir. Drag gosterilerine ve kuir partilere ev sahipligi yapan az sayidaki mekanin bir
kismi gegici olarak, bir kismi ise kalict bigimde kapatilmistir. Bu ekosistemin en ¢ok
etkilenen unsurlar1 arasinda yer alan drag performans sanatgilari, sanatlarini ve topluluklarini
siirdiiren sahnelerden ani bir sekilde koparilmislardir.

Hayatta kalma refleksi olarak drag performans sanatgilari, iiretimlerini ev ortamlarinda
siirdiirmenin yeni yollarim1 kesfetmislerdir. Evlerini ¢evrimici gosteriler, sanal partiler ve
evde gerceklesen fotograf ¢ekimleri araciliiyla gegici sahnelere doniistiirmiislerdir. Bu yolla
goriiniirliiklerini yeniden kazanmig ve sanatlarini dijital ve mahrem mekéanlarda icra etmeye
devam etmislerdir. Domestik mekanlarinin kiirasyonu giderek daha 6nemli hale gelmistir;
clinkii “sahne™yi yeniden yaratmalar1 gerekmistir.

Bu donemde, drag performans sanatcilarini evlerinde ziyaret eden ve onlart kendi
“domestik sahnelerinde” fotograflayan bir fotografciya asistanlik yapma firsatim oldu. Ne
fotograf¢1 ne de ben, sanatgilara herhangi bir sanatsal yonlendirme dayatmadik; boylece
drag performans sanat¢ilarinin kendi evlerinde nasil goriinmek istediklerini oldugu gibi
yakalayabildik. Mimarlik alaninda arastirmaci olarak ben, aym1 zamanda mekansal
doniistimiin de goézlemcisiydim. Bu makale, s6z konusu “sahnelerin” nasil kurgulandigi ve
kullanildigina iliskin mekansal bir inceleme sunmaktadir.



Melancholia and the Ethics of Care as Feminine Political Resistance in Sema Kaygusuz’s
Fiction

Zehra Ciftci

Abstract

This paper examines how Sema Kaygusuz’s Yiiziinde Bir Yer (2009) articulates melancholia
and the ethics of care as gendered modes of political resistance within the context of Turkey’s
history of state violence and cultural silencing. Departing from dominant, masculinist
paradigms of resistance—often centered on heroism, martyrdom, or rupture—Kaygusuz
foregrounds affective, embodied, and relational forms of endurance shaped by memory,

mourning, and care.

In the novel, melancholia is not portrayed as a pathological or passive state, but rather as an
ethical stance: a sustained refusal to relinquish the memory of loss, displacement, and
trauma. Through intimate gestures—such as caregiving, tending to the dead, or preserving
familial and ancestral narratives—female characters perform forms of resistance that are

non-sovereign, non-heroic, and yet politically potent.

Drawing on feminist care ethics (Gilligan, Tronto) and affect theory (Ahmed, Berlant), the
paper situates Kaygusuz’s fiction within broader debates on political subjectivity in

contemporary Turkish literature. It argues that Kaygusuz reconfigures political agency
through forms of vulnerability and interdependence, suggesting that enduring, remembering,
and caring may constitute alternative registers of resistance against patriarchal and nationalist
structures. By tracing the aesthetic and ethical contours of sorrow, Kaygusuz’s work proposes
an alternative politics—one that values connection over confrontation, and care over
conquest. In doing so, her work challenges conventional understandings of political action

and opens space for rethinking resistance as a sustained ethical relation to loss.



Sema Kaygusuz’un Eserlerinde Melankoli ve Ozen Etigi: Feminen Bir Politik Direnis
Bicimi

Zehra Ciftci

Ozet
Bu makale, Sema Kaygusuz’un Yiiziinde Bir Yer (2009) adli romaninin, Tiirkiye’nin devlet
siddeti ve kiiltiirel susturma tarihinin baglaminda, melankoli ve 6zen etigini toplumsal
cinsiyetle bigimlenmis politik direnis bigimleri olarak nasil dile getirdigini inceler. Direnisi
genellikle kahramanlik, sehadet ya da kopus temalar1 etrafinda tanimlayan baskin
erkek-merkezli paradigmalarin aksine Kaygusuz, bellegin, yasin ve bakimin sekillendirdigi
duygulanimsal, bedensel ve iliskisel dayanma bi¢imlerini 6ne ¢ikarir.

Romanda melankoli, patolojik ya da edilgen bir hal olarak degil, etik bir durus olarak
sunulur: Kaybin, yerinden edilmenin ve travmanin bellegini birakmay1 reddeden, siireklilik
tagiyan bir tutum. Kadin karakterler, bakim verme, Oliilerle ilgilenme ya da ailevi ve ata
miraslarin1 koruma gibi giindelik ve mahrem jestler aracilifiyla egemenlik iddiasinda
bulunmayan, kahramanca olmayan, fakat yine de politik agidan etkili direnis bigimleri
sergilerler.

Feminist 6zen etigi (Gilligan, Tronto) ve duygulanim kurami (Ahmed, Berlant) cercevesinde,
bu calisma Kaygusuz’un edebiyatim1 ¢agdas Tiirk yazinindaki politik 6znellik tartismalari
icinde konumlandirir. Makale, Kaygusuz’un politik 6zneyi kirilganlik ve karsilikli bagimlilik
iizerinden yeniden kurguladigini; dayanmanin, hatirlamanin ve bakimin, ataerkil ve milliyetgi
yapilara karst alternatif bir direnis dili olusturabilecegini savunur. Kaygusuz’un hiiziinle
orillii estetik ve etik diinyasini izleyerek, makale bag kurmayi g¢atigmanin, Ozeni ise
fethetmenin Oniine koyan alternatif bir politikanin olasiligin1 ortaya koyar. Bdylece
Kaygusuz’un eserleri, politik eylemin geleneksel anlayislarini sorgular ve direnisi kayba
yonelik kalic1 bir etik iliski olarak yeniden diisiinmenin kapisini aralar.



The Impact of Intergenerational Transmission of Violence on Young Women's Perception
of Violence and Partner Selection

Zeynep Doga Kiiciik, Eyliil Deniz Sera Altug
Middle East Technical University, Sabanci University

Abstract

Intimate partner and dating violence is a growing but under-researched form of gender-based
violence that affects young women’s emotional and physical well-being. Hacettepe
University Institute of Population Studies Report (2014) showed that women aged 15-24
face the highest rates of both physical and emotional violence in intimate relationships. This
highlights the urgency of addressing how early romantic experiences may normalize harmful
dynamics for young women. In that context, this study explores how intergenerational
experiences of violence shape young women’s perceptions of violence and their choices in
romantic partners. Drawing from feminist and intersectional approaches, and integrating
emerging adulthood, social learning, and ecological systems theories, we investigate how
gender norms, power relations, and family histories are transmitted across generations.
Semi-structured, in-depth interviews were conducted with 30 unmarried women aged 18— 30,
all of whom have had past or ongoing romantic relationships. Participants were selected from
diverse socio-economic and regional backgrounds. The sample consists of two groups:
women whose mothers have experienced violence, and those whose mothers have not. This
comparison enables us to examine how different family narratives influence women’s
tolerance, resistance, and expectations in relationships. Preliminary findings suggest that
mothers play a key role in shaping their daughters’ understanding of violence, either
reinforcing silence or encouraging boundary-setting. These perceptions are also shaped by
peers, media, and access to cultural resources. By focusing on intergenerational dynamics,
this study contributes to the literature on youth, gender, and violence, offering new insights
into how partner choices are shaped within familial and social contexts.



Siddetin Kusaklar Arasi Aktariminin Gen¢ Kadinlarin Siddet Algis1 ve Partner Secimi
Deneyimleri Uzerine Etkisi

Zeynep Doga Kiiciik, Eyliil Deniz Sera Altug

Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi, Sabanci Universitesi

Ozet

Yakin partner ve flort siddeti, geng kadinlarin duygusal ve fiziksel durumlarini 6nemli 6l¢iide
etkileyen ve giderek artmakta olan bir toplumsal cinsiyete dayali siddet bigimidir. Hacettepe
Universitesi Niifus Etiitleri Enstitiisii’niin (2014) verilerine gére, 15-24 yas arahigindaki
kadimnlar, yakin iligkilerde hem fiziksel hem de duygusal siddeti en yiiksek oranda
deneyimleyen gruptur. Bu bulgular, erken donem romantik deneyimlerin zararli iliski
dinamiklerini nasil normallestirdigini ve toplumsal cinsiyet temelli esitsizlikleri nasil
siirdiirdiiglinii sorgulama gerekliligini ortaya koymaktadir. Feminist ve kesisimsel kuramsal
cergeveler ile gelisen yetigkinlik, sosyal 6grenme ve ekolojik sistem teorilerinden yararlanan
bu ¢aligma, kusaklar arasi siddet deneyimlerinin gen¢ kadinlarin siddet algilarini ve romantik
partner se¢imlerini nasil sekillendirdigini incelemektedir.

Bu dogrultuda, farkli sosyoekonomik ve bolgesel gecmislere sahip 18-30 yas arasi
evlenmemis 30 kadmla yar1 yapilandirilmis derinlemesine goriismeler gergeklestirilmistir.
Orneklem iki gruptan olusmaktadir: anneleri yakin partner siddeti deneyimlemis kadilar ve
deneyimlememis olanlar. Bu aragtirma dizayni, aile anlatilarinin kadinlarin  kendi
iligkilerindeki tahammiil, diren¢ ve beklentilerini nasil sekillendirdigini karsilastirmali olarak
inceleme olanag1 saglamaktadir. Bulgular, annelerin deneyim ve tutumlarinin, kizlarinin
siddeti anlama bi¢imlerinde onemli bir araci rol oynadigini gostermektedir. Bu etki, kimi
zaman sessizlik ve normallesmenin yeniden iiretimi seklinde, kimi zamansa sinir koyma ve
direnme egilimleriyle ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu anlamlar, arkadas iliskileri, medya temsilleri ve
kiiltiirel sermaye araciligiyla da yeniden sekillenmektedir.

Kusaklar aras1 dinamikleri merkeze alarak bu ¢alisma genglik, toplumsal cinsiyet ve siddet
iizerine feminist tartigmalara katki sunmakta; partner secimlerinin ailevi ve sosyokiiltiirel
stireklilikler i¢inde nasil kdklendigine dair bir bakis agis1 dnermektedir.



Approaching Anti-gender Mobilizations from a Social Policy Perspective: A Comparative
Study on Care Policies in Turkey and Austria

Zeynep Giilru Goker, Ayse Dursun, Selin Cagatay

Sabanci University, University of Vienna, Central European University

Abstract

The growing body of research on anti-gender mobilizations explores the distinct (and partly
overlapping) anti-gender actors, their transnational networks, the evolving composition of the
anti-gender bloc, and the various entanglements of anti-gender discourses with other
right-wing populist, racist, masculinist, and familialist narratives, worldviews and projects.
Scholarship also addresses the political economy of anti-gender mobilizations against the
backdrop of neoliberalism and the deepening, structural and interlocking (financial,
social-reproductive, ecological, and humanitarian) crises of capitalism. With a few
exceptions, however, scholarship on anti-gender mobilizations and social policy remains
largely disconnected. This paper contributes a social policy lens to the study of anti-gender
mobilizations by exploring their relationship with care policy. It seeks to answer how
anti-gender mobilizations impact social policy and how these impacts differ across contexts,
with a focus on childcare and long-term care

policies of anti-gender political parties in Austria and Turkey over the past decade. Focusing
on these two different welfare regimes and political systems allows us to examine the
similarities and the differences in the interaction between anti-gender politics and care policy.
It also helps us avoid homogenizing tendencies within the scholarship on anti-gender
mobilizations and draws attention to global inequalities and their interaction with the
expanding anti-gender mobilizations around the world, including those in both the “core” and
the “periphery”.



Toplumsal Cinsiyet Karsiti Hareketlere Sosyal Politika Perspektifinden Bakmak: Tiirkiye
ve Avusturya’daki Bakim Politikalarina Iliskin Karsilastirmah Bir Inceleme

Zeynep Giilru Goker, Ayse Dursun, Selin Cagatay

Sabanct Universitesi, Vienna Universitesi, Orta Avrupa Universitesi

Abstract

Toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti hareketler lizerine giderek genisleyen literatiir, farkli (ve kismen
ortiisen) aktorleri, bu aktorlerin olusturdugu ulusétesi aglari, toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti blokun
degisen bilesimini ve bu sdylemlerin sag popiilist, irk¢i, erkek egemen ve aileci anlatilar,
diinya goriisleri ve projelerle kurdugu cok katmanl iligkileri incelemektedir. Literatiirde,
toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti hareketlerin politik ekonomisi de neoliberalizm baglaminda ve
kapitalizmin derinlesen, yapisal ve birbiriyle baglantili (finansal, toplumsal yeniden iiretim,
ekolojik ve insani) krizleri ¢ercevesinde ele alinmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, toplumsal cinsiyet
karsiti hareketler ve sosyal politika {izerine literatiirler arasinda onemli bir kopukluk
bulunmaktadir. Bu makale, toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti hareketler iizerine literatiire sosyal
politika perspektifinden katkida bulunmay1 amacglamaktadir. Makale, bu hareketlerin sosyal
politikalar iizerindeki etkilerini ve bu etkilerin farkli baglamlarda nasil bicimlendigini, son on
yilda Avusturya ve Tiirkiye’deki toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti siyasi partilerin ¢cocuk bakimi ve
uzun donemli bakim politikalarina odaklanarak incelemektedir. Bu iki farkli refah rejimi ve
siyasal sistemin karsilastirmali analizi, toplumsal cinsiyet karsit1 siyaset ile bakim politikalari
arasindaki etkilesimin benzerliklerini ve farkliliklarin1 ortaya koymaktadir. Ayrica,
literatiirdeki homojenlestirici egilimleri sorgulamaya ve “merkez” ile “gevrede” giderek
genisleyen hareketler arasindaki iliskilerin kiiresel esitsizlikler baglaminda goriiniir
kilinmasina olanak saglamaktadir.



Women’s Experiences of Menopause within Contemporary Consumer Culture

Zeynep Ozdamar Ertekin, Elif Izcan

Izmir University of Economics

Abstract

Menopause is a gender-specific and long-term transition in women’s lives (Steffan &
Poto¢nik, 2023; McKinlay et al., 1992). Once a taboo topic, it has recently gained visibility,
with women increasingly open to sharing their experiences and challenging the silence
around it. Despite its significance, menopause remains underrepresented in formal education
and healthcare, leaving many women unprepared and dependent on informal or commercial
sources for guidance (Aljumah et al., 2023; Allen et al., 2023). Media and corporate interest
have further commercialized menopause, with wellness industries and digital platforms
promoting a wide range of products and services (Faubion & Shufelt, 2022; Orgad &
Rottenberg, 2024).

Right at the centre of this change and complexity, this research critically examines how
neoliberalism shape menopause as a problem to be privately managed through
responsibilization and consumption. In doing so, it highlights structural backlashes in access
to knowledge, care, and bodily autonomy.

We explore how women define and experience their menopause journey in the contemporary
consumer culture, how they engage with and interpret the market narratives surrounding
menopause and how market offerings shape or impact their practical, social and emotional
experiences across the three menopausal stages (perimenopausal, menopausal, and
postmenopausal).

Adopting a qualitative methodology, in-depth semi-structured interviews were conducted
with 11 women with high educational levels and from different stages of menopause. The
data collected totalled 6 hours and 30 minutes of recording. Content analysis was performed
to identify shared patterns, meanings, and experiential insights.

Participants described menopause as a complex and often disruptive experience, involving
physical, emotional, and cognitive symptoms. Faced with commodified and conflicting
media narratives, they actively filtered, negotiated, or resisted these messages (e.g. holistic
healthcare, medicalization, menopausal well-being, and anti-aging messages) from a
combination of sources such as medical guidance, social media advice, peer insights, and
their own personal judgment. Their practices to cope ranged from diet and exercise to
hormone therapy and alternative remedies, reflecting mostly personal agency.

The findings offer valuable empirical insight into how women interpret and navigate the



commercialization of menopause. By centring the discussion on consumer experience, it
raises important questions about whether women are truly empowered to make informed
decisions, or whether they are left to manage this complex transition in
isolation—marginalized by limited institutional support and burdened with the expectation
of self-management. The study critiques the extent to which women’s agency is genuinely
supported, as opposed to being merely assumed, and whether existing social structures
provide substantive resources or simply transfer responsibility onto individuals.

The findings highlight the urgent need for accessible, holistic menopause care and call on
healthcare providers, marketers, employers, and policymakers to move beyond current
approaches and instead offer informed, inclusive, and personalized forms of support.
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Ozet

Menopoz, yalnizca kadinlarin yasadigi, yani cinsiyete 6zgii ve uzun soluklu bir gegis
siirecidir (Steffan & Potocnik, 2023; McKinlay et al., 1992). Eskiden tabu sayilan bu konu,
son yillarda kadinlar artik deneyimlerini agik¢a paylagsmasi ve bu konudaki sessizligi kirmasi
ile daha goriiniir hale gelmistir. Ne var ki, menopoz, onemine karsin, egitim ve saglik
sistemlerinde yeterince ele alinmamaktadir. Bu durum, birgok kadinin bu déoneme hazirliksiz
girmesine ve yol gosterici bilgi i¢in resmi olmayan ya da ticari kaynaklara yonelmesine yol
acmaktadir (Aljumabh et al., 2023; Allen et al., 2023). Medyanin ilgisi ve sirketlerin ¢ikarlari,
menopozun daha da ticarilesmesine yol agmis; 1yi yasam endiistrileri ve dijital platformlar,
genis bir lirlin ve hizmet yelpazesi pazarlamaya baglamistir (Faubion & Shufelt, 2022; Orgad
& Rottenberg, 2024). Bu degisim ve karmasayi tam merkezine alan bu arastirma,
neoliberalizmin menopoza nasil bireysel sorumluluk ve tiikketim yoluyla kisisel olarak
yonetilmesi gereken bir sorun bicimi kazandirdigini elestirel bicimde incelemektedir. Ayrica,
bilgiye ve saglik hizmetlerine erisimdeki eksiklikler ile bedensel 6zerklige sahip olma
konusunda yasanan yapisal sorunlar1 vurgulamay1 amacglamaktadir.

Bu arasgtirmada, kadinlarin ¢agdas tiiketim kiiltiirii i¢cinde menopoz yolculuklarini nasil
tanimladiklar1 ve deneyimledikleri; menopoza dair piyasa anlatilariyla nasil iligki kurduklari
ve bu anlatilar1 nasil yorumladiklari; ayrica piyasanin sunduklarinin (iiriin ve hizmetlerin)
kadinlarin ii¢ menopoz evresindeki (perimenopoz, menopoz ve postmenopoz) pratik, sosyal
ve duygusal deneyimlerini nasil sekillendirdigi veya etkiledigi incelenmektedir. Nitel bir
yontem benimsenerek, yiiksek egitim diizeyine sahip ve menopozun farkli evrelerinde
bulunan 11 kadinla derinlemesine yar1 yapilandirilmis miilakatlar yapilmistir. Toplanan
veriler toplamda 6 saat 30 dakikalik ses kaydindan olusmaktadir. Paylasilan oriintiileri,
anlamlar1 ve deneyimsel bilgileri belirlemek amaciyla igerik analizi uygulanmustir.

Katilimcilar, menopoza iliskin deneyimlerini fiziksel, duygusal ve biligsel belirtileri igeren
karmasik ve ¢ogu zaman sarsict bir slire¢ olarak tanimlamiglardir. Ticarilestirilmis ve
birbiriyle  ¢elisen medya anlatilariyla karst karsiya kalan kadinlar; biitiinciil saglhk
yaklagimlari, tibbilestirme, menopozda iyi olus ve yaslanma karsitt mesajlar gibi cesitli
temalar1 iceren bu sdylemleri tibbi rehberlik, sosyal medya tavsiyeleri, akran i¢goriileri ve
kendi kisisel yargilarmin birlesiminden silizerek, miizakere ederek ya da direnerek
degerlendirmislerdir. Basa ¢ikma yontemleri; diyet ve egzersizden hormon tedavisine ve



alternatif coziimlere kadar uzanmakta olup, c¢ogunlukla kisisel irade ve eylem giicii
bi¢iminde ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Bulgular, kadinlarin menopozun ticarilesmesini nasil yorumladiklarina ve bu siliregte nasil
yon bulduklarina dair degerli ampirik i¢cgoriiler sunmaktadir. Tartismay1 tliketici deneyimi
eksenine yerlestirerek, kadinlarin bilingli kararlar verebilecek bi¢imde gii¢lenip
giiclenmedikleri ya da sinirli kurumsal destek nedeniyle yalniz birakilarak bu karmagik
gecisi kendi baslarina  yonetmek zorunda kalip kalmadiklari sorusunu gilindeme
getirmektedir. Calisma, kadinlarin eylem giiciiniin ne kadar desteklendigini mevcut toplumsal
yapilarin  kadmlara somut kaynaklar saglayip saglamadigini ve sorumlulugu ne kadar
bireylerin {izerine  yiikledigini elestirel bigimde tartismaktadir. Dolayisiyla bulgular,
erisilebilir ve biitiinclil menopoz destegine duyulan acil gereksinimi vurgulamakta; saglik
hizmeti saglayicilarini, pazarlamacilari, igverenleri ve politika belirleyicileri mevcut
yaklagimlarin Gtesine gegmeye ve bilingli, kapsayici ve kisisellestirilmis destek bigimleri
sunmaya ¢agirmaktadir.
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